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This has been a week in which | have seen, heard and experienced the United Meth-
odist Church of Jesus Christ in tangible ways. Most of these folks were a silent and
bold witness without any accolades for themselves.

Experienced
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Methodist
Church of
Jesus Christ
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was iven a baby s
ga?ion. The church

abundant and generous gift of grace.

While eating in a local restaurant, a
County School official came and thanked
me for the support and outreach of a
congregation to school officials, teachers
and students. A si
in a secular setti

A 15 year -old un
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A visitor from the Roanoke District shared
how very precious the ministry was that
she observed through the youth and
young adult counselors and staff of our

love for our youth and those who work
with them.

Lately?

I hope that many of you can

OOTB summer camp program. She said Go

add your own experiences of she saw God working in numerous and
the presence of Jesus the Christ grace -filled ways through their leadership
_thrgugh your own church. | . and through the experiences offered to the
invite you tg add your gxperl- young campers,
ences to mine by sending the
Distr.ict Superintendent. an Over 60 individuals from diﬁerent/—‘
email atesdsumc@verizon.net churches up and down the Shore atte-nded

a prayer service 10 discern the new thlng.t

God has planned for Bloxom pMC after i s‘
IN THIS ISSUE closure on April 6 th participants were Si-

lent and deep in prayer JOTOE] an.l 1/2d t he
Letter from the D.S. 1} 1 ours. The discemnment prayers Zg:)c:r?ties

Clergy Sgbuses Group Mtgs 2

several pages of new ministry po
that the members of the District aré now

A congregation showed up in full force,
along with their pastor, when a member of

putting into action.

sign of Godds presencefand

3 These are only a few ways in which | saw the face of Jesus Christ in so many of you.
I n quiet and bold ways God is making Godds
3 Methodist Church on the Eastern Shore. Praise be to God!

prese

In light of such witnesses, | find myself wondering if | am making such a statement
4 of presence through my own life and ministry. | wonder if your church is making a
difference in the lives of those around you, either silently or boldly? More personally,
are you living a life that is a light unto the nations and a beacon to those you come in
contact with here on the Shore of the amazing grace of Jesus Christ? My friends,
God is making all things new, do we not perceive it? The bottom line is this, are we
letting God do something new in us and in our local church and community or are we
the same old persons and the same old church we have always been? As Bishop
Pennel used to say, fAlts worth ponderingo. I
Grace upon Grace,

Tammy Estep

Photo: Camp Occohannock,
Aug. 9, 2008 by Jon Woodburn
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President Fluharty busy

recruiting spouses at the
August Clergy Family Picnic

Children's Sabbath is an annual
observance (ideally observed the
third weekend in October) spon-
sored by the Children's Defense
Fund and endorsed by numerous
faith communities, including the
United Methodist Church. It is an
occasion to celebrate children as
sacred gifts of the Divine and to
recognize and respond to the urgent
needs of children. It provides the
opportunity for communities of
faith to renew and live out their
moral responsibility to care for,
protect, and advocate for all chil-
dren. UMFS(United Methodist Fan}
ily Services) provides workbooks tp
each district free of charge for dis-
tribution and use in local faith com
munities. To receive a workbook,
contact the district office at 75665
-6295. For more information or to
share Children's Sabbath event
stories, please contact Linda Ray
Iray@umfs.or
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Clergy Spouses, Supporting Each Other!
The purpose of the Clergy Spouse's of the ES District is to come together to support
each other in our Christian journey as we serve our Almighty God. | would like to ex-

tend a challenge to all spouses to attend at least one meeting during the 2008

We met in July and created a tentative
locations if anyone has a suggestion.
unless we meet at a restaurant.
drinks. We begin at 12 noon. Yearly dues are $10.00. Please accept my challenge as

to meet at other
bring a packed lunch

we support our spouses. We will meet and continue to share ideas, concerns, and

work on projects. I've contacted Habitat for Humanity because the group decided in

July to continue supporting this organization.
contact me.

