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Dennis Blackwell, Speaker for District Clergy
and Laity Event, October 3

Our district will be hosting a learning event for clergy and 3-5 key leaders from
each local church on Sunday, October 3 at Franktown UMC. We'll begin with din-
ner at 6 pm followed by the program at 7, and closing with communion. Rev.
Dennis L. Blackwell will be our presenter on "Taking the Church Outside".

Rev. Blackwell is the pastor of Asbury UMC in Woodlynne, NJ. In his 22
years as pastor, he has grown the church by creating an evangelistic intensive,
Rev. Dennis L. Blackwell, Pastor prayer anq §tewardship focused cult.ure.' Currently, Rev. Blackwell is a member
of Asbury UMC, Woodlynne, NJ of the Judicial Council of our denomination. We look forward to welcoming Rev.
will be the speaker for the Oct. 3 Blackwell back to the Eastern Shore.
at the Clergy and Lay Event. The cost of the dinner will be $10 per person payable at the door. Please
make your reservations by calling the district office at 757-665-6295 before Sep-
tember 27th. This is an event you won’t want to miss! Register today!

“Earth Keepers”, November Youth Retreat

“The Earth is the Lord—Psam®4l all that is in it
All youth, grades 6-12 are welcome to come and join us November 12 -14, 2010
at Occohannock on the Bay Camp and Retreat Center as we explore the com-
mand that God gives us to care for the Earth, God’s Earth! Our worship leader
will be Rev. Pat Watkins, Virginia Conference leader on Creation Care. In addi-
tion to worship and study experiences with Rev. Watkins, there will be music,
49k NI K Y8 S LIS Ng ¢I8MSS R Pl offup gpd fellowship too! .
District Youth Retreat at The cost is $60 per persgn. Participants should arrive at the C'amp.on Nov.
Camp OOTB, Nov. 12 12 at 7 pm and should be picked up on Nov. 14th at 11 am. Registration dead-
line is Nov. 1. Early registration is strongly recommended as space is limited
and we anticipate a full camp. See inside this newsletter for the appropriate
INSIDE THIS ISSUE forms to register. You can also go to <www.easternshoredistrictumc.org> to

Clergy& Laity Event Pg.1 download the forms. Select “District Youth Ministry” from the menu on the left.
Zz‘rg}l;f;;i?;reat g'; Questions? Contact District Youth Coordinator, Peter Surran at 757-709-
District Lay Leader Pg.2 1480 or email him at <peter.surran@gmail.com>; or Karen Hatch, Retreat
Youth in Missionon ES ~ Pg.2 Leader at 414-0339.

PAUMCS Fall Seminar Pg.2

U.M.’s TechShop Pg.2 Clergy Day Retreat P Sept. 13

Pakistan Advance Pg.3 ) o o

Agape Ctr. Fundraiser Pg.3 Our first gather of our District Clergy Association (all E.S. clergy and lay supply
Polar Duck Dip Pg.3 pastors) will be at OOTB Camp and Retreat Center on Monday, September 13th
Nominations Pg.4 from 9 am - 4 pm. This will be a time of worship, communion, silence, group
AC 2011 new dates Pg.4 building, lunch and covenanting with each other. The cost of the event is
District Conference FPg.4 $15.00. Checks can be made payable to Eastern Shore DCA and given to the
From the D.S. Pg5 treasurer, Skeeter Armstrong the day of the retreat. This is above the yearly
Church loans Pg.5 . - . .

Calendar Pg.6 membership dues of $35.00. District Superintendent Tammy Estep will be the

Fall Schi Lay Speaking ~ Insert retreat leader. Contact the District Office by Sept. 7 to reserve your place.

Youth Retreat Registra Insert
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PAUMCS Seminar

The Virginia Chapter Profes-
sional Assoc. U.M. Church Sec-
retaries (VA PAUMCS) will hold
their fall event, Experience Your
Conference Connection 201
Wed., Oct. 27, 9:368:00 p.m. at
the Virginia United Methodist
Conference Center, 10330
Staples Mill Rd Glen Allen.
Why are the statistical tables

important to the local church
and conference? How is that
information obtained and
used? How should membership
records be kept? How will re-
districting affect your church?
What are apportionments?
How are they calculated? Come
and find out the answers
to these questions and more!
This seminar led by Confer-
ence Treasurer David Dom-
misse, will offer valuable infor-
mation to all church profession-
als. Cost is $20; nambrs. $25
Who should attend? All
Church Administrative Staff,
fulltime, part-time, paid and
volunteer, including but not
limited to, administrative assis-
tants, financial secretaries,
office managers and newslet-
ter editors. Pastors and Finance
chairs are encouraged to at-
tend. Brochures were mailed to
local churches in late August.
Contact the District UMC Office
at 757665-6295 for details.

