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Rev. James Gulley, UMCOR 
consultant  who was 
trapped during Haiti earth-
quake, will speak on Tues. 
evening at Annual Confer-
ence.  For more information 
about Annual Conference, 
go to www.vaumc.org>> 
Resources>>AC 2010 
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Leading by following Jesuséé 
Leading by Following Jesus ïDisciples Nurtured and Transformed is the theme of 

the upcoming 228th session of Annual Conference (AC), June 13 -16 at the Scope 

Arena in Norfolk.  In preparation, our churches are receiving an offering for the 

three global mission projects designated by Bishop Kammerer and assembling 

health , school, layette, birthing , and sewing kits to take to AC drop -off sites.  

 Sunday evening at Annual Conference there will be a service and Holy  

Communion remembering those clergy, clergy spouses and AC lay members who 

died during the previous year.  Monday morning clergy and laity meet in their 

respective sessions.  Every afternoon begins with a time of worship lead by Con-

ference Preacher Rev. Vance Ross, member of the executive leadership team of 

the General Board of Discipleship in Nashville.  Monday evening Bishop  

Kammerer will preside at the ñService for the Ordering of Ministryò, which is the 

licensing, commissioning and ordaining of candidates (your pastor may be 

among them).  Tuesday and Wednesday mornings, Rev. Marc Brown, Ms. Kathy 

Merry, and Rev. John Briggs will lead Bible study.  Rev. James Gulley, U.M. Com-

mittee on Relief (UMCOR) consultant who was trapped with his colleagues in the 

rubble of Hotel Montana after the January 12th earthquake in Port -au-Prince, 

Haiti, will speak on Tuesday evening.  Reports and resolutions will be received 

and voted on.  And, each day and evening everyone gets to sing, and sing and 

sing!  Clergy and lay members alike will participate in hands -on-mission projects 

taking place Monday and Tuesday: Stop Hunger Now meal preparation and bag-

ging and loading potatoes for regional food banks and church pantries.  And just 

before we leave on Wednesday at 11 am, the bishop will announce the new ap-

pointments to our churches.  

 So, now you know what your pastor and AC lay member will be doing on June 

13 -16 and when they get back from Conference theyôll share even more of that 

experience with you.   

 

Give a Child a Gift that Makes Memories  
Do you have trouble finding a special birthday gift for your child or grandchild?  

How about giving them a week this summer at Camp Occohanncock on the Bay.  

A variety of summer camp options are available for children and youth, ages 5 -

15.  Typically, the camp offers 6 one week -sessions from late June through early 

August.  Day Camp introduces young children to the joys of camp.  Day Camp is 

Monday thru Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  A day camp week session for Ele-

mentary age is new this year Children age 7 -9 can enjoy their first opportunity 

for overnight camp with the Mini Camp sessions which are 2 days and 2 nights, 

Wednesday thru Friday.  Ages 9 -12 have several options for a week of fun.  

There are 6 classic resident sessions and several specialty camps that are 5 days 

and 5 nights beginning on Sunday evening and ending on Friday.  Middle school 

camp for ages 12 -15 offer a perfect mix of wild adventure and faith development  

                       ðcontinued on page 2  
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Camp Occohannock ï 

ñWhere Faith is 

Strengthened and Lives 

are Changed!ò 

 

 

Barb Mason 
District Lay Leader 

 
 
 

Subscribe to Virginia 
#ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅȭÓ Á×ÁÒÄ-
winning monthly 
magazine on-line at  
https://www.vaumc.org/
SSLPage.aspx?pid=494 
 

Give a Child a Gift that Makes Memories  contôd from pg 1 

activities from Sunday evening to Friday.  Specialty camps are offered for the 

teens.  Call Jerry at 757 -442 -7836 or email: < ootbay@verizon.net >  to discuss 

camp options or to reserve a week of camp.  All camp sessions are first come, 

first serve.  The Summer Camp Brochure is available online at 

< www.ootbay.org >.  And new ðOccohannock on the Bay is now on Facebook !  