Tentative Schedule for future meetings:

November 15, 2008
January 17,2009
March 21,2009
May 16, 2009
July 18, 2009
(Conference Annual Spouses Retreat at Blackstone

I look forward to seeing all spouses at least once this year as we
support each other in our

United Methodist Women News!

-- Onley UM Church
-- Melfa UM Church
-- Redwood Gables Restaurant

Christian journey

-2009.

meeting schedule and location. We are open
When you attend a meeting,
The host provides dessert and

If you have any suggestions, please

-- Craddockville UM Church
-- Redwood Gables Restaurant, Onley

of serving our Almighty  God.

- first weekend in March.)

come together to

& Mary Fluharty, E.S. Clergy Spouses President

The 36th annual meeting of United Methodist Women will be held October 25

2008

at

Na me o

the Virginia
s this yearos

United
t heme

Met hodi
wi t h

st

keynote
ing will be available for all district officers. Special training will be offered for district
and local Committee on Nominations members. Focus groups include:

757 -787 -8166 or <maryfluharty@msn.com>

-26,

Assembly C

The First

Americans, Using Art as Meditation, Ubuntu Mission Trips, Star Events for Local Units,

More About Missions and Stand up You Soldiers of the Cross.
leader will be Rev. Susan Michie

formation, ask your local president or visit <www.vaumw.org>.

Eastern

Shore Distri

ct o6s

UMW fDay

from 9 am until 12 noon. More information to unit presidents, soon!

AExperience

Your

Sundayds
-Bent. Deadline to register is Oct. 10. For more in-

Aparto

Wi

Conference

The Virginia Chapter of Professional Association of United Methodist Church Secretar-

es

Wi

| sponsor

AExperience
at the Virginia United Methodist Center in Glen Allen. Linda Rhodes , Conference Di-
rector of Communications will lead sessions on Igniting Ministry and Effective Com-

munications. The event is open to all church administrative staff, full

Your

paid and volunteer, including but not limited to administrative assistants, financial

secretar\iexf‘, pﬁﬁi@ $hanagers and newsletter editors. Participants are welcome to join
&6 mé{&oﬁference staff for 9 a.m. workshop service. Event registration begins at 9:30
a.m. For more information about this event and PAUMCS contact the District Office

at 757 -665 -6295 or go to the conference website at <www.vaumc.org>; select
i Mi

ni stri eso;

sel ect

PAUMCS

-time/part -time,

Conference

speaker

worship

| be

Con

Con
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Spiritual Retreat for Men,
All -time High Attendance Expected!

More than 400 youth and men are expected to be at the Virginia Assembly Center in
Blackstone November 7 -9, 2008 to hear well  -known author Dr. Maxie Dunnman.

After each of the four sermons delivered by Dr. Dunnman, there will be a time to al-

low men to gather and share their thoughts about the message. The annual Golf

Outing and Horseshoe Tournament begins at 12 noon on Friday and on Saturday the

5K Walk -Run for Camp Rainbow begins at 1 pm. You can sign -up to be a prayer war-
rier for a 30 -min. period with the Upper Room Prayer Line Center on Saturday. Visit

the Scoutso6 campsite and take in the many de mo R'sMajeRuymagwlpreaghn d me e
. i . . i . four powerful messages on the
the Scouts and Scout leaders. The music group, Fortified will deliver Christian musi- theme ORehearsing th
cal entertainment you dondét want to miss Sat ur dtteNovanibdr eMMrEdrituah . Fr
evenings you can take time to sit around the campfire with our brothers in Christ and Retreat in Blackstone
enjoy old -fashinoned fellowship, plenty of refreshments and the Days - End Songfest .
Dondét wait anot herd Reserye ybuospacenmnpw! $or enore information )
contact the District UMC Office or go to <http://www.vaumc.org/repository/ Looking for resources
UMMen/2008SpiritualRetreatRegistration.pdf> to help you with your
Lay Speaking?