U.M. churches, go to

TechShopt The nited
Methodist Communications
website for your discounted
software, hardware, and web
solutions needs.
www.techshopministry.org

AD%udbAOE A] ADistrict kay Leader’s Corner

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

September is once more upon us and the “lazy” days of summer are a memory.
ancoteague Island was bustling with tourists this past summer and I remem-
ber thinking, “what would it be like if it was this way all year long?” Island folks
went out of their way to be welcoming and pleasant to those visiting us. Our
church received notes from visitors thanking us for the welcoming spirit they
found there. It seems that people in general seem happier in the summer.

As I observed this behavior, I realized what I was seeing was the fulfillment
of the commandment to “love your neighbor as yourself”. This seems so easy to
do when the people are strangers and perhaps not going to be here long, but
what about those who surround our churches and are here all the time? Some-
how, it doesn’t seem to be so easy since they will see us as we are all the time—
not just for a few days or weeks in the summer.

We now begin the busy season of the church, preparing for charge confer-
ences, filling positions within the church, and going about the organization of the
church. I ask you to join me in praying long and hard before each meeting and
each decision made, to make sure we are indeed doing everything we can to
love our neighbors as ourselves. Our congregations will grow if we remember to
do this and plan worship and events that will draw others into the Body of Christ.
Yours in Christ, Barb

Portsmouth District Youth give Eastern Shore
churches and residents a helping hand

“The Y.E.S. Youth Mission Team from the

P| Portsmouth District visited the Eastern

*| Shore for one week in July this summer to
complete home repairs for clients with the

~4&| team of 57 youth, college adults, and
: i adults accomplished a massive amount of
7 _

- — —1work and completed every project. The
Y.E.S. Youth Mission Team members repl

C- . .
iKS NR2F 2y ! RI 1Fqm raised their gwn mopey to by for gl
materials, meals, tools, etc. They divided

Ay 3

up all chores to include morning devotions and end of the evening worship. Over
$12,000.00 was spent of the supplies for these projects. The team stayed at
Craddockville UMC. This church has hosted this team on three other occasions
and are by far one of the more hospitable places we have stayed in the 22 years
this team has been in operation. Thanks to all who showed us Christian hospi-
tality on the Eastern Shore.”

-Rev. W. C. "Smitty" Smith, Pastor

Jolliff United Methodist Church, Chesapeake, Va.


http://www.kintera.org/TR.asp?a=gnKMIVMrHeLJLVI&s=cvKYLmN1InJ3JkN1JwG&m=aiKKI3MQJjJPKcL
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Eat at F
and support the
Agap® Chi
Center
CNXSyRf &Qa

Pocomoke, MD is sponsar-

ing a community fundrais
ing event for the Agapé
| KNRAGALY [/
munity Ctr. in Horntown.
On September 16, 2010

from 5-8 PM eat in or take

out and help the Center.
We need a minimum of
100 guests and a net salé¢
of $1,000 in order for the
Center to receive 10% of
all sales.This includes all
menu items. (Purchases
made using coupons will
y2i 08 AyoOt

forget, on Thursday, Sept.

16 have your family and
FNASYR& &Gz
in Pocomoke for dinner
and help support the
'3+ LIS / KAER
The Center needs your
help to keep their doors
open! Thank you!

Creating a flood of compassion

“With new floods compounding the effects of weeks of inundation across Paki-
stan, the people of this nation in crisis are in desperate need of a different kind
of deluge: the rain of compassion.