 Camp Director Jerry Mobley and the Summer Staff would love to come to 

your church to talk about Summer Camps.  Call him today!  

ðBarbara Justis, Public Relations, Occohannock on the Bay Executive Committee   

 

 

 

District Lay Leaderôs Corner 
 

Brothers & Sisters in Christ,  

Someone mentioned that Annual Conference is a little over three weeks away 

and I couldnôt believe it was that close.  Somehow the time just seems to fly by 

when weôre concentrating on trying to live our lives the way Christ would have 

us to.  I seem to move from one mission or meeting to another without realizing 

how time has moved on.  Does that sound familiar?  In these busy times, we 

sometimes do not take the time to ñre-groupò and give ourselves time to con-

nect to our God through prayer, meditation and study.  As important as ñwalking 

the talkò is to Christians, listening for the guidance of our heavenly Father 

through the Holy Spirit should be the basis for all we do.  As we move into the 

busy summer months, please join me in making a concerted effort to put God 

first, activities second.  

 Annual Conference is a blessed time of meaningful worship, conferencing to-

gether as the Body of Christ and seeing old friends from previous appointments 

or conferences.  Cokesbury Book Store is also a great attraction as well as the 

mission displays.  I would like to encourage you to come to Norfolk for a day, 

even if youôre not a delegate.  There is so much to be learned and experienced. 

 Donôt forget your 4 Cans 4 Conference to be donated to the food bank there 

as well as your kits for conference.  You   can also be part of the Feed the Hun-

gry program.  All these things are ways we, as the hands and feet of Christ, can 

serve others.  

 The Laity Banquet will be Monday June 14 at the Waterside Marriott.  Tickets 

are $26.00 and I will have them at the District Orientation on June 1 at Drum-

mondtown UMC.  The speaker is Rev. Jim Gulley, a survivor of the Haiti earth-

quake.  I look forward to hearing him.   

-Grace and peace, Barb Mason, District Lay Leader  

 

 

 

Gentlemen ï Mark Your Calendars!  
It is coming!   A weekend of spiritual uplifting inspiration. The Conference United 

Methodist Menôs Spiritual Retreat will be November 5 ï 7, 2010 at the Virginia 

United Methodist Assembly Center in Blackstone.   Mark your calendars for a 

weekend that will recharge and energize your soul.   More details to come in up-

coming newsletters.  You can also find more information by going to the Virginia 

United Methodist Menôs website at <http://www.virginiamen.org/>   

ðHenry Cathey, District United Methodist Men President  

mailto:ootbay@verizon.net
http://www.ootbay.org/
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Ȱ'Ï 'ÒÅÅÎȱ 
Badge Buddies 
The Virginia Chapter of 

the Professional Associa-

tion of United Methodist 

Church Secretaries 

(PAUMCS) will, again this 

ÙÅÁÒȟ ÂÅ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÉÎÇ Ȱ'Ï 

'ÒÅÅÎȱ "ÁÄÇÅ "ÕÄÄÉÅÓ ÁÔ 

their display table during 

Annual Conference. The 

Badge Buddy is fabric and 

hangs from an adjustable 

strap. It has a place in 

which to slide your name-

tag, a closeable pocket for 

room keys, credit cards or 

cash, and a place on the 

back for a small note pad 

and pen. The cost is $5 

each and the proceeds will 

go toward training local 

church secretaries.  

Voices of Youth in concert on the Shore  
Voices of Youth  (VOY) is celebrating 25 years in mission this year by spending 

time in EVERY DISTRICT of the Virginia Conference. They will be in concert at 

Trinity UMC in Cape Charles on Saturday, July 17 beginning at 7 pm.  Please 

take note of the concert date and location and plan to attend.  Pass this informa-

tion on to youth in your congregations, and bring them with you to the concert!  

