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What if church were not just a building?

Not a noun, but an action verb?
The United Methodist Church posed this question and others in a new media cam-
paign ai med at getting people to ARethink Church

5, is designed to redefine church as a 365 -days -a-year experience where people

seeking a church community can become involved at various levels & many of them &
nontraditional & such as volunteering with groups outside the church building or by

making online connections. ltds OK for church t
group ski trip, a mends basketball | eague or sonm
The target audience of this campaign will be 18 to 34 -year -olds. It is expected that

the campaign will have a positive impact with other age groups as well. The adver-

tising campaign materials will be directing seekers to a new website

<WWW.10thousanddoors.org> designed to help them find a church that matches

their needs.-a-Clibechb6infleature enables UM churche
information. See page 2 for -a€@herchbdbormation on

Convocation, Back by Popular Demand

Remember, in Lay Speaking Ministries, there are VAST and VARIED opportunities to

minister! Youébl I |l earn more about these opportu
tion on August 9, 2009 at Grace UMC, Parksley beginning at 3 pm. Registration is

not required. There will be small focus groups with an opportunity to meet other lay

speakers (similar to last year but with more time allotted). New this year, the book

d i ) b h Three SimpleRules by Reuben Job wildl be discussed as par
Need information about the gram. Purchase a copy ($5) from the District UMC Office and read it in preparation
2009 Annual Conference ses- ¢ t h c ti | S th .
sion, housing, banquets, Kits, or e_ onvoca ) : 0_ n: ) ee you er e_ €
etc., go to <www.vaumc.org > The Committee on Lay Speaking will be offering a Fall School for Lay Speaking

which will offer advanced courses only . l'téds schedul ed fDpm)aRd i ., ¢
Sat., Sept. 26 (8:30 1 4:30 pm).
INSIDE THIS ISSUE 0 Rev Er’:r nd (L ws, Direct rpfz Speaking, 757 710-1729
Rethink Church pg. 1 ev. brenda Laws, ector ot Lay speaking, ) )
Lay Speakers Convocation pg. 1
Orientation for Annual Confer pg. 1 . .
OOTB News py. 1 Orientation to Prepare for Annual Conference
Clergy Spouse Support Coordpg. 2 L . . . . . .
Finda-Church pg. 2 Our district will hold an orientation session  in preparation for the 2009 Annual Con-
District Lay Leader letter pg. 2 ference on Wednesday, June 3, 7 -9 pm at Painter -Garrisons UMC in Painter. An em-
New Kit &4 Cans for A.C. pg 3 phasis will be on the thirty  -two (32) amendments to the church constitution that
S5 ELY Pg. 4 were approved by the 2008 General Conference. In order for the amendments to
Casa Food Bank pg. 4 - .
ES. UMM pg. 4 become church law, they must be ratified by a two -thirds vote of the members of all
D.S. letter pg. 5 the annual conferences.  To preview go to: <www.vaumc.org/index.cfm/fa/
UMVIM Training on E.S. pg. 5 cal.view.htm>.
hailicicioa e Pg. 6 District Superintendent, Rev. Tammy Estep will lead the orientation session and
Expo at Annual Conference pg. 6 .
AACRT sponsor Training  pg.7 guest speaker Rev. Dr. Susan Garrett wild.l presen
Farewell to pastors pg. 7 a must for all AC clergy and lay members to come to the Orientation Session on June
Swine Flu Information pg. 7 3 at Painter -Garrisons UMC. Others who are interested in hearing about the amend-
'(':::‘gig:' S P9 ; ments are also welcome. Review the constitutional amendments and your Book of
he- Reports before the Orientation.
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Warner, New Clergy Spouse Support Coord.

There are times when being a clergy spouse is not easy, and they need someone to
share that with.