.. Interested in keeping in touch
Virginia Wesleyan College Dollars For Scholars e
Six Virginia Wesleyan College students are recipients of scholarships from the United discussing matters of interest
Methodist Higher Education Foundation's 2008 United Methodist Dollars for Scholars to the Lay Speaking Ministry?
(UMDFS) program. Each student will receive $2,000 from the U.M. Higher Education Well then we hope you will
and an additional $1,000 matching award from Virginia Wesleyan College. The six come and join our FREE Emai
students include: Brian Boettcher '12 of Chesapeake; Emily Daiger '09 from Mount Special Interest Group just for
Holly; Michael Evans '09 of Accomac; Emma Richard '12 of Leesburg; Ashley Roane Lay Speaking ! Also, you can
'09 of Chesapeake; and Sarah Ezell '10 of Virginia Beach. 1: Share your thoughts and

To be eligible for the Dollars for Scholars program, students must be enrolled full - experiences with other Lay

Speakers! 2: Exchange ideas,

stories and illustrations

3: Don't forget Prayer requests

and interesting ways you have

found to use your Lay speak-

ing talents. To Join Visit :
<http://groups.yahoo.com/

. . group/Layspeakers/> OR
Shorebds UMC Preparing for Di s dEeeeorae® O N
A Disaster is not something that people want to consider as a possibility in their lives.
But as | write this, there are 3 named tropical storms stretched across the Atlantic

time at a United Methodist affiliated institution, and must be an active member of the

United Methodist Church for at least one year. For more information about the

United Methodist Dollars for Scholars program, contact Patrick Gainer, Director of

Church Relations and Stewardship at 1584 Wesleyan Drive, Norfolk, VA 23502 -5599;
757 -722 -3994; pgainer@vwc.edu

Ocean. Are you prepared to deal with something like a hurricane? Here on the East- World Communion Sund_ay
ern Shore District, we have a group of volunteers who have agreed to help us all pre- on October 5 is a perfect time to
f disaster if 1dh ithi it celebrate the Virginia Confer-
pare for a disaster if one would happen within our community. ence partnerships in-Brazitand
The Eastern Shore District Disaster Response Team (DDRT) was started several Mozambique through Initiatives
years ago after the Virginia Conference decided to become more active in organizing of Hope (IOH). Contact the
the Churchés response to disasters. The Conf er|@FEPIMGQICEATTRE § a D
| has i . . . ining f | h h h pqwu Al O OEA~O | EOE
Plan, has invested in equipment and provides training for volunteers throughout the 7T O0CEED 2RA01 00AARAOS
Commonwealth. While we here in Virginia tend to focus mainly on hurricanes, we connect to our brothers and
know from recent experiences that hurricanes are not the only disasters possible for siste_zrs who, like us, will be_ cele-
Us. Wedve had t o-whevaels,wiitche haenadt snow stor ms, noR@§n@lielordssSupperin ; 4 5
. . . . . ) Methadist and United Methodist
ing, flooding rains, tornadoes, and even a very tragic mass -shooting here in the churches-in-Brazil and
Commonwealth. It is the purpose of your DDRT to assist local churches to prepare to Mozambique on this special
deal with those kinds of situations. Every congregation within the Conference is to SungaY- Othif Communion
: ; : . Sunday worship resources can
hav.e g Local Church Disaster Coordlnfator. That person (or persons) is chellrged with be found at the General Board of
assisting the pastor and congregation in several ways before and after a disaster. In Discipleship at <http:/

addition to serving on the Church (continued on page 5)


mailto:pgainer@vwc.edu
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Layspeakers/
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mailto:Dhaseley@hughes.net
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Congratulations to

Greg Duncan!

He was elected out of 12 posi-
tions open to Virginia
Conference United Methodists
to serve on a General Board o
our Church. Greg, one of our
district associate lay leaders,
was chosen to serve on the
General Commission on
Religion and Race. This com
mission serves the United
Methodist Church around the
world. We lift Greg up in
prayer and we celebrate his
appointment which is one of
the firsts for an Eastern Shore
District United Methodist!

Rachel May, preacher for this

&Sk NRa
Master of Divinity student at
Vanderbilt University in
Nashville and plans to pursue
ordained ministry in the Virginia

Conference. She is a member at

Epworth UMC in Exmore.
Rachael just completed her sec-
ond summer as an intern at
Market Street UMC.

