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ARA Christmas Event Sel dom Comme

by H. Hasbrouck Hughes Jr., Bishop, Retired, The United Methodist Church
During December, church calendars are full of cantatas, pageants, and candlelight

N / services. Advent and Christmas herald the birth of Jesus Christ, so this is as it
AMerry should be
Oprestnas It is unlikely, however, that we will schedule commemorative observances of the
G 225t h anniversary of a major event in our <church
mastime.

That event was the O6Christmas Conference, 6 at |
more, from Christmas Eve, 1784, until January 2, 1785. The Conference is highly
significant to United Methodists because that was when we became a church. Wil-

l'iam Watters recorded that OWe became instead of
Church under the name of the Methodist Episcopal
€é. When the conference convened on Christmas Eve

N

Lovely Lane Meeting House in
Baltimore, MD is considered the ) )
Ga2iKSNJ / KdNDK 2¥el ¢SNRopjytendance. Thomas Coke presided, and r
aSiK2RAAYE plans for American Methodists.

é...While in session, the Christmas conference e

adopted a ritual, doctrinal standards, and a Discipline. It also authorized founding a

school 8 Cokesbury College in Abingdon, Maryland. When the conference adjourned,

the Methodist Episcopal Church was o6up and runni
The Christmas Conference is of momentous i mpor:

& 4 ‘ Surely the hand of God was in the factors that led to calling it, and the actions it

pegal 2 v | & took. Maybe we can find time this busy season to give thanks for what our forebears

- n— inthe faith didatahastly -call ed gathering 225 years ago thi

Last Feb. over 20 participants of all : } .
. . -taken in part from A Christmas Event Seldom Commemorated Heritage , Fall 2009
ages took a chilly dip in the np ! v (Heri )

Occohannock Creek to raise $6,000
for the Camp.

Freezin for a Reason! Polar Duck Dip Challenge

INSIDE THIS ISSUE Occohannock on the Bay Camp and Retreat Center will host the 2 " annual Polar
Christmas Eve 225 years agpg 1 Duck Dip on Saturday, February 20, 2010 beginning 2:30 p.m. at the Camp located
Polar Duck Dip pg 1 on 9403 Camp Lane in Belle Haven. The first annual Polar Duck Dip was in February
VIM Team to Mozambique pg 2 - . P
SIPPRC Training Event 0g 2 last year. Ove_r 20 participants of all ages took a chilly dip in the O_ccohannock Creek ) . .
Agape Ctr. needs you help pg 2 and raised $6,000.00 to benefit the Campds minis
Lay Speaking Events pg 3 this amount in 2010? The General Board, Executive Committee, campers (past and
uture), sta , volunteers an cam riends a

Support UMFS & SoSA pg 3 fut t ff | t d p f d ]
Clergy Spouses Retreat pg 4 bl Adi N i d . A d K
T T A ——r—" ng 4 are una e to fidipdo, consider sponsoring a fiduc
5 Talent Academy pg 4 fire, coffee, hot chocolate, hotdogs, chips, sodas and great fellowship! The Exmore
UM Day at General Assemblgg 5 Fire Department and lifeguards will be on site for emergency assistance if needed.
AR I A el e Everyone is invited to this benefit event even i
JAF loan program pg 5 ) ) . .
District Lay Leader ltr. pg 6 must sign a waiver. Those under the age of 18 must have a parent or guardian sig-
Clergy Christmas Dinner 6 nature on the waiver and a parent or guardian on site to participate. Pledge sheets

to sign -up sponsors and other forms are available on the camp website at

<www.ootbay.org> after December 5 h " Contact Jerry at the Camp Office if you have

questions at 757 -442 -7836 or e -mail <ootbay@verizon.net>

Make it one of your Nedévacdeptthedhallengeesol uti ons
CNFAYAYTE


http://www.ootbay.org/
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E.S. UMVIM Team to depart soon for Mozambique

Please keep the following persons in your prayers as they prepare to be in mission to

our brothers and sisters in Mozambique: Al Crockett from Cashville Charge; District
Superintendent Tammy Estep and her husband, David Outten; Patty Killmon and

Betsy Sweigard from Craddockville UMC; Lynda Moore from the Cheriton Charge;

Barbara Sturgis and Judy Worthington from Belle Haven -Bethel Charge. The team will
be in mission from Feb. 12  -25 at the Cambine Theological Seminary in Mozambique.