The District Clergy Spouse Support Coordinators for the Virginia Annual Confer-
ence Clergy Spouses offer the gift of dialogue to clergy spouses who are looking for
spiritual support, encouragement, good referral resources for a particular concern,
and/or simply a listening ear. We are another arm of the team (along with the Dis-
trict Superintendent and the District Chaplain) that care for clergy, their spouses, and
children. As sisters and brothers, we are committed to providing a safe, compassion-
ate, and confidential space for you, as a clergy spouse, to share your concerns and
guestions. When appropriate, we will help you find other people or agencies to work
with your situation. We are concerned that our sisters and brothers who are clergy
spouses have someone to turn to in their times of need, or someone to respond to a
simple question. Call me if | can be of assistance. T Cecelia Warner, 757 -854-1325 or
csml4@hotmail.com

Cecelia Warner, new Clergy
Spouses Support Coordinator for
Eastern Shore

Grace United
Methodist Church
18484 Wilson Ave.
Parksley, VA 23421

Why is it so important to update your
I nformation -aChaFchd?

Your neighbors will be looking for you, but can they find you? And beyond knowing

. where you are, will they be able to tell what yo
enter through? You can be the most welcoming church in the world, but some people
may never make it to your door if they dondt get
In order to find a church that meets their needs, the Find -a-Church site located at

The United Methodist Church website will direct them to a database of more than
35,000 United Methodist churches. Newcomers can search the database of churches
by geographic location, congregation size, language and ethnicity, programs and ser-
vices, church activities and more. The new Rethink Church campaign seeks to rede-
fine the church experience. Newcomers will be offered opportunities worldwide 0 but
the most important opportunities are the ones in their backyard.
It's easy to update your profile . Go to The United Methodist Church website at
<www. umc.org> and-A@Huerccchoi.Fi nlfdhere i s ev-@ee a qui
number & dial 1 -800 -251 -8140.

Parksley

Di strict Lay Leaderos Corner

We have just experienced spring where we witness new life and new growth. Itis
my favorite time of year. Our family was blessed on April 29 by the birth of our new-
est granddaughter, Cameron Alexis Williams. She arrived a bit early but is doing
very well and we expect to have her home on Chincoteague this week.
» o Cameronédés birth got me thinking about new | ife
Agape CCCC Summer Before she was porn, she WZ.iS nurtured and supported by her mother gnd once s-he
arrived she required the assistance of the doctors and nurses for a while. She will

Programbegins June 29, once more have the support of her mother, father, and family when she arrives

20009. It will be daily from 7:30 home. They will continue to love, nurture, protect and provide for her until she can

AM to 5:30 PM for children ages  go out on her own. Right now, she is totally dependent on others.

3 to 9. Activities will include I began thinking about the Annual Conference and the United Methodist Church.

puppet ministries, Vacation iAll Things Newod is the emphasis for wus. | sai ah
Bible School, arts and crafts, now it springs forth, do™fouinohipescéi 1@ 680 f

TASER GNRA LA | YR Ehfist dher@iSevd ReRtr2éverything old has passed away; see, everything has

. ANJ KR Btopthy theli 8 ¢ Phbecome new! o Looking at these passages and then
Center @ 4605 Fleming Road in  daughter, | realize that these new things cannot come about without the nurturing

Horntown VA or call the Center 0 continued on page 3

@ 824 0072 for fee details.


http://www.kintera.org/TR.asp?a=fpILKQNxGjINL3K&s=5oLKL1PzHgKPIZOzEpF&m=eqKHLVOAJhL1E
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Di strict Lay L e at®tifudfdmpdge@  ner

and support of all of us who call ourselves Christians. In order for the church to
move forward into a new future, we need to truly become the body of Christ, provid-
ing fertile ground for new ideas and steps into the future.

This Annual Conference will have many decisions to be made, some will not be
easy, all should be prayerfully made. | urge all delegates to Annual Conference to
attend the Orientation on June 3 from 7 -9 p.m. at Painter -Garrisions UMC in Painter.
If you are not a delegate, but are interested in the proposed amendments to the
church constitution, please be sure to come. This is a way for us to be able to make
informed decisions when it comes time to vote. You can purchase your Laity Banquet
tickets ($26, payable VA Conference) from me at the Orientation Session. Banquet
will be held June 15 at the Marriot Waterside Hotel, 5 pm.