Mohammad Umar could not salvage even a blanket for his children as he and his
family fled the rising floodwaters in the village of Sultan Kot. They escaped with
just the clothes on their backs, he told an aid worker with the Nations Capacity
Building Program, a partner of Church World Service (CWS) and the United
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR). Lost to Umar are his collapsed home,
his tools and cooking utensils, and his 10 acres of cotton crop which would have
paid for the education of his eight children. The crop was washed away, and his
tools and utensils are buried beneath the mud left by the raging floodwaters.
Umar and his family are among the estimated 8 million Pakistanis in need of im-
mediate emergency aid, including food, clean water, and shelter. And they are
among the more than 20 million Pakistanis affected by the flooding that has torn
treoﬁpfdtﬂe dpuﬁtrs’s four provinces.” (from an UMCOR press release, August
23, 2010)

As I have watched the news, I have been overwhelmed by the devastation in
F‘ékrsta% %cﬂye‘é, so surprised that conversation, aide and prayers for the people
of Pakistan has been slow in coming. Let the people of the Eastern Shore Dis-
WS giat Pe&wﬁk §P[§esPR and delug.e .the people of Pakistan wiFh compassion ex-

emplified by our prayers and our giving. Make sure you mention the people of
Pakistan in your daily and Sunday prayer times. Make sure you offer people the
opportunity to give aid to the people of Pakistan by giving to UMCOR. Write your
check to the local church and earmark for Advance Special #982450. I wrote
KA ﬁ‘liﬁel\ttﬁiw&)é [ 2YT1

=

Freezin for a reason!
Call the Camp (757-442-7836) today to sign up for the Polar Duck Dip, Jan. 29th

Zrd Anma’ P olar 'Duck 'Di-P

Camp Occohannock on the Bay

S

,Q ; .

January 29, 2011
Get ready for the plunge!

e §
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Want to serve?

If you want to see your church at work; if you want to be a part of leading our
denomination into the future; if you want to see the difference our church is
making in the world...

Consider being a District Member to Annual Conference:

The Eastern Shore District Conference on November 14th will be electing 10 dis-
trict at-large members plus 2 youth and 2 young adult members to the June 15-
19, 2011 Annual Conference Session in Roanoke. A nominations form is avail-
able at <www.easternshoredistrictumc.org> click on “Library” and from that
menu under “Nominee Forms” select "Nominee Form for District Member at
Large 2011 Annual Conference”. Or you can call the District UMC Office at 757-
665-6295 and we will be glad to mail you a form. All forms must be in by Nov. 1
(a total stipend of $375 per day is reimbursed to district members for their ex-
penses)

Consider being a Nominee for General and Jurisdictional Conferences:

Also, on November 14th the E.S. District Conference will be electing lay nomi-
nees for 2012 General and Jurisdictional Conferences. For an application, go to
<http://www.vaumc.org/Page.aspx?pid=566>; select “Laity” and from the menu
“Nominee Form...” or contact the District UMC Office for a form.

Consider serving on a Conference Board or Agency:

Lay and clergy: if you're interested in serving on a Conference board or agency,
please complete a Nominations Profile form at the conference website <http://
www.vaumc.org/Page.aspx?pid=489>. Submit the completed form to the E.S.
District UMC Office, P.O. Box 317, Parksley, VA 23421 before Dec. 31 for the
District Superintendent’s signature. The District Nominations Facilitation com-
mittee will submit the form to the Conference Connectional Ministries Office for
consideration by the Conference Leadership Discovery and Development Team
(CLDDT). The website offers information and a description on each board and
agency. If you do not have access to the internet, call the District UMC Office at
757-665-6295 and we will be glad to talk to you about the various boards and
agencies and the process for nominations.

Annual Conference 2011 Session begins on Wed.

To assist in the voting process for General and Jurisdictional Conference dele-
gates, dates for the 2011 Virginia Annual Conference have been adjusted to June
15-19.

Annual Conference will begin with the Clergy Session and Laity Session at 7 p.m.
Wednesday, June 15. Selection of a nominating ballot for clergy delegates for
General and Jurisdictional Conference will be included as part of the Clergy Ses-
sion. An opportunity to meet laity candidates for delegates to General and Juris-
dictional Conferences will be offered following the Laity Session.

Opening ballots for both laity and clergy will be conducted during the Thursday,
June 16, morning session of Annual Conference. Additional ballots will be re-
ceived throughout the Annual Conference.

The 2011 Annual Conference will be held at the Roanoke Civic Ctr., Roanoke.

