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Shore welcomes new pastors!  
 

Bobbie Jo Henley from Richmond is appointed to Craddockville UMC  

Betty D. Marshall is serving Drummondtown UMC.  She and her hus-

band, Marsh have moved here from Danville District.  

Tommy A. Thompson is the new pastor at Grace UMC.  Tommy and his 

wife,  Leslie and children Daniel (9) and Hannah (4) have come to us 

from Charlottesville District.  

Derek E. Tomek from  the Staunton District is serving Greenbackville 

Charge, which is composed of Signpost and Union churches.  

Jonathan D. Tanner has been assigned as Lay Supply Pastor to Hallwood 

UMC.  Jonathan has lived on the Shore since his wife Melody Tanner, 

received her appointment to the Guilford Charge last year.  

Carl E. Perez, the new pastor of the Leemont Charge and his family, 

wife Katrina and children: Hannah (11), Abbigale (9), Dustin (8), Rachel 

(7), and Judah (4) have moved to the Shore from the Alexandria Dis-

trict.  Carl is serving Adams and Metropolitan churches.  

Suzanne F. Schmid is serving Evergreen, Harborton and Mears Memorial 

churches on the New Hope Charge.  She is coming to us from Danville.  

Donald L. Blagg and his wife Nancy are from the Peninsula District.  Don 

has been appointed to Assawoman and Downings churches on the Oak 

Hall Charge.  

Rebecca J. McGee is appointed to Painter -Quinby Charge (Smithôs 

Chapel and Painter Garrisons churches).  She and here husband, Mark 

are from Chincoteague.  

Albert L. Crockett, retired E.S. pastor will serve Woodberry Church.  Al 

and his wife Ardis reside in their home in Onancock.  
 

Letôs offer these pastors and their families who began their new ministry on July 

1, radical hospitality in the name of Jesus Christ!  Make every effort to help 

them and their loved ones be at home on the Shore.  

 

Itôs an Eastern Shore tradition of our District Clergy Association to welcome our 

new parsonage families with a picnic at Camp Occohannock.  This year, itôs go-

ing to be on Saturday, August 14 at 1 pm.  We want all of our pastors and their 

families to attend and bring a side dish (salad, dessert or vegetable).  Hotdogs, 

hamburgers and beverages will be provided.  Dress is casual, food is good and 

fellowship is great!  Every new parsonage family will come as our guests and be 

contacted by one of our clergy families.  For more information, contact the Dis-

trict UMC Office at 757 -665 -6295 or email us at <esdsumc@verizon.net>  
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dren Camp at Occohannock 
on the Bay by volunteering 
as a mentor or providing 
supplies or a  financial con-
tribution and most impor-
tantly with your prayers.  
This program is sponsored 
by the Virginia Conference 

 

Walters receives Denman Evangelism Award  
 

The Harry Denman Evangelism Awards are given annually to honor United 

Methodist clergy and lay persons in each annual conference who exhibit un-

usual and outstanding efforts for their work in evangelism.  This year we are 

proud to announce that a very gifted person from our district received this 

honor.  

 Mrs. Sandra Walters of Epworth UMC in Exmore was a recipient of the 

award at the Annual Conference Session in June in recognition for her birth-

ing and leading the flourishing Silver Beach Ministry.      

 It all began in the summer of 1996 when Sandra answered a call from 

God to begin this ministry.  She put out flyers in the local post office and 

made phone calls.  She arranged to begin a worship service on the Sunday 

of Memorial Day Weekend in the front yard of the summer home of one of 

Epworthôs members.  The location was perfect, located right on the Chesa-

peake Bay and in the middle of the summer homes in Silver Beach.  The first 

worship service had 3 persons in attendance, Sandra, her husband Donnie, 

and Frances, the church member whoôs yard the service was in. The service 

quickly grew from 3 to 20.  Now there are as many as 80 folks in a front 

yard on the Chesapeake Bay, worshipping God and being the Church com-

munity for each other.  

 Itôs an amazing thing to drive down to Silver Beach and to sit and watch 

the people come carrying their lawn chairs to worship by the Bay at 8 am on 

Sunday morning.  The Silver Beach Ministry has touched many children, 

youth and adults over the years.  It is a witness to Godôs fruitfulness when 

we are faithful to Godôs call.  Sandra was bold enough to trust God and to 

leap out in faith to minister to a community that the church had not yet 

reached. Congratulations, Sandra!             

 

 

 

 

Consider supporting the All Godôs Children Camp  
This summer children of incarcerated mothers will come together for a week -

long adventure at camp where they will swim, fish, hike, sing, roast marsh-

mallows, learn how much God loves and cares about them, and discover that 

they are not the only ones with an incarcerated mother.  Occohannock on 

the Bay Camp and Retreat Center will again be hosting All Godôs Children 

Camp on August 15 -20.  Prayerfully consider how you can help by: mentor-

ing, supplies, prayer, financial contribution.  

 For more information, visit the web site at www.vaumc.org/agcc  or con-

tact Casey Torrence, Director of All Godôs Children Camp at 1-800 -768 -6040 

or 804 -521 -1100 ext. 138 or email <caseytorrence@vaumc.org>  
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