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Seven new appointments to the Shore!

e Rev. Melody P. Tanner to St. Thomas UMC and Guilford UMC
e Rev. Gregory L. Duncan, Sr. to Bloxom Mission Elijah New Church Start
e Rev. Peter Surran to a new part -time associate position at Franktown UMC
e Rev. Patrica J. Stover to Swain Memorial UMC on Tangier Island
i % e Rev. Lynda D. Moore to the Cheriton UMC and Travis Chapel UMC
ELIZABETH e Rev. Robert M. Chapman to Market Street UMC
LUTZ e Rev. Elizabeth A. Lutz to Trinity UMC and Capeville UMC

Let us offer these pastors and their families who began their new ministry on
July 1, radical hospitality in the name of Jesus Christ! Make every effort to help
them and their loved ones be in a place of well -being.

0 To welcome our
J new pastors and
ﬂ = their families

It6s been an Eastern Shore tradition of our Di
our new parsonage families with a picnic at Camp Occohannock. This year it will
be held on Saturday, August 22, 2 T 4pm. We want all of our clergy and their
PATRICIA families to attend and bring a side dish (salad, dessert or vegetable). Hotdogs,
STOVER hamburgers and beverages will be provided. Dress is casual. The food is good
and the fellowship is great! Each new pastor will be contacted by one of our
clergy families to offer them a ride. For more information contact the District
UMC Office at 757 -665 -6295; email <esdsumc@verizon.net>

GREG
DUNCAN

MELODY
TANNER

Charge Conferences are just around the corner!
INSIDE THIS ISSUE What do you need to do to get ready for your charge conference? District Su-

7 New Appointments pg. 1 perintendent Tammy Estep will be leading an orientation session on Wednesday,
Welcome Picnic N August 12, at Craddockville UMC. The session will begin at 7:30 pm following
ihg. Clogfe;enczlor::‘en:norpg. ; the adjournment of our District Stewards and Clergy Budget Meeting which con-

,nmfa Sl venes at 7 pm. Who needs to attend the orientation session? All pastors, lay
District Youth Retreat pg. 3

. leaders and the recording secretary.
District Lay Leader letter  pg. 3 T .
Lay Speaking Training 0g. 3 All of our pastors and elected District Stewards from every charge will need to
[ 20t [ KdzNDK pg.32 A y atteadtResBrgdget Meeting that determines our district apportionments to our

District Superintendent letterpg. 5 local churches. The District Superintendent presides at this meeting. The Dis-
Creative Idea for Missions pg. 6 trict Finance Committee Chair will present the proposed budget. Pastors and
District Stewards are the voting members of this session.
Dondét forget! Budget meeting at 7 pm and t h¢

Conference at 7:30 pm in the sanctuary at Craddockville Church located on
33464 Boston Road in Craddockville.
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to Annual Conferencgiree
Watsonopened the Annual
Conference session in prayer
with Rev. Raymond Wren Mon-
day morning, June 15. Wren has
attended 69 annual conferences
and for Airee, it was her first!

For more information con-
cerning the 2009 Session of
Annual Conferencego to the
Virginia Conference website
<http//www.vaumc.org>

Wedbre Focus
Being Your Financial
Partner In Ministry
Large churches and small
churches, we have productg
and services that fit them
all, including checking and
savings accounts, loan prod
ucts, online account manag
ment, electronic collection of
tithes and financial literacy

19%
]

resources. We always welcome

the opportunity to serve our

conference churches. Call-466

6570200 or visit our websit€
at <www.vumcu.org

fi Virginia United Methodist
Credit Union.

Highlights of June Annual Conference

fi N O R F O-LTKe Virginia Annual Conference celebrated current and future diversity
when it gathered for its 227 ™ session June 14 -17 at the Scope arena. Bishop Char-

|l ene Kammerer reminded members that there is
AHow much will we expand the table of Jesusbd
What kind of table wildl we set in our U. M.

fJesus is the one in charge. ltds not our <ch
Hee-Soo Jung of the Northern lllinois Conference, the conference preacher, chal-
|l enged attendees to be the |l eaders in
to go somewhere youbve never been and

reachi
do
An fiexpod brought representatives from |ocal
Sit) 8 LoMRréAdE to.siFathér success stories. Videos celebrated churches that are
model ing Bishop Robert Schnaseébés fAFive Pract
The conference
Newod strategy

approved a $15 mil i
of the conference to
years. Church change expert Dr. Gil Rendle t
make it wor k, fiDo we have the wildl to be mad
objective to change the church culture to fruitfulness, he reminded members that

they would need to be willing to change its norms and standards.

on capita
start 250

In other action taken at Annual Conference:

e Sixty-five existing congregations
Talent Academy. 0

e Recipients of this yeards Denman Evangelis
and Steve Clark, members from Beul ah UMC,
clergy recipient was the Rev. Sherry Daniels, pastor of Norfolk UMC.

e Members of the conference donated a total of 38,070 kits for UMCOR, and mone-
tary donations were $83,592.46. Also, 9,800 pounds of non -perishable food
items were donated for local agencies. Conference Offering for missions in Mo-
zambique and Brazil, and Pathways ministry in Petersburg, totaling $223,596.28.

e The conference also organized a special offering for the Central Conference Pen-
sion Initiative to offset the | oss of t

e Volunteers including more than 100 youth bagged 35,000 pounds of sweet pota-

toes for area food pantries.