New life is indeed precious. New things are sometimes frightening, but walking
with Jesus Christ and following His ways will make each new step an adventure worth
taking. What finew thingo will you be
nity? 08 Grace & Peace, Barb

doing

New kit for Conference!

In developing countries, an estimated 60 million women give birth with the help of an
untrained birth attendant or family member. Without the basic, sanitary tools for
delivery, newborns can develop a Tetanus infection, the leading cause of infant mor-
tality. To reduce this risk, UMCOROGs | i
to aid attendants in conducting clean and safe deliveries. The birthing kit costs about
$8 to assemble and contains basic yet essential items such as soap, latex gloves,
plastic sheeting to receive the baby, string and a clean razor blade to cut and tie the
umbilical cord, two receiving blankets and a zip lock bag. For birthing instructions go
to http://new.gbgm  -umc.org/umcor/media/pdf%20files/birthingkit09.pdf

Material Resources UMCOR Advance #901440 to purchase its contents. These kits
will be accepted along with other kits at the Annual Conference session.

st o]

or give to

4 Cans for Conference

When the Methodists come to town, we make a difference!

This year, in addition to the Conference Kits, every Clergy and Lay Member are being
asked to bring "4 Cans for Conference." This initiative is endorsed by the Conference
Planning Committee, our Bishop, and Common Table leadership. On the last day of
this yearod6s Conference in Norfolk, t he
pop -top) will go to the Southeastern Virginia Food Bank, located only a few blocks
from Scope, our "conferencing” site. The SEVA Food Bank has already fed more than
a quarter million meals recipients this year T more than in all of 2008! In short, the
demand/ need is up; the supplies are down.
ence long after Conferece has concluded in Norfolk. If all the clergy and lay members

of the Virginia Conference will bring just 4 cans of food to Conference, we may be

able to deliver 10,000+ cans to the SEVA Food Bank by Wednesday afternoon. But if
youdre inspired, and want to send/bring 4
And if the Spirit leads, you might bring 4 paper -case-sized boxes of cans - one filled
with each type of food! Or maybe you might provide 4 large boxes -full! It could be an
outrageous gift to the SEVA Food Bank, and to those in greater Norfolk who are hun-

"4

We

gry! There wild.l be a |l arge truck in the | ot
severaldrop -of f | ocations inside the Conferencing
so that when the time comes, we 61l | be ready
Warehouse. For more information contact Jim Earley ( revsrus@comcast.net ) or
Walker Chapel UMC (4102 N. Glebe Rd., Arlington, VA 22207; 703 -538 -5200).

f
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Volunteers needed to bag 20
tons of sweet potatoes on Jung
16, 5:30 am at Annual Confer-
ence. Call B00-333-4597 or go
to www.vaumc.org; 2009 An-
nual Conference; Potato Drop

relief Ii‘es

1 EOCO
now includes a BIRTHING KIT.

5-#/280

Cans

U

r

a
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A.C. Mbrs. bring 4 Cans of

food for the SEVA Food Bank.

The four can groups are:

*Meat/Protein: beef, chicken,
fish, pasta, hash, tamales, ravig|i,
etc.

*Veggies/Fruits:corn, beans,
peas, mixed veggies, potatoes,
sauces, fruit, etc.

*Soup/Stew: beef stew, hearty

#SOURS¢ meétl%ssosup, F»rrl%]ngwai1
stew, etc.

*Pop-Tops: with variety of con-
tents that may be opened with-

I\W}t Scan 8p§nﬁr arHi galteB dl
rectly for the can, for those with
out access to kitchen facilities.