If you would like to

be a part of leading

our denomination into

the future consider

being:

+ A nominee for District
Member at Large to
2011 Annual
Conference or

¢ A General and
Jurisdictional
Conference nominee

¢ Orservingona
Conference Board or
Agency

Contact the District UMC
Office today at 757-665-
6295

Save the date:
District Conference,
Sun., Nov. 14, 3 pm!

Just as every church should

have their Charge Confer-

ence on their calendar; the

District Conference should

be there as well. Continu-

ing under the theme of our

charge conferences,

O0)1 OAT OET 1T Al &AE
i AT 66 1060 PAOOT O
members, family & friends

will gather together at

Onley UMC in Onley to cele-

brate (with special music

and worship) the many

ways God blesses us in min-

istry on the Eastern Shore!


http://www.vaumc.org/Page.aspx?pid=566
http://www.vaumc.org/Page.aspx?pid=489
http://www.vaumc.org/Page.aspx?pid=489
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From the District Superintendent
September 2010
Dear Friends,

It was a muggy morning at Camp. The first van pulled up and as the driver was
helping a camper who is wheel chair bound, I could hear squealing in the back of
the van. The driver told me the camper couldn’t wait to get to Camp! He and all
the other campers arrived with hugs and smiles! There was great excitement
and anticipation for what the week would hold at the Special Needs Day Camp!
Accept for one. As I greeted the last van to arrive, one of the campers got off
with tears in her eyes. She told me she didn’t want to come. I gave her a hug
and welcomed her and assured her that a good time was waiting for her. As the
day and week progressed, I never saw her without a smile on her face. About
midweek, I asked her why she didn't want to come to camp in the beginning.
She said because she was afraid. The unknown is always scary...but because
this camper was willing to trust me and give camp a try for one day, the week
became a great gift to her...and she became a great gift to me and others around
her. We had a great week at Camp Occohannock with all 69 adult campers, the
staff that cares for them daily and the volunteers who provided leadership, mu-
sic, meals, horseback rides, boat rides, relay races, snacks, and just a friendly
presence. My life was infused with abundant joy by everyone involved. Thank
you campers, staff, volunteers and thank you God!

I hope that your church has begun its preparations for charge conference.
This year we will be focusing on Intentional Faith Development. John Wesley
believed that all of us are going on to perfection through the work of the Holy
Spirit and God’s sanctifying grace. One key element for our being perfected in
grace is intentionally growing our faith through small group Bible study, prayer,
faith studies, and faith sharing. On a retreat I made 16 years ago, a speaker
asked, "How can we expect to be a disciple of Christ if we do not know what
Christ said?” That changed my whole life focus! I was reading the scriptures for
sermon preparations but not for my own personal faith development. Ever
since, Bible study has been central to my faith journey. I study the scriptures
daily for guidance and through group bible study and faith study, I have been
challenged to grow in faith and to express my faith and be held accountable to
my faith. In Luke 10:38-42, Martha is distracted by doing many things while her
sister Mary sits at Jesus’ feet listening to his teaching. Jesus said to Martha,
“One thing is needful. Mary has chosen the good portion, which shall not be
taken away from her.” At charge conference, we will be celebrating the one
thing that is needful and can’t be taken away from us...intentional faith develop-
ment. Come and see!

One intentional faith development opportunity for us on the Eastern Shore
District will happen on Sunday, October 3™ at 6:00 pm at Franktown UMC. Rev.
Dennis Blackwell will be our teacher on taking our faith outside. This program is
for all pastors and key leaders of the church. Come and join me in a fellowship
dinner and group learning! Come to be perfected in grace and to grow in your
faith! I look forward to deepening my faith with you...and I know I will be
blessed with abundant joy again and again through my time with you and with
Rev. Blackwell!

I wish you...

Grace upon grace,
Tammy L. Estep

Tammy L. Estep
District Superintendent

Considering a
refinance of

church debt?