5Aa0NXO0

A ANew Thingo, God is Callli

On April 6, 2008, the members of the Guilford Charge gathered with the members of
Bloxom UMC to celebrate 111 years of ministry in the small community of Bloxom.
Their history was read, stories of the past were shared, praises were sung and the sac-
rament of Holy Communion was shared. The service, held at the request of the re-
maining members, was not just about an end to a era of ministry, it was also a time of
commitment and anticipation to the new thing that God will do next in the life of this
community and this church. One of the things that has been central to the ministries

of Bloxom UMC has been feeding the community and fellowship meals of radical hospi-
tality. The foodbank mission of the Bloxom UMC would continue as the District Board
of Mission discerned the next era of ministry in this place.

On July 27 ™ at 7:00 pm, 60 some laity and clergy gathered for a prayer service to
discern the new ministry God has planned for Bloxom UMC. Just before the service
began, a torrential thunderstorm hit many part of the shore. Many people drove
through this storm to arrive in a sunny Bloxom community. Before the service began,
there was a rainbow in the sky reminding us of Go
we began to pray for those who would be leading the service, a man stuck his head in
the fellowship hall to have a look around. | introduced myself to him and he intro-
duced himself as the new neighbor to the church. We explained why we were gathered

ng U

and we invited him to join us. He sai d, fil have
before. I hope you will keep it going.o Peopl e
the sanctuary for prayer. We then moved into the fellowship hall, the original church

building and | istened to Bloxomds history and EI

portion of the prophet 61 Weprayedadnd heard tl2e werdsiofgs 2 : 9
Habakkuk2:1 -3 fAito write the vision down. o Then we wrc
swers to our prayers and the vision God revealed to us about Bloxom UMC. In silence

we moved outside into the community where a youth on a bike greeted us and stood

with us in silence. We heard the good Samaritan story from Luke 10 and were asked,

AWho is our neighbor? How is God calling us to m
in Bl oxom?2d Again we prayed and wrote down the v
not es. We returned into the sanctuary and heard
Christ, there is a new creationo (2 Cor. 5:17). T

our prayers, our discernment, our visions to God. We closed our service with the sac-
rament of Holy Communion. It was a holy night and God showed up in baptismal

rains, a rainbow, a community of faith, a stranger asking for the church services to
continue, a youth on a bicycle, the silence, the music, and in bread and cup. To read

the prayers and the visions from that service, visit our district website at

< www.easternshoredistrictumc.com >. Thanks to everyone who participated in this
service through your prayers, your songs,
wait to see what God will do next.

So now what? We will have a monthly prayer service from 6 -7 pm beginning Mon-
day, October 20 at Bloxom United Methodist Church. We will gather for prayer in the
sanctuary and enjoy a soup and sandwich meal in the fellowship hall afterwards. Mr.

Greg Duncan will lead us in this prayer service. The District will be sponsoring an Ad-
vent Experience. Advent is the beginning of the church, a good time to begin some-
thidg/hdwSat\Eoyof Snitédd Metthodist Church. These experiences of Advent will be
different and creative. Prepare to experience the coming of Christ in new ways!

your pr

District Conference, Focus on More Young People

Rachel May will be the preacher for the 141st session of the E.S. District Conference on
Sunday, November 2, 3 p. m. at St . Johnos
our district will provide special music. Join us as we continue to build community with
one another and focus on bringing the Church
young people, more diverse peopleo. (I'f you
member at large to the 2009 Annual Conference session or if your are a young person
between the ages of 12 & 30 and would like to represent the District an Annual Confer-
ence, go to <www.easternshoredistrictumc.