Other food/supply needs:Boxed
food geims, sueh msshot anfl colfl
cereals, pasta, grits/cream of
wheat, bread, dried beans, pow-
ered milk/drink mixes and money

(casiyagascheeks payale Jo,5F

your

i £ OAIT I

ood,


http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/media/pdf%20files/birthingkit09.pdf
mailto:revsrus@comcast.net
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Horntown Charge VB& h b ¢
ah+9Y D2RQ& DNJ
ttF OS¢ & A-DRE2080S
held nightly at Friendship

UMC, 32347 Chincoteague Road
in Wattsville Va from 6PM to 8:30
PM. Registration needed ASAP
and there are classes for Kinder-
garten to Adult. July 2009 is
Horntown Charge Mission
Month.. S3Aya gAGK
Benefit Concert July 11 beginning
at 6 PM, Tent Revival July-12
beginning at 7 PM each night an
araarzyQa . SySH
18, 2009 beginning at noorAll
proceeds will be distributed to 3
different mission projects;All
events will be held at Friendship
UMC at 32347 Chincoteague Rd|
in Wattsville VA.For more infor-
mation, call Horntown Charge
Office at 757 824 0750 or emai
<horntowncharge@dmv.com>

j=n

UNITED METHODIST

Sat., July 18 Delmarva Shorebirds
plays the Hagerstown Suns at
Perdue Stadium, Salisbury. E. S.
United Methodist Men are invited
to come out with their families for
a! bAIKG I GaChksS

GAFLY aSyQa ClYAf®&

Doors open at 6 pm; game starts
at 7; tickets are $6 for adults and
Pp F2NJ aSyAz2N&
sit in General Admission along
the3rd base side. Look for UMC
flag. Wear something that has

UMC logo if you have it. RSVP not

required. -Henry Cathey, District
UMM President at 75836-3179

y 3 & oket Street UMC.

officers who came over to provide

the specifics of our mission.

UMW Day will be at Ferrum College on June 6

The Eastern Shore District has been invited to

The Annual Conference
at 7:00 AM at the Norfolk Plaza

Show your UMW spirit by wearing

Contact Annette Austin for
School of Christian

Al

United Methodist Women of the Shore

The Eastern Shore District Officer's Training was very successful on April 18 at Mar-

our UMW purpose and
Upcoming Events

ested in going contact Annette Austin.
ride the bus with the UMW from the Peninsula District.
UMW Breakfast will take place
Hotel (700 Monticello Avenue).

red and white.

all! -Annette

on Tuesday, June 16
Tickets are $14.
Sponsored by the Norfolk District UMW.
your ticket today! Any UMW member interested in going to the
I 9 Mission in July ? Scholarships are available for first time attendees and ethnic minor-
O SityGubRe. t doht&2EDistiét President Annette Austin @ (410) 957
WdZMn§ guéstions or need more information about the above events.

Thanks to the local unit officers who attended and the

conference

us with lots of valuable information regarding

Casa Food Bank, No. 1 Distribution Site!

As most of you are aware, our district has an outreach to the Hispanic community

called Casa Esperanza Center (Allyson Jolly House of Hope). Located in

non - Hispanic.
agreed to

a ’\V@aél*fép%ééé‘ue ¥ center provides food and clothing for those in need. Although
started as an outreach to the Hispanic
and now 30% of Casa Esperanza's customers are

TRE 8088 Sz nter |

manage

Anyone inter-

-0059 if you have
Blessings to you

migrant farm workers, none are turned away,

men Colona visited her family in Florida. | could not have done this without the help
of Jacqueline, a Hispanic woman who has been helping at Casa for four years and is
my Spanish is quite limited, | grew to depend on her

instrumental in its operation. As

to communicate when things got "out of the ordinary". One memorable day, Jackie

and | served 50 customers in one hour, working smoothly together despite our inabil-

ity to communicate beyond a few basic words.
The Center served 848 people in December and this increased steadily to over

1200 in February 0 a 10% increase!
rise in customers & the poor economy being one of them.

| am sure there were a lot of factors
Mor e

mi

the faci
causing the
grants Owi

the area, as there were less jobs available in other parts of the country as had been

the case in previous years.

