Covenant for Pastors

Adopted by the Eastern Shore District Clergy Association July 2001

1. Our hopes for entering into this covenant are:

· To provide better witness to the transforming power of God in our own lives;  

· To be better examples of Christian discipleship;

· To learn to trust each other and to appreciate one another’s gifts;   

· To learn how to live in some genuine community and to model this for our congregations.                       

2. To that end and trusting in the God who has saved us in Christ and who, in Christ, calls us to love one another and to make disciples, teaching and leading by example, with God’s Spirit as our guide we shall:

a. Engage daily in prayer for one another; (We shall proceed according to the schedule that is attached to this covenant; developed in conference at breakfast on August 16, 2001.)

b. Study, meditate upon and pray the Holy Scriptures daily;

c. Study and use Wesleyan doctrine in our proclamation of the gospel;

d. Seek personal, small group accountability; (We shall identify and attend to a group of our own choosing for spiritual growth. This group will help us be accountable for our spiritual growth.)

e. Make a priority of worship, study and fellowship together regularly through morning prayer, pastors meetings and conference events;

f. Celebrate the Lord's Supper as often as possible;

g. Develop healthy lifestyles and family relationships;

h. Engage in “hands on” ministry of compassion;

i. Mentor “at risk” children in our community;

j. Refrain from gossip and rather build one another up in love, speaking out for justice and righteousness when the Spirit gives opportunity. 

3. Recognizing that “all have sinned and fall(en) short of the glory of God”, we shall love the mercy of God foremost as we seek God’s justice in our lives and always walk humbly before the Lord, counting others as better than ourselves.

Pastors are welcomed to be a part of any covenant group.  For more information on meeting places and times, contact the District UMC Office.