UMC in A

out s
woul d

org>; se
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District Lay Leader's

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

This is the time of the year that we as mem-

bers of the body of Christ can become over -
extended with meetings, Charge Conferences, ac-

tivities of the church at all levels plus our obligations

to our families and friends. After an all too brief summer (in my

opinion), this month we figear upo and

I't occurred to me when | gave the chi
mans 13: 8 -14 that God was giving all of us a message. In this scrip-

ture, Paul tells the Roman church that the most important law of all is to

il ove your neighbor as yoursel fo. I'n Joh

inew commandment to | ove one anothero. |t Bishop Kammerer Joins
Adams Church for UMM

ter how busy we are or how complicated our lives seem to be, we each need to

look at these two verses and take them to heart. Celebration

If we truly love one another and our neighbors as ourselves, we will surely have an Bishop Charlene Kammerer

easier time no matter what we are doing. We will be given opportunities to lead oth- will be the preacher for the

ers to Christ and that is the focus of the Body of Christ. service celebrating 100 years
of United Meth

| enjoyed the Lay Speakers Convocation where we could reach out to each other in ministry at Adams UMC on

love and share our experiences. | look forward to seeing some of you at the next Lay Leemont Rd. in Parksley,

Speaker Training on Sept. 26 & 27 at Market Street UMC. Sunday, Oct. 26, 2008, 4 pm

Blessings & the Love of Christ to you, For more information on the

Ba.rb history of the UMM and ways

that your church can cele-
brate 100 years of ministry,

visit http://www.gcumm.org/

Shoreb6s UMC Preparing for Dis

0 continued from page 3

Administrative Council, they are asked to work with the trustees to ensure the insurance for church and parsonage
covers flooding if in a flood plane, to make sure the church archives are properly protected from water damage and
fire. | feel the most important responsibility of the Local Church Coordinator is to develop and implement an effective
communication channel with entire church family such as a prayer chain, calling tree or shepherding program to
send and receive information. This communications plan should also pre -identify church members who will need as-
sistance in the event of a disaster.

This is not a task for a single person. Preparedness requires the involvement of the entire congregation on some
level. While | will always encourage folks to volunteer their time and muscle - power in some meaningful way when
called upon, the most important contributions that all of us can participate in disaster response are prayer and IN-
FORMATION. We always need God, and we need to be able to find out who needs help and what kind is needed.

Our DDRT has a couple of resources at our disposal for responding to disasters of any magnitude. The Virginia
Conference has stationed a fully -stocked Response Trailer here on the shore and we have been working on outfitting
a second, District -owned trailer. We encourage anyone who would like to assist us financially to complete our trailer
to give; if anyone has a desire to help us get our equipment into the trailer to contact our Equipment Coordinator,
Don Walters. The Conference trailer is also available for mission teams to take and use for their work wherever it is

needed. Also within this District, we have the additional blessing of a 55 -foot box trailer for us to outfit for our use.

Forafirst -use of that box trailer, weob6d |ike to establish a | ocal r e
all familiar with the Kits -for-Conf erence; as a DDRT, webdd | i ke for each church t
Bucket and (10) Health Kits to be stored in that trailer. While we would not withhold these kits if they were needed
el sewher e, webdd | i ke to have some on hand for our initial respon
same as for this last Conference drive; please see the enclosed flyer.

Thank you for all of your efforts in preparing for things that we pray never happen! 0 Rev. Jon Woodburn, Eastern

Shore DDRT Coordinator; Phone: 757 -787 -2621; Email: <woodburn_es@verizon.net>
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2008 Flood Bucket Drive on the Eastern Shore

The Eastern Shore District Disaster Response Team (DDRT) needs your help. To date
the Shore has responded to disaster across the country with much love and caring. Now its
time to prepare for our home. Our desire is to collect a flood bucket or value of a flood
bucket from each United Methodist Church in the District. We have a storage facility where
the buckets will be stored and readily available when disaster strikes. This will be a yearly
drive. The value of a flood bucket is $45. You can donate cash and the committee will build
your bucket or you can assemble a bucket and deliver it assembled to the District Office.