The shift in ethnicity of our customer base has also had an affect

customers served each month. There are other food pantries that provide food for
the needy, but most of them only distribute food one day a month. If your family is
hungry, it's hard to wait until the "First Tuesday" of the month to get something to

eat. Because of this, many social service agencies refer customers to Casa

Esperanza, as we could provide often immediate help to those in need. Casa

in the number of

Fstp(?ra}_rﬁa,{angw the number one distribution site on the Eastern Shore for the Food
Banlbirlj rwr@t%ew f)f?rgil'@s assisted and pounds of food distributed. Each week, an
average of 2250 pounds of food is picked up at the food bank, sometimes more. The
food we pick up at the food bank is not free, ESUMC Hispanic Ministries is charged 18

Iy Eent©per polndi®Brte canied §bbds and meats we pick up. Some food, such as
produce, bread, and venison, are provided to us for free. However, the majority of

food that we pick up to distribute at Casa costs. It takes an average of $1000 a

month in food costs to keep this program going just for the food. This does
d continued on page 7
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From the District Superintendent
May 2009
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Tis the season of appointment -making, pastors packing to move out and pastors
preparing to move in. The Staff/Pastor Parish Relations Committee (SPPRC) is the

l ocal churchdés contact with the District Superi:i wi t h
ence Cabinet during this season. Itds the SPPR bilit
of the |l ocal churchdés vision and missional need: gral e
reads these local church profiles carefully. Even though it is tedious and hard work

to put this information down on paper, it is vital to the work of the church!

Utilizing the churchdéds and pastorodés profiles ship
Holy Spirités |l eading and guidance, an appoint me . by th
intendents and our Bishop. After the appointment is made, a @Me
Meetingo is scheduled with the SPPRC. At t hi s tDistriet Stperintendent past
the parsonage and the church building and then s/he is introduced to the SPPRC. Tammy Estep

So far this year, I have participated in four fAMeet Your Pastol
more left to go. | have experienced Divine hospitality in each and every meeting -
through the SPPRC members, the new pastors coming and the pastors leaving. | l ~ /\\
have experienced the movement of Godés Spirit n%g ‘ﬁ%—q—d eviery
and every person. It is clear to me that these churches and pastors have been in
deep prayer for the Holy Spirités discernment Wﬂmﬁam'r cab
churches on the Shore have taken to heart our biblical call from God to welcome all
people in the name and grace of Jesus Christ. | pray that every church on the Shore < )\,
can follow their example and work towards offering radical hospitality to those out- ’ \
side our church walls. Research has proven that most people come to a personal o
relationship with Christ and to church membership because 1) they experienced Monday, June 16 beginning
Christ firsthand through someone elseds |ife a|fd0pmattieARruglCen-li nv i
comed them to church. ference Session , Norfolk

When | was appointed to serve a church on the Eastern Shore, my father was dy- Scope there will be a Servide
ing of cancer and along with my mother, | was caring for him in his last days. My fa- for the Ordering of Ministry.
ther would never see the church or the Shore or meet its people. Soon after the ap- Rev. Judith Worthingtorof
point ment was made for me to come to the ShoreB&lglqavérBeﬁwgl%hd@é i Me e
Meetingo, my father began receiving letters fr Wleeordalnedane?derlrgat i o
offering him prayers for his journey and Christian love and care for his daughter. It
was radical hospitality from total strangers that gave my parents peace and hope in a full connection. Rachel May
difficult time and it helped this pastor to f eIEPWORYYMCandrecent, ¢ e
leading the way. graduate of Vanderbilt Divin-

Radical hospitality is reflected in Godos pr ptnScheol willde icensedraa m a |
them so that they would be a blessing to the world. You and | are blessed by God. a fultime local pastor. Cer-

Our blessing is a Divine gift that we are called to share with everyone we meet so tified candidatesGreg
that they too might be blessed by God through us. May the people and churches of Duncanof Adams UMC and
thle. Eastern Shore be a blessing and not a Curs?’etergurramfeFrank?orld and

Wish you grace upon grace, UMC will be licensed as palt

Tammy L. Estep

time local pastors. Families
U.M. VIM Team Training coming to the Shore! and friends can attend this
service. Congratulations arg
Saturday, March 13, 2010 is scheduled for the Virginia Conference sponsored United . .
. . o _ also in order for Elder in Ful
Methodist Volunteers In Mission Team Leader training at Market Street UMC in .
Onancock from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m There is a $10 registration fee for each partici- ConnectiorRev. George
pant. Allfirst -time UMVIM leaders are required to take the training but all inter- Warner, pastor of Horntown
ested persons are welcomed to attend whether leading a team or not. This is a won- Charge who will be officiall
derful opportunity for our Eastern Shore churches! We have a few teams now and transferred to our confer-
this is an opportunity to expand our volunteer in mission ministry. Questions? Con- ence from the Liberia Confefr-
tact District VIM Coord., Will Cumming at 757 -787 -8009. ence.
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The United
Methodist
Committee
on Relief
supports

Fair Trade.