  VOY is a mission outreach and education program of the Virginia Conference 

of the United Methodist Church whose purpose is to Awaken the UMC to        

Mission.  VOY is a summer youth vocal choir that participates in mission work in 

the U.S. and abroad, and then shares their mission experiences via music and 

testimonies.  Each year 30 -40 high school youth travel to a mission site for ap-

proximately one week, followed by vocal concerts at a dozen or more VA UMC 

churches over the following 2 weeks.   

  

 

School of Christian Mission featuring courses for 

children and youth in addition to adult studies  
The 2010 School of Christian Mission (SOCM) will be held July 22 -25 and July 26

-29 at the Virginia U.M. Assembly Center in Blackstone. Once again there will be 

tracks offered for youth and children as well as adult studies.  New this year: 

participants will be able to select 2 courses.   

 What is the SOCM?  Itôs an opportunity for men, women, youth and children 

to learn about being partners in Godôs global mission, and to grow spiritually 

through study and worship.  

 Who should attend?  Clergy, local church leaders, U.M. Women, U.M. Men, 

mission coordinators, young adults, clergy, youth, and children.  Anyone who is 

mission -minded!  CEU awarded to clergy and 10 hours of training is offered to-

ward lay speaker advanced certification.  

 Make plans to attend, announce it in your churches so that a group of you can 

carpool.  Scholarships are available.  

 For more information, contact Chris Cole at 540 -289 -5182 or email her at 

<criscole@ntelos.net>.  Or you can access the registration/brochure at 

www.vaumc.org>>Calendar>>(use event dates)  

 

 

 

Shore bids farewell to nine pastors  
In this time of transition, we would like to offer thanks for the ministry of nine of 

our pastors that will be moving on from their current appointments and into new 

fields of ministry:  Janet Grissett , Accomac Charge (Drummondtown and Wood-

berry); Kenneth ñSkeeterò Armstrong, Craddockville UMC; Romy Velasco , Grace 

UMC; David Chew , Greenbackville Charge (Union and Sign Post); Jerry Fluharty , 

Hallwood; Mina Sumpter , Leemont Charge (Adams and Metropolitan); Rita  

Kanten , New Hope Charge (Evergreen, Harborton and Mears Memorial); John 

Sweeney , Oak Hall Charge (Assawoman and Downings); Tom Durrance , Painter -

Quinby Charge (Painter -Garrisons and Smithôs Chapel).  Deep gratitude and 

thanks goes out to each pastor and their family for offering Christ to us for a 

season!  

 

Donations needed for 
Eagle Scout Project at 
Camp Occohannock 
17 yr. old James Haley of  Boy 
Scout Troop #311, Atlantic is 
working on his Eagle Scout 
project, which is to build ten  
picnic tables at  Occohannock 
on the Bay.  He needs  to raise 
$2,000 for the materials.  If 
you would like to help him 
with this project, please send 
donations  payable to Oak 
Hall U.M.M., Attn:  Donnie 
Wessells, P.o. Box 244,      
Temperanceville, VA  23442 
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Government  
restricts use  
of wireless  
microphones  

Under a new Federal Com-
munications Commission 
(FCC) rule, churches can no 
longer use wireless micro-
phones or similar devices 
that operate in the 700 MHz 
Band. The new regulation 
will take effect on June 12. 
To see if this law affects 
ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȭÓ ×ÉÒÅÌÅÓÓ ÍÉȤ
crophones, check the list at 
ÔÈÅ &##ȭÓ 7ÅÂ ÓÉÔÅ ÁÔ 
www.fcc.gov/cgb/
wirelessmicrophones/
manufacturers.html  
 

 

Ms. Lindsay Fuller, who will 
be enrolling her child at the 
Agape Center in Horntown 
is sponsoring this barbeque 
chicken dinner at the Green-
backville Firehouse to bene-
fit the Center.  Fri., June 11 
from 5-7 pm.  Cost is $7 
adults; $5 children 4-12. 
Come out and support this 
E.S. UMC ministry! 