The Virginia Conference continues
to renovate the facilities at Cambine

Theological Seminary and cultivate . - .
relationehips with Seminarians, Training workshop set for S/PPR Committees
For more information about The Staff/Pastor Parish Committee can have a huge impact on the congregation, pas-

Mozambique and the Virginia Con-

FTENBYOS &LyAGAL (A & torand staff members ofghe church. Itis crucial that the meetings be conducted in
www.vaumc.org>ministries>mission ~ @n open supportive, flexible, participative, and trustworthy manner. Dealing with

both the celebrations and disappointments the S/PPRC must never forget they are

the body of Christ, and must always be aware of
Whether you are new to the Staff/Pastor Parish Relations Committee or a veteran
of several years, you are encourage to take advantage of the upcoming two -hour

training on Saturday, January 16, 2010 at Market Street UMC, Onancock. District
Superintendent, Rev. Tammy Estep will be the facilitator. The training will begin at

9: 30 am and conclude before lunch at 11:30 am.
To register, contact the District UMC office at 757 -665 -6295 or email us at

<esdsumc@verizon.net>. Make time for this 2 - hour workshop on Saturday, January

16. Youdll be glad you did.

Make a difference in a childos

-support the Agape Center in Horntown
The Agape Christian Childrenés Community Center
m fﬁ ‘H;"W‘ “v | in September with enroliment of 18 in the preschool, which quickly grew to the pre-
‘ ~-lf vP sent 21. Mrs. Doris Cropper returned as the Director. Two new teachers, Mrs. Lisa
- Sepelak and Mrs. Laura Capps along with aides, Maureen Stout, Montego Johnson,
and Nancy Passwaters have joined the staff of Jackie Holden, Robinn Fletcher, Lois
Mar shall, and Shelina Walji. They wil!/l be teachi
Ti meo as well as sharing the stories and |l ove of
The children come from Horntown and the surrounding communities. Many are
from single family homes or living with a grandparent or other relative. They need a
safe place to play; to learn about Jesus and prepare for kindergarten. The Agape
Center is providing that.
Recently Kilmarnock UMC youth came and held a fair and Thanksgiving dinner for
the Center and Horntown community. Other visitors were Bay View UMC, Oceanview
UuMC, & Johnsono6s UMC.
We would like to thank the churches, individuals, and United Methodist Men and
Women who have so graciously sent funds and/or supplies. We would not be able to
stay open without you.
Our prayers have been answered and the children are coming, however, the fi-
nances are at an all time low! None of the families are able to pay the low weekly
tuition of $65.00 and all require weekly scholarships of $25 to $55. The Agape Cen-
ter has applied for grants, but will not be receiving any for 2010, which means we
must rely solely on donations. Agape needs approximately $6,000 per month for
salaries and $4,000 for scholarships. We pray you will find it in your hearts to sup-
port the Agape Center on a monthly basis. No amount is too small! Working to-
gether as the Body of Christ, we wil/| be able to
children.

Scholarships and donations can
be made payable tdgape CCCC
and mailed to Barbara Mason,
Treasurer at P.O. Box 704,
Chincoteague, VA 23336

Invite a speaker to your church
to learn more about the Agape
Center. Call the Center at 757
824-0072 or Barbara Mason at
757-336-6436.
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Lay 6Speakingd Changes to Lay

AFor many years there has been a debate concer

the word fAspeakersodo has caused many to form th

to respond t oTh&mpiedsion they hale.is that they will be forced to lead . R R
worship or preach and, if this is not their gift, to stay away from the program and the ¢2dzO0K ¢KS [AFS h
training. We are all members of the body of Chl¥qué&antoychtgeligafaghide 4
fore and make Disciples of all the nations, baptiz ing them in the name of the Father as you support th.e United Met )

and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that | have com- odist Fgmll}l Servllces Offering.