E.S. Youth Event
G! g1 1 SigHagkFoin
youth from all over the
conference in Fredericks;
burg for an unforgettable
experience on June 2&7
2009 .If you or your youth
group would like to travel
together with other E.S.
youth and adult youth
leaders, contact District
Youth Coordinator Peter
Surran.

52y Qi
11, 2009 is thé&astern
Shore District Youth Re-
treat at Occohannock on
the Bay Camp and Retre
Center. Thomas Wynn wi
be back aRketreat
Leader.Contact District
Youth Coordinator Peter
Surran at 757709-1480 or
peter.surran@gmail.com

F2NBSI{
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Joining faith and fair trade

For many farmers and artisans, being able to sell into the fair trade market

means the difference between being able to feed a family or not, being able to

send their children to school or not, being able to have access to clean water and
many other basic necessities they canbt
chases of coffee, tea, chocolate, and craft items from fair trade distributors, you
are helping to ensure a better life for farmers and artisans globally.
Through Equal Exchangeds I nterfaith
cious fairly traded products while supporting small -scale farmers across the
world. Farmers earn a fair price for their products, have access to affordable
credit, and can invest in education, health care, and sustainable agriculture, ena-
bling them to build a better future for their families. The webstore is for congre-
gations and faith -based organizations to order fairly traded products for coffee
service, bazaars, fundraising, buying clubs, or home use. For more information,

go to <http://interfaith.equalexchange.com/> or phone 1 -774-776 -7366

Let 6s Get Gr o wiRegpurdesfqr Ghurches

Annual Conference is close at hand, and a must see and experience feature at
this year's gathering is the third annual Let's Get Growing! Expo: Everyone at
the Table . God calls faith communities to draw together everyone at God's
table. Helpful ideas, networking, training and other essential resources will be
available Tuesday, June 16, 8:00 a.m. to 6:45 p.m. in the Exhibit Hall at the
Norfolk Scope. This year's expo will help churches identify and reach all people
within the communities around their church; provide examples of significant and
successful local church ministries in connecting with and including more diverse
people groups; teach the responsibility of all of us as Christians to be in relation-
ship with one another;offer training opportunities during meal breaks. They in-
clude "Cultural Competence"” with Dr. Barbara Isaac; "Invitation and Evangelism"
with Linda Rhodes; "Mission Partners - Initiatives of Hope" with Leia Balman; and
"Stewardship and Diversity" with George Neas.
Ministry and vendor exhibitors include: Mobility Center of Richmond, English
as a Second Language Classes, Cokesbury - Ethnic Language Resources, The
Evangelism Institute, "MissionInsite" Demographics, Cultural Training
dians in Need, Journey to Inclusivity, Refugee Issues, Employment Support
Groups, Religion and Race, and reflections from churches who are now diverse.
Questions? Contact Linda Ray at Iray@umfs.org .

Leaggrshys Naiging for Ethnic Minority and
Multicultural Churches

The Virginia Conference Common Table African - American Church Resource Team
is sponsoring a fALeader shilp, 2009 ahRegester Chapeb n
UMC in Stafford, Va. For African -American, Asian, Multi - Cultural, Hispanic/Latino,
Small Membership and Mid - Size congregations. Bishop Robert Schnase, author

of Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations and Rev. Rudy Rasmus, pastor of St.
Johnbés UMC, Houston, TX wil |l be t he
vided with the tools necessary to
settings. To register and for more information go to: http://vaumc.org/
the AEventso tab; click ASeptembero;
register on -line here.  For more information contact Rev. Gary Miller, St.
Johns UMC, Atlantic at 757 -824-6241
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