Support for All Godôs Children Camp 
This summer children of incarcerated mothers will come together for a week -

long adventure at camp where they will swim, fish, hike, sing, roast marshmal-

lows, learn how much God loves and cares about them, and discover that they 

are not the only ones with an incarcerated mother.  Occohannock on the Bay 

Camp and Retreat Center will again be hosting All Godôs Children Camp on Au-

gust 15 -20.  Prayerfully consider how you can help by: mentoring, supplies, 

prayer, financial contribution.  

 For more information, visit the web site at www.vaumc.org/agcc  or contact    

Casey Torrence, Director of All Godôs Children Camp at 1-800 -768 -6040 or 804 -

521 -1100 ext. 138 or email <caseytorrence@vaumc.org>  

 

 

Lay Speaking Ministries  
The Committee on Lay Speaking Ministries is pleased to share with you that our 

2010 Lenten Advance Course served 7 laity and the Spring School had a total of 

26 participants ð15 in Advanced courses and 8 in the Basic Course.   Lay Speak-

ers were reminded of the three key words to Lay Speaking Ministries:  Caring, 

Leading and Communicating.  Please remember, that the Basic Course study 

does not prepare participants to preach.  Brand new ïDistrict Committee on Lay 

Speaking Ministries is now on Facebook !  Weôre still planning a Lay Speaker Con-

vocation on Saturday, August 7 th  but a location is needed.  Ideally we wanted to 

BBQ outside and be in fellowship with one another.   Please let me know if ñyour 

church is the place.ò  Donôt forget to mark your calendars now for the Fall Train-

ing, September 24 & 25 at Market Street UMC, Onancock, VA.  More info in the 

next Shoreline.     ðRev. Brenda Laws, Director, District Lay Speaking Ministries  

 

 

When thunder roars, go indoors  
Thunderstorms are common this time of year.  All thunderstorms produce light-

ning and are dangerous.  Each year in the United States, more than 400 people 

are struck by lightning. On average, between 55 and 60 people are killed; hun-

dreds of others suffer permanent neurological disabilities. Most of these trage-

dies can be avoided with a few simple precautions. When thunderstorms 

threaten, get to a safe place. Lightning safety is an inconvenience that can save 

your life. Many lightning deaths occur ahead of storms or after storms seemingly 

passed.   

 Remember, if you can hear thunder, you are in danger. When indoors, stay 

away from windows, plumbing, electrical equipment and wiring.  Do not use your 

corded phone (one that attaches to the house jack). Cordless phones are safe.  

If you have an activity planned outside and thunderstorms are forecast, consider 

postponing or at least have a plan where you would go if a storm approaches.  

Monitor the weather and look for darkening clouds, increasing winds and flashes 

of lightning.  Go inside when you hear distant rumbles.  Only fully enclosed 

buildings are safe.  Make sure you have time to get to safety.  If you cannot get 

indoors, then a hardtop car is safe with the windows rolled up.  Once the storm 

passes, stay in you safe place for at least 30 minutes. (Ref: NOAA and The 

Weather Channel)   

 For more information, go to our District Disaster Response Team website at 

<http://www.gbgm -umc.org/ddrt/>  

ðBarbara Justis, Communications Coordinator, District Disaster Response Team  

https://www.vaumc.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.fcc.gov%2fcgb%2fwirelessmicrophones%2fmanufacturers.html&srcid=3638&srctid=1&erid=42538
https://www.vaumc.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.fcc.gov%2fcgb%2fwirelessmicrophones%2fmanufacturers.html&srcid=3638&srctid=1&erid=42538
https://www.vaumc.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.fcc.gov%2fcgb%2fwirelessmicrophones%2fmanufacturers.html&srcid=3638&srctid=1&erid=42538
http://www.vaumc.org/agcc
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Tammy Estep 
District Superintendent 

 

 