' i Your gift will provide scholar-
manded you; and | o, I am with you al ways even Ehﬁ)sfbrﬁhﬂdreﬁ&wgteﬁginthe
wards that end we are all given different gifts to use in response to this call. We each our intensive treatment and
have different ways that we can fispeakodo Godos |teatmendfgster;,carspoograngwi | |
teach, some will feed the hungry, and some will care for the sick, etc. The Lay life skills training, music, art anfl
Speaking program presents opportunities to serve in many different areas of minis- horticulture programs through
try. We must not limit the people who want to serve by telling them that they have our Charterhouse School and
to fipreachd or | ead worshi if the want to beCharteL:%us_e_DgyTreat entr We

P ) p ] y ) Prggra , Spiritu |Pe&oBrée§
them to fispeako with the gift& RitklDawsonGod has gi|lyRRNRHARM2 dzNJ OK F LI I
NOTE: Because of the confusion, we have changed the name of the conference - and ongoing counseling and
wide training weekend to fALay Ministries Acad|suppodtooufadoptivéanch |l ay
The Academy will be held Feb. 26 -28, 2010, at the Virginia United Methodist Assem- foster care families. For more
bly Center i n 8Bctaberkk@09 lmity& . éNews, Conference Board of Laity information about UMFS or to
find UMFS Offering materials,
please visit our website at
www.umfs.orgor contact Linda
Conference Lay Ministries Academy, Blackstone Ray at 80£254-9692.
This yearo6s Academy at the Virginia U.M. Assembly Cént;er in |Bl ac
Friday, February 26 (4:00  -5:45 pm is registration and check -in) and conclude with
lunch on Sunday, Feb. 28 (12:15 -1 pm). The Basic Course, which is the first step in
becoming a lay speaker, will be offered as well as 17 Advanced Courses. Topics for
Advanced Courses are: Authentic Outreach, Lay Speakers are Servant Leaders, The F S
Bi bl e for Lay Ministers, Lay Speakers Discover s CHM |9 The J
Prayers, Lay Speakers Speak Publicly, Lay Speakers Teach Adults, Storytelling -1 Love Serving families with our
. . . . hearts and our expertise
to Tell the Story, Advanced Storytelling -Great Bible Stories Paralleled in Modern
Times, Clown Ministry, Lay Speaking Ministers Interpret to Others our United Method-
ist Heritage, Development of Our Christian Beliefs from 50 to 325 A.D., Older Adult
Ministry, Prison Ministry  -What to Expect, Virginia Conference Deomgraphics Work-
shop - A Look at the Community Around Your Church, Ministry to Persons with Disabili-
ties - Radical Hospitality and Worship, and Evangelism. Total cost is $155.34 per per-
son. For more information and registration go to <www.vaumc.org>; select
AUpcoming Eventso; select the date. I'f you do|# ‘ net
contact the District UMC Office at 757 -665 -6295 for the registration. e Y g T e
The{f 20A S8 2F ({Go
(SoSA) annual alternative Chrisgt-
The Shorebds Lay Speakers Tr ai nmps@ftgonai@gugoraramt u
The District Committee on Lay Speaking _is offering the . l?a;ic_ Course and thfa Ad- I; ;ll r;ggggts;g;z nh; 20(; osr?:- i
vanced Course: Lay Speakers Grow Spiritually Through Daily Discipline during the tion to feed the hungry in their
Lenten Season. The schedule is every Monday in March 2010 from 6:30 8 9:00 pm at yIEYSo L 2dzNJ K2[y 2 NJ
Melfa UMC. Registration fee is $10 per person. hungerrelief ministry will be
Franktown UMC will host the Spring School of Lay Speaking Ministries in May of- announced with their onef-a-
fering the Basic Course (May 13 -15) and various  Advanced Courses (May 14 -15). kind Christmas card. No other
The Fall School of Lay Speaking will be held at Market Street UMC on September gift can do so much for so I|_ttle
24-25,2010. Advanced Courses will offered only. Phone 18003334597, email
’ <card@endhunger.org>;
For more information |look for February AShor gldder®fline@’ cContpct
trict Director on Lay Speaking Ministries (757 -824 -0795); <luvdoves@intercom.net> <www.endhunger.org/card>



