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Rev. Pat Watkins will lead a 
Lenten Study on Sunday, 
March 1  at Epworth UMC  

How are we as Christians caring for Godôs     
creation? A Lenten Study for E.S. Clergy & Laity  
Given the fact that our faith compels us to be more connected to God's creation, 

how do we live out our faith given that connection?  Sunday, March 1, 2009   

Epworth UMC will host a district -wide Lenten Study from 6 -8 pm.  The Rev. Pat 

Watkins will present  "A Biblical Foundation for Creation Care" an interactive con-

versation making a Biblical/faith connection to our responsibility to care for 

God's creation.   There will be discussion concerning an environmental issue 

from the perspective of the faith.  

 

Watkins is an ordained elder in the Va. Conference of The United Methodist 

Church, having served churches in the Lynchburg District.  He and his wife,    

Denise Honeycutt served as missionaries in Nigeria with the United Methodist 

General Bd. of Global Ministries.  He currently serves as a Church and Commu-

nity Worker for the U.M.C. assigned to a ministry to Godôs creation in the Va. 

Conference and is a member of the United Methodist Womenôs Division Green 

Team for the denomination.  Pat tries to live out his passion for Godôs creation 

by living his life in such a way as to make a smaller footprint on Godôs earth.  He 

is an avid organic, permaculture gardener.  His passion is to raise the aware-

ness, particularly among people of faith, that there is a connection between faith 

and taking care of Godôs creation.  He and Denise live in Richmond. 

 

Dinner will be served so reservations are a must .  Contact the District UMC Of-

fice by Fe. 23 at 757 -665 -6295 or email esdsumc@verizon.net The cost is $6 

(payable to  Epworth UMC).  Dress is casual.  Pastors, church leaders and any-

one interested is invited to attend.  Clergy receive 1/4 C.E.U.  

 

Training Event Set for S/PPRC and Pastors  
The Staff/Pastor Parish Committee can have a huge impact on the congregation, 

pastor and staff members of the church.  It is crucial that the meetings be con-

ducted in an open, supportive, flexible, participative, and trustworthy manner.  

Dealing with both the celebrations and disappointments inherent in any human 

family and church the S/PPRC must never forget they are the body of Christ, and 

must always be aware of the mission of Godôs church.  . 
 

Whether you are new to the Staff/Pastor Parish Relations Committee or a vet-

eran of several years you are encouraged to take advantage of the upcoming 

two -hour training on Saturday, March 14, 2009 at Painter -Garrisons UMC.  Pas-

tors are also invited.   District Superintendent, Rev. Tammy Estep will be the in-

structor.  It will begin at 9:30 am and conclude before lunch at 11:30 am.  There 

is no cost and dress is casual.  To register, contact the District UMC office at 757

-665 -6295 or email us at esdsumc@verizon.net .  Directions to Painter -Garrisons 

UMC: from Rt. 13 turn east on Main Street at the Painter traffic light. The church 

is 1/4 mile on right.  Take the time on Sat., Mar. 14 for this 2 -hour course.  

CǊŜŜȊƛƴΩ ŦƻǊ ŀ wŜŀǎƻƴΗ tŀƎŜ 

2 for OOTB Polar Duck Dip 

Photo: Camp Occohannock  
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Go ahead, take 
the plunge/dip!  
Sign up today 
for the Polar 
Duck Dip at   
Occohannock 
On the Bay.   
hǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘƻƻ 
άŎƘƛŎƪŜƴέ ǎǇƻƴπ
sor one of our                 

more daring  
dippers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Looking for UMW informa-
tion/resources? Go to the 
Virginia Conference United 
-ÅÔÈÏÄÉÓÔ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ×ÅÂȤ

site at www.vaumw.org 

Freezinô for a Reason!                                         
Camp Occohannock will host itôs first Polar Duck Dip on Saturday, February 21, 

2009.  Arrive at 11:30 AM and join other ñducksò to take a dip in the             

Occohannock Creek.   Registration fee is $20.00 and if you register by February 

11 th, youôll receive an original sweatshirt commemorating the event.  ñPolar 

Ducksò are requested to solicit sponsors in support of their participation. Contact 

the Camp office at 757 -442 -7836 to register and for the sponsor and waiver 

forms or you may visit www.ootbay.org   Parents/legal guardians must be pre-

sent with their child(ren) from the beginning of the event until the child leaves 

the premises.   Join us for an early afternoon of fun, camp fire, coffee and hot 

chocolate.  Exmore Fire Department and lifeguards will be on site should any 

emergency assistance be necessary.  This event is to support Occohannock on 

the Bay Camp and Retreat Center, a ministry of the United Methodist churches 

on the Eastern Shore of Va.  

 

Give a Child a Gift that Makes Memories  
Do you have trouble finding a special birthday gift for your child or grandchild?  