Free VBS mission 
project teaches 
kids about hunger  
Ȱ/ÕÔ /Æ 4ÈÉÓ 7ÏÒÌÄȱ ɉ//47Ɋ 
ÉÓ  3ÏÃÉÅÔÙ ÏÆ 3ÔȢ  !ÎÄÒÅ×ȭÓ ÎÁȤ
tional hunger-relief ministry: 
2010 Vacation Bible School 
-ÉÓÓÉÏÎ 0ÒÏÊÅÃÔȢ )ÔȭÓ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÅÄ 
ÔÏ ÓÕÐÐÌÅÍÅÎÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȭÓ 
VBS program and is easily 
adaptable to any themed cur-
riculum. of St. Andrew. Order 
free: online at 
www.endhunger.org/vbs.htm; 
or call Rev. Jennifer Vestal 
Moore at 800-333-4597; or 
email church@endhunger.org.  
 

Saxis UMC first 
E.S. site for  
Mobile Food Pantry 
A very long line of cars 
waiting at the Food Bank 
at Saxis UMC on April 21.  
Over 110 households were 
served that day.  Saxis UMC 
is the first site on the East-
ern Shore for this new Food 
"ÁÎË ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍȟ  Á Ȱ-ÏÂÉÌÅ 
0ÁÎÔÒÙȱ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÂÅÇÁÎ &ÅÂȢ 
2010. 

from the District Superintendent  
June 2010  

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

 

 Saturday, May 8th was a great day for mission on the Eastern Shore!  Drum-

mondtown United Methodist Church hosted 24 churches and 87 people from the 

district as they prepared 20,000 meals to go to Haiti  through ñStop Hunger 

Nowò.  The energy was high in the room as men, women, youth and children 

began the assembly line process  ðpreparing the food mixture; holding the bags 

open; weighing the bags; sealing bags; transporting the bags to be packed into 

boxes; and loading the boxes onto the truck.  When 1,000 bags were boxed, the 

gong was sounded and we all celebrated!  One church led 24 other churches in 

doing missionéand we all came together as the body of Christ to work, to fellow-

ship, to celebrate and to give of ourselves so that others might live.  Thank you, 

Drummondtown UMC for leading the way and for all those who participated 

through financial gifts, warm bodies and faithful spirits!  

 While meals were being prepared at Drummondtown, five members of our 

E.S. District Mozambique Mission Team traveled to Smithfield, VA to spend one 

hour with their friends from Mozambique ðVictoria, a UM pastor and Lidia, UMW 

President who served as our hosts while we were in their country.  The reunion 

provided team members time to catch up and to renew the relationships we built 

in February.  How vital it is to stay connected!  We were reminded about the im-

portance of our mission and ministry that reaches outside our own conference to 

our brothers and sisters in Christ around the world.  

 How vital it is for our discipleship that we reach out beyond our own church 

walls to touch the hearts, minds, and souls of those in need.  20,000 meals for 

the people of Haiti devastated by earthquake AND poverty.  Relationships that 

span across oceans and continents centered on sharing Christ with each other 

and with those in need.  What is your congregation doing to reach out beyond 

the walls of your church building?  What can your church do to reach out to 

those in need?  

 I would like to join you in your mission work.  Whenever your church is hav-

ing a food bank in the community, working on a Habitat house, building relation-

ships in the community, putting kits together for those in need, ðwhenever your 

church is being the church through mission and outreach to the community, 

please invite me to join you.  I may not always be able to come, but I will give it 

my best shot.  I, too, want to be a faithful disciple and join you in being in mis-

sion for the sake of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  I want to join you and God in 

doing good and in transforming this world into Godôs reign on earth as it is in 

heaven.  

 

 I wish youé 

 

Grace upon Grace,  

Tammy   

 

PS: During Annual Conference at Scope, June 13 -16, there will be opportunities 

for all pastors and delegates to reach out and be in mission for the sake of Jesus 

Christ.  Make sure you get your hands working for the kingdom of God and meet 

new brothers and sisters in Christ!  Letôs build the kingdom of God together! 

http://www.endhunger.org/vbs.htm
mailto:church@endhunger.org