http://www.umfs.org
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In Defense of Creation 0 Clergy Spouses Retreat

Bishop Charlene P. Kammerer has announced a change in the topic for the 2010
Clergy Spouses Retreat. The focus wil!/ now be
an updated initiative of the Council of Bishops. The original document was first
published in 1986. This new initiative will explore the problems of and solutions
to nuclear weapons, environmental degradation, global warming, endemic pov-
erty and disease. The retreat will be held Thursday through Saturday, March 4
to 6, 2010, at the United Methodist Assembly Center in Blackstone, VA. A vari-
ety of interest groups will also be offered including Ed & Libby Wright leading a
group for clergy couples titled "Two Ministers in a Parsonage" and Leigh
Kammerer leading a group for male clergy spouses. Come for an opportunity to

2ok make new friends, renew friendships, relax and have fun. Dress is casual.
Bishop Kammerer will be the The retreat planning committee is chaired by Margaret Sisson and is spon-
yeg/ngtil\s];)%akeg alfjge d'\:;réhg 3 \?vogegl Rygr}e [CJ:I_ergy Family E_nrichme_nt Committee of the Board of Ordained Min-

istry. Registration and more information will be sent to clergy spouses early

January. For more information now, you can contact Margaret Sisson at
<rsisson@verizon.net>

Bishop Schnase, Ministers Convocation Speaker
Millions of people have read, studi edheFaend us:¢
Practices of Fruitful Congregations . Now he has more for us. Bishop Schnase is
working on some new ideas and we will get an early look at these.
The 2010 convocat i ohruitfuhLeimge. &wi Bi sbepiRobert S
of the Missouri Area will be the keynote speaker. We will also have great preach-
ing from Bishop Kammerer, Dr. Youtha Hardman -Cromwell, and Rev. Jonathan
Park. As always, there will be worship, special music, workshops, and time for
fellowship with other Virginia Conference ministers.
Mi ni stersé Convocat i o421, 2010 (Tuestag thrdugmTinasr y 1 9
day), at the Virginia United Methodist Assembly Center in Blackstone.
Now is the time to register. You may download a registration brochure from
the Events calendar at<  www.vaumc.org >. Registrations are mailed to the As-
sembly Center in Blackstone.

Bishop Robert Schnase , author
of The Five Practices of Fruitful
Congregations will bring new E. S. Pastors t o attend next nb5
l?oenaisntgaf:ﬁa'\rﬂ;”'smrs Convoca- g pastors on the Easter Shore District plan to travel together to the Saturday,
' February 20, 2010 Five Talent Academy . At the present, the place and time for
the event are TBA. The contact for travel arrangements is the District Office.
This event, the second of five scheduled for the 5 Talent Academy , will focus
on worship. Sally Morgenthaler, known best for her book, "Worship Evangelism,"
will be the speaker. Morgenthaler helps missional congregations innovate minis-
try that begins in neighborhoods and workplaces. She also helps congregations
craft corporate worship experiences that reflect this key shift. Morgenthaler
teaches on culture and leadership at Fuller, George Fox and Asbury seminaries.
The first session of the 5 Talent Academy f ocused on AMinistry wit
and was highly successful with more than 500 in attendance. For more informa-
tion on the Five Talent Academy go to <www. Vval
Eventso; select date of the event.