How about giving them a week this summer at Occohanncock on the Bay Camp 

and Retreat Center.  A variety of summer camp options are available for children 

and youth, ages 5 -15.  Typically, the camp offers 6 one week -sessions from late 

June through early August.  Day Camp introduces young children to the joys of 

camp.  Day Camp is Monday thru Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Children age 7

-9 can enjoy their first opportunity for overnight camp with the Mini Camp ses-

sions which are 2 days and 2 nights, Wednesday thru Friday.  Ages 9 -12 have 

several options for a week of fun.  There are 6 classic resident sessions and sev-

eral specialty camps that are 5 days and 5 nights beginning on Sunday evening 

and ending on Friday.  Middle school camp for ages 12 -15 offer a perfect mix of 

wild adventure and faith development activities from Sunday evening to Friday.  

Other specialty camps may be offered for the teens.  Call Jerry at 757 -442 -7836 

or email: ootbay@verizon.net  to discuss camp options or to reserve a week of 

camp.  All camp sessions are first come, first serve.  Look for the 2009 summer 

camp information at www.ootbay.org  very soon!  
 

Camp Occohannock ï ñWhere Faith is Strengthened and Lives are Changed!ò 

 

 

United Methodist Women News  
United Methodist Women, please put Saturday,  February 21st on your calendar 

and plan to attend our District Fellowship Luncheon at Franktown UMC beginning 

11:30 am.   The cost of the meal is $7.00.   The menu includes:   Hot Chicken 

Salad Casserole, Cranberry Congealed Salad, Deviled Egg, Roll, Coffee and Cake  

Please  contact your Area Leader to give the number of those attending from 

your unit.    
 

Coming up in March on our district is Officer's Training for all local units.  

Come  and  learn about  the  duties and responsibilities of your local unit posi-

tion.   Light refreshments will be served.  Dates and time will be forthcoming 

soon!  
 

For more information contact District UMW President Annette N. Austin at  410 -

957 -0059 or anaustin@comcast.net    

Got any old photos of  the Camp?  

Contact the Camp Office at 757-

442-7836 and talk with Jerry! 

http://www.ootbay.org/
mailto:ootbay@verizon.net
http://www.ootbay.org/
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From the District Superintendent  
February 2009  

Dear Friends,  

Happy New Year to you!  As I write this letter, all of my interviews are com-

pleted with each pastor on the district and I will begin meeting with Staff/

Pastor Parish Relations committees where a move is requested.  All churches 

and pastors should have updated their profiles by now for 2009.  

 

In the midst of this time of change and anxiety for some, and in the midst of 

new missions and ministries unfolding for others, I want to share with you a 

scripture that I will be sharing with those who will be anticipating changeéfor 

I think it has much to say to all of us:  

The wisest Cabinet members and the most hospitable churches cannot discern 

or see the plans God has for us.  Only when we open ourselves to God and 

seek God with our whole heart through fervent prayer and Bible Study and 

silent meditation, can God work in and through us to fulfill Godôs will.  So I 

invite you to join me during this season of change in leadership and deepen-

ing discipleship to make this scripture the core of your prayer life.  I canôt wait 

for Godôs plans to unfold for you, your church and our world! 

 

This morning, I woke up at 4 am and couldnôt fall back to sleep.  So I decided 

to follow the examples set before me by some of my colleagues on the dis-

trict.  I got up, prayed and listened for Godôs Word for me.  The Jeremiah text 

was given to me again during this time of prayer as was the Parable of the 

Talents through Don Cousinsô book, Experiencing Leader SHIFT .  Cousins com-

ments on the parable in Matthew 25:14 -30.  Notice that the owner of the tal-

ents gives the talents out according to the servantôs ability.  You will recall 

that 1 servant gets 5 and gains 5 more talents, another servant gets 2 talents 

and gains 2 more talents and both were told by the Master: ñWell done, good 

and faithful servant.  You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in 

charge of many things; enter into the joy of your Master .ò  Did you notice that 

these two servants received the exact same affirmation from the Master even 

though one gained more talents than the other.  In Godôs kingdom, success is 

not based on numbers but on faithfulness.  The 3 rd  servant that was given 1 

talent buried it and didnôt gain anything new so the Master found that servant 

to be unfaithful.  

  

Cousins reminds us that the first dimension of faithfulness is ñWhat has God 

given you?  Do you know what youôve been given?ò  This question has to do 

with our natural talents, our material talents and our educational and job 

training.  It also includes the spiritual gifts found in Galations 5:22 -33 .  Our 

ability to be faithful begins with knowing what God has given to us and shar-

ñFor surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for 

your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.  Then 

when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you. 

When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with your 

heart, I will let you find me, says the Lord .ò Jeremiah 29:11-14a  

District Superintendent 
Tammy Estep 

Χ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǇǊŜǾŀƭŜƴǘ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊπ

ica despite our great excess, and 

what some non-profit groups ς 

several based in Virginia ς are do-

ing about it. Nearly 40 million peo-

ple in this country are classified 

άŦƻƻŘ ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊŜέ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴπ

ment, meaning they may not know 

where their next meal is coming 

from. Many of our local churches 

support local food pantries, which 

in this slumping economy are bear-

ing more and more of the burden. 

Organizations like Stop Hunger 

Now and the Society of St. Andrew 

are working hard to ease the prob-

lem of hunger in America. Some 

say hunger could be eliminated if 

we really wanted to put the re-

sources together to do so.  

-Read about it in the February 

Issue of  The Virginia Advocate! 

To Subscribe call   

1-800-768-6040 