A flood bucket consists of the following items: (Value: $45 to assemble

Note: if the requested item size is not available, go down to the next available size. If nothing is available in the requested or smaller
size, put masking tape on the outside of the bucket saying, "This bucket contains no "

e 5-gallon bucket with re-sealable lid

e Bleach (two 1-quart or one 82 oz. bottle. Please let us know if bleach is includes since the bucket may need to be shipped in re-
sponse to a national disaster.)

e 5 scouring pads

e 7 Sponges

e 1 scrub brush

e 18 cleaning towels (reusable wipes)

e Liquid laundry detergent (two 25 oz. or one 50 oz. bottle)

e 1 household cleaner, 12-16 oz. bottle

e Disinfectant dish soap, 16-28 oz. bottle

e 50 clothes pins

e Clothes line (two 50 ft. or one 100 ft.)

e 5 dust masks

e 2 pair latex gloves

e 1 pair work gloves

24-bag roll of heavy-duty trash bags, 33-45 gallon (remove roll from box before placing in bucket)
1 Insect repellant spray, 6-14 oz. can (If aerosol, cans must have protective caps. See Special Requirements below.)

1 Air freshener, 8 or 9 oz. can (If aerosol, cans must have protective caps.
See Special Requirements below.)

Important Kit Assembly Information
e Allitems included in kits must be NEW items.

e All emergency kits are carefully planned to make them usable in the greatest number of situations. Since strict rules often govern
product entry into international countries, it is important that kits contain only the requested items-nothing more.

e Do NOT include any personal notes, money or additional materials in the kits. These things must be painstakingly removed and
will delay the shipment.

Special Requirements
In case of an emergency in other areas of the state or country, the buckets may be shipped. By following our instructions, you will
successfully deliver your kits to those who need them.

e Complete 2 packing lists-one for your records and one to turn in with your bucket.
e  Put the ORM-D mark on the outside of any buckets or boxes containing aerosols or flammables.

Cleaning Agents. All cleaning agents must be liquid & in plastic bottles. No powders. Pack them inside a bucket or strong outer box.

Aerosols or Flammables.  If including these types of supplies, kits will be shipped by UPS Ground, Fed Ex Ground, or by truck. Do
NOT ship by US Mail or DHL/Airborne freight.

If district buckets must be shipped, the district will ship according to UMCOR specifications.

Drive Dates: October thru December 31, 2008. Drop off at the District UMC Office by Dec. 31, 2008 (call ahez
Contact Jon Woodburn, DDRT Leader for details: Tel-Z8Z1 or Email: woodburn_es@verizon.net

ad)
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YOUTH RETREAT

Pastor Thomas Wynn will
be our Worship Leader

Thomas Wynn is joining us from McKenny, VA
where he teaches Christian ethics and African

American history. He is also a high school basket-

ball coach and travels throughout the country,
getting new churches started. Pastor Wynn has
led Virginia Conference retreats at Eagle Eyrie
and last year met with the entire student body at
Northampton Middle School. He is Spirit filled
AT A OOAAIT Ad

REGISTRATION:Complete the form on the
back and include a check for $75 payable to
Franktown MYF and send to P.O. Box 130,
Franktown, VA 23354. If a scholarship is
needed ask your pastor or youth leader if

your church can assist with this. If not, con-
tact the District UMC Office.
We can only accept 64 students for the re-

treat so be sure to register early to make surg

OEAOA8O A OPT O &I O U
Deadline for reqistration isOctober 5th.

Location: Occohannock oh%the Bay
Camp and Retreat Center, 9403
Camp Lane, Belle Haven, VA

Arrival time:Oct. 17 at 7 pm
Departure timeOct. 19 at 10 am
Cost: $75 per person

Who can participate?
All youth in grade%Z

Chaperones needed:
Youth leaders and/or parents

3DFN \RXU EDJV IRU WKLV IDOOTV '
WKH 6SLULW" DW &DPS 2FFRKDQQR
worship and study experiences with Pastor Wynn, there w
be small group times, boedlsessions that everyone
chooses. Canoeing, rock wall climbing, music, games an
lots of fun and fellowship too! (There will be a meeting of
chaperones at Franktown UMC on Tues., Oct. 7, 6 pm to
review child protection policy of the UMC, the retreat sche
ule and the roles and expectations of all involved.)

Contact: Peter Surran at #/981480; or
Karen Hatch at 4D839; or the District UMC
Office at 758656295. Information and
registration is also available at
<www.easternshoredistrictumc.org>