http://www.vaumc.org

December -January 2010 Shoreline Newsletter, Page 5

Join hundreds on U.M. Day at General Assembly
For the past 17 years, United Methodist Day at the General Assembly has helped

faith comm unities become empowered to serve as missionaries of justice, as well /

as the more traditional missionaries of mercy. United Methodist Day, and other ’
avenues of faithful advocacy, help United Methodists look beyond mercy ministry ' '
to ask, AWhat caused this problem? What <causg
ment ? I nadequate health care? Global war ming
gregations who wonder, fAHow can | make a di
maritan in our world to the fullest sense?0

tions a vehicle for reaching beyond themselves and introduces them to the Social
Principles of the United Methodist Church in a meaningful way.
i...what does the Lord require of you but
and to walk humbly with your God. 0 Mi cah 6:
Plan to join Bishop Kammerer and hundreds of Virginia Conference United

Methodists on February 4, 2010  who intend to transform the world for the sake United Methodist Day at
of the gospel of Jesus Christ. For more information and registration go to General Assembly gives
< vaumc.org/NCFileRepository/ChurchSociety/2010UMDayGeneralAssembly.pdf > congregations a vehicle for

reaching beyond themselves.

Have a Healthy Winter!

ltés cold and flu season. The H1IN1 flwu, initilally called the Sw
United States late in the 2009 flu season and has been active through the summer.
While HIN1 flu has been the focus of attention since spring, we must not forget that
we are entering the typical seasonal flu season as the cold months approach. It is
important for designated high risk groups to be vaccinated against HIN1 and it is
equally important for those in the seasonal flu high risk groups to receive the sea-
sonal flu vaccine. Flu vaccines will prevent the illness. )é?]lé ﬁirlr:iask\?vitr?dzrre}/se ?(: izlgs
Shot vaccinations are NOT live vaccines and will not make you sick. Nasal spray your hands clean. ’
vaccines ARE live vaccines and can cause you to be sick and anyone who is in a high
risk group is vulnerable if in contact with a live vaccine recipient for at least 7 days
and up to 3 weeks. If you have a high risk person (compromised immune system) JAF Loan Program
you are in contact with regularly, consider the shot vaccine or at least limit your con-
tact with the person to preserve their health.

One of the most important steps

Jubliee Assistance Fund (JAF)|is a
loan program where a local

If you are unsure of your status or concerned about receiving a flu vaccine, see church establishes an account |at
your doctor. The reason there is a separate HIN1 shot is because the outbreak be- the Virginia United Methodist
gan after the 2009 -2010 seasonal flu shot was already in production and was not Credit Union to provide collat-
available for inclusion. During the outbreak, health officials recognized that young eralized small, short term loang

for individuals who would not
qualify for loans otherwise. To
qualify for JAF, the borrower
agrees to receive financial coup

people were more susceptible than older persons, so the focus has been to vaccinate
our youth first. If HIN1 continues to pose a threat, expect that it will be part of the
seasonal flu vaccine next fall and risk groups will be identified accordingly.

The most important steps you can take to prevent colds and flu this winter, is to seling, loan monitoring and pay-
keep your hands clean. While sneezing and coughing can spread germs, they are roll deduction. The program is
typically spread by hand from a surface to the face or more specifically the eyes, way to provide your church
nose, or mouth. Cough or sneeze into your elbow. Wash your hands regularly or members short term help during

a financial crisis and financial
management tools to assist
them with long term financial

use alcohol -based hand gel. If your hands do not smell clean, then they are not
clean. Clean hands can significantly improve your opportunity to stay healthy regard-

less of where you go. stability. For information on

Stay home if you are sick. This includes NOT going to church service. If you are partnering with VUMCU to es-
at risk due to age or health, limit your exposure. Remember that health institutions tablish a fund at your church call
like the hospital may continue to require children and youth under 18 to not visit. 866-657-0004 or email:

d Barbara Justis, District Disaster Response Communications Coordinator <creditunion@vumcu.org>



http://vaumc.org/NCFileRepository/ChurchSociety/2010UMDayGeneralAssembly.pdf