The conference passed resolutions on protecting the Chesapeake Bay, energy

conservation and study of the itinerant system and clergy compensation.

e Thirteen were ordained elder, two ordained deacon, 28 commissioned as provi-
sional members and 26 licensed as local pastors.

e In constitutional amendment voting, only Amendments 8 (adds gender) and 22
(Bermuda) received more than a two -thirds support. Sixty  -one percent voted in
favor of Amendment 19, which would allow local pastors to vote on General and
Jurisdictional Conference delegates. Amendments 2, 6, 9 and 17 also received
majority support but not two -thirds. Other amendments failed outright.

. The communion table used during Annual Conference was made from recycled
wood from structures in the Driver community in southeastern Virginia which
were destroyed by tornados in April 2008.

. The Virginia Conference showed positive membership growth in 2008. Member-
ship stands at 338,602, up 968 from the previous year. Worship attendance
stands at 117,020, down by 932.0

OAWrap up Storyo by Neill Cal dwel I ,
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District Youth Retreat Set for October

Pack your bags for this Fallds District Yout|
Camp and Retreat Center on Oct. 9 -11, 2009. Pastor Thomas Wynn will be back
as our worship leader. In addition to large group worship and study experiences

with Pastor Wynn, there will be small group times and break -out sessions. Ca-
noeing, rock wall climbing, music, games and lots of fun and fellowship too!

Who can patrticipate? All youth in grades 6 -12. Contact Peter Surran at (757)

709 -1480

Di strict Lay Leaderds Corner

Brothers & Sisters in Christ,
It was just a month ago that we gathered in Norfolk at our Annual Conference ses-
sion as the Body of Christ and participated in meaningful and dynamic worship, in-

|Occo

spiring bible study and did the business of the church. It was a time of fellowship Pastor Thomas Wynwill be the
and seeing old friends and worshiping in the Spirit. worship Leader for the District
| went alone this year and was worried about eating alone and getting to the Youth Retreat. He comes to us
Scope. The first time | headed out to the Scope, God not only provided a guide for from McKenny, Va. where he
me, but also a dinner companion. Each time | set out alone, God put someone in my teaches Christian ethics and
path and two strangers became part of each others lives as we shared our faith sto- African American History. Heis
ries over a meal. One pastor | met began sharing a sermon she had just done and also a high school basketball
we discovered | had spoken on the same scripture that same Sunday. God had given coach and travels throughout
each of us a different message to bring from that scripture! the country, getting new
These experiences reminded me when Jesus taught in Matthew 6:25 -34 that we churches started. Pastor Wynn
should not worry, that God provides for the birds in the air and the lilies in the field has led Virginia Conference re-
and he certainly provides for us! It is so much easier for us to worry, but in doing treats at Eagle Eyrie. He is Spirit
so; we miss all the wonderful miracles God is performing for us daily. filled! To register and for more
In these tough economic times, | pray you Wil |nforin@idn®ntheDBtricc i me t o
promises to provide for each of His children. Perhaps God will use you to reach out Youth Retreat contact District
to a stranger and offer your help as those folks reached out to me. Worrying will not Youth Coordinator Peter Surran
hel p, but putting our I|ife in Godds hands wil |l gosge1480Wwtr burdens
The Board of Laity will be meeting next week to continue working on plans for a peter.surran@gmail.com

District -wide training event on March 20, 2010. We will offer many different classes
to give you the tools you need to serve the Lord in your local churches and communi-
ties as well as on the district and conference levels. Marc Brown, Director of Connec-
tional Ministries for the Virginia Conference, and his staff will be teaching as well as
others. More details will be available when our plans are completed.
-Godbés grace and peace to

Lay Speakers, August & September are important

August 9, 2009 there wildl be a Lay Speakerso
ley beginning at 3 pm. Registration is not required. Come and meet other lay

speakers. Be part of one of the small focus groups (similar to last year but with

more time allotted). The book Three Simple Rules by Reuben Job will be dis-

cussed as part of the afternoonds program.

trict UMC Office and read it in preparation

The Committee on Lay Speaking will be offering a Fall School for Lay Speaking

which will offer ~ advanced courses only . ltds scheduled f%9pm) Fri ., Sept. 25

and Sat., Sept. 26 (8:30 i 4:30 pm). Brochures and registration available at the Fall School will offer

Lay Speakersé Convocation on August. 9 advanced courses only!
0 Rev. Brenda Laws, Director of Lay Speaking, 757 -710-1729 Pick up your registration

at the Convocation!
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