Check with yourVirginia
United Methodist Credit
Union to see how we can
help lower the monthly
payments. We offer loans
for the refinance of current
debt as well as loans for
renovations, vans and
buses and parsonages.
Contact Mike Haydon, at
866-657-0004 or email:
mhaydon@vumcu.org .


mailto:mhaydon@vumcu.org
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RELIEVE EDITORIAL STRESS:

TURN IN
YOUR ARTICLES

REMINUDER

DEADLINE FOR
NEWSLETTER

ARTICLES IS

October 15

\

trigg?Nomi
[N @hifsday, September 16, 2010 , 10 AM, Dis-

Monday, September 6, 2010, Labor Day,
District Office Closed
Tuesday, September 7, 2010, 8 AM, Morning
Prayer for Pastors @ Capeville UMC
Wednesday, September 8, 2010, 9:30 AM,
Hermitage Guild Mtg., Hermitage
Thursday, September 9, 2010, 7 PM, OOTB
Executive Committee Mtg. @ Onley UMC
Monday, September 13, 2010, 9-4PM, District
Clergy Day Retreat at Camp OOTB
Wednesday, September 15, 2010, 7 PM, Dis
ns Committee @ District Office

trict Committee on Ordained Ministry, Market
St. UMC, Onancock
Thursday, September 16, 2010, 7PM, Agape
CCCC Bd. Mtg. @ Agape Ctr., Horntown
Saturday, September 18, 2010, 11-1 PM,
””””” 1T 1T 0AT -
Chapel UMC, Quinby
Friday, September 24, 2010 , 9-1 PM, Hermit-
age Market and Bake Sale @ E.S. Hermitage,
Onancock
Friday, September 24 -25, 2010, Fall School
of Lay Speaking Ministries@ Market St. UMC ,
Onancock; Advanced Courses only (see insidg
Monday, September 27, 2010, Board of Mis-
sions Mtg. @ District UMC Office, Parksley
Tuesday, September 28, 2010, 8 AM, Morn-
ing Prayer for Pastors @ Melfa UMC, Melfa
Sunday, October 3, 2010, 6 PM, District
Clergy & Laity Event, Franktown UMC
Tuesday, October 5, 2010, 8 AM, Morning
Prayer for Pastors, (Northampton County)
Thursday, October 7 -11, 2010h - AT 8 O
Emmaus Walk at Occohannock on the Bay
Thursday, October 14, 2010 , 7 PM, OOTB
Executive Committee Mtg., Onley UMC
Thursday, October 21, 2010 , 7 PM, Agape
CCCC Board Mtg. @ the Center, Horntown

Thursday, October 21 -25,2010h 71 1 ATl
Emmaus Walk at Occohannock on the Bay
Tuesday, October 26, 2010, 8 AM, Morning
Prayer for Pastors @ Market Street UMC
Tuesday, November 2, 2010, 8AM, Morning
Prayer for Pastors @ Trinity UMC

Friday, November 5 -7, 2010, Conference
UMM/Va. Scouting at VUMAC, Blackstone
Wednesday, November 10, 2010, District
Committee on Ordained Ministry (T&P, TBA)
Friday, November 12 -14, 2010, E.S. District
Youth Retreat @ Camp Occohannock
Saturday, November 13, 2010, 10 AM,
Occohannock on the Bay General Board Mtg.
Camp Occohannock, Belle Haven

Sunday, November 14, 2010, 3 PM District
Conference , Onley UMC, Onley VA
Thursday, November 18, 2010 , 7 PM, Agape
Saturday, November 20, 2010, 9 AM, District
UMW Day Apart @ Grace UMC, Parksley
Thursday, November 25, 2010 , Thanksgiving,
District UMC Office closed.

Tuesday, November 30, 2010, 8 AM, Morn-
ing Prayer for Pastors (Accomack County)
Tuesday, December 7, 2010, 8 AM, Morning
Prayer for Pastors, (Northampton County)
Friday, December 24, 2010 thru Monday,
January 3, 2011, District UMC Office holiday
closing

Wednesday, January 12, 2011, District Com-
mittee on Ordained Ministry (T&P, TBA)
Tuesday, February, 8, 2011, District Commit-
tee on Ordained Ministry (T&P, TBA)
Tuesday, March 29, 2011, District Committee
on Ordained Ministry (T&P, TBA)

LOOKING FOR CHARGE CONFERENCE DATE
Go to <www.easternshoredistrictumc.org>;
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menu on the left of the screen.
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http://www.easternshoredistrictumc.org/templates/System/details.asp?id=40906&PG=Events&CID=925582&rDate=2010-09-24
http://www.easternshoredistrictumc.org/templates/System/details.asp?id=40906&PG=Events&CID=925582&rDate=2010-09-24

