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Change the World, Get Involved

Change the World is a movement to connect United Methodists across
the world in service on May 14th-15th 2011, one weekend-locally and
globally. Here’s some ideas: feed the hungry (food drive for local food
bank; establish food pantry; weekly community meals; participate in
the June 11, 2011 Stop Hunger Now Children’s Mission Event); or
have a clean up the community work day; youth, sign up for the dis-
trict-wide Youth in Service Project at Camp Occohannock on May 21;
day of service to seniors, homeless shelters and others; participate in
clean water projects at www.gbgm-umc.org and become a “change-
the-world partner”; raise money for “Imagine No Malaria”; Habitat for
Humanity projects.....Is your church organization participating? Go to
<http://www.umcom.org/site/c.mrLZJ9PFKmG/b.5967865/k.86E5/
Change_the_World.htm> for more information or for district projects
mentioned above, see inside this newsletter.

Local church lay leaders training, June 12th

This week, Eastern Shore lay leaders will receive an invitation to a
training event "I am the vine, you are the branches” to be held on
Sunday, June 12, 3-5 pm. Onley UMC and their lay leader, Ron
Lyman will host this event. Come and join other lay leaders and as-
sociate lay leaders on Pentecost Day for this time of worship and
community with one another. Come, discover new resources and op-
portunities that will strengthen and support your role in the local
church. We look forward to this time together. —the District Lay
Leader Team: Iris Smith, Barb Mason, Aaron Kane, Don Foster

May and June are packed full of opportunities!

e Local church lay leader training —see page 1

e Youth Community Service Day -see page 5

e Camp Rally Day -see page 6

e Spring School of Lay Speaking Ministries —see insert

e Youth Retreat on Tangier & Port Isobel islands —see insert

e Stop Hunger Now, A mission event for children —-see insert
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Safe Sanctuaries
Training coming
to the Shore!
Sunday, October 2, 2011, from
3 until 5 pm at Grace UMC,
Parksley. The facilitator is
Angie Williams, Conference
Director for Children’s and
Youth Ministry .

Trinity UMC’s
response to Japan
disaster relief

On Friday, April 1, Trinity
United Methodist
Church, Cape Charles,
sponsored a spaghetti
dinner for Japan relief.
There was no cost for the
dinners, but a love dona-
tion was received. Ap-
proximately 120 quests
from Cape Charles and
the surrounding area
were served. Imagine our
surprise when we realized
the donations totaled
$1600! All monies were
sent to UMCOR for Japan
Relief. Our Trinity family
would like to thank eve-
ryone for their participa-
tion and volunteer hours,
making this project an
€Nnormous Success.

—Kim Dunton, Trinity UMC

Disaster Preparedness for the Shore

We all go about our daily routines with little thought about a disaster and
the aftermath of such an event. Disaster events for the Eastern Shore of
Virginia could be a hurricane and major flooding as we are in one of the
hurricane corridors. Consequently, we are responsible to know the dan-
gers of wind, high water and electrical outages. There should be tucked
in our thinking process and information packets, an evacuation route to
be followed in case of such events.

Establish a “phone chain” with all of your church members. This
should be a priority. It is strongly suggested that you store life saving
products in your homes and in the local church. Please find a safe place
in your home for storage of such items as energy snacks, water and
needed medications. Secure a place at the local church, as well as your
homes, for water storage and other items needed for an extended
stay. Our churches can provide useful space in emergencies because of
the ability to house a large number of people. It is also suggested that
you make mission kits for your local church. Prepare health kits and a
few flood buckets and perhaps a few activity kits for children to help
them deal with an emergency confinement.

To assist your church in preparing for an emergency, the District Dis-
aster Response Team (DDRT) has a website available at <http://
www.gbgm-umc.org/ddrt/>. We anticipate having a Disaster Response
Training for our churches in the near future.

I wish for us to care for each other and I pray for us to find the com-
mitment of “Evacuation North” to safety should we experience a disaster
on the Eastern Shore. —Rev. Betty Marshall, DDRT Education Coordinator

School of Christian Mission at Blackstone

The 2011 School of Christian Mission will be held at Virginia United Meth-
odist Assembly Center (VUMAC) in Blackstone July 22-24 and July 25-28,
under the theme “All Things Made New."” Spiritual Growth Study leaders
include the Rev. Steve Hundley, superintendent of the Roanoke District;
and the Rev. Pat Watkins, executive director of Caretakers of God’s Crea-
tion. Registration deadline is July 10. Go to <http://www.vaumc.org/
scm> for more information, including detailed brochure, registration
form and class choice, or contact Louise Miller, dean of the school, at
<rolmiller@cox.net>. Online registration will NOT be available this year.

Leadership Summit video online

The UMC Leadership Summit, sponsored by the Council of Bishops in co-
operation with the Connectional Table, held on April 6, 2011 was a simul-
taneous, worldwide, and interactive conversation about the role of the
annual conference and its leaders in driving adaptive change for the
UMC. The Leadership Summit, webcast from Nashville, TN is archived at
the Leadership Summit Web site. To watch, go to <www.umc.org/site/
c.lwL4KnN1LtH/b.6585127/k.1B84/Leadership_Summit_Landing_Page.htm>
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For information concerning
Annual Conference kits, hous-
ing and other information go to
<www.vaumc.org/2011AC>

Don’t forget, each clergy and
lay member is asked to bring 4
cans of food to Annual Confer-
ence for the SW-Virginia Food
Bank. Contact District Office
for more information!

/o

Dr. Scott Johnson, speaker
for Annual Conference Laity
Banquet

Photo above: Zoar Baptist
Church in Deltaville, destroyed
by a tornado on April 16.

Donations to help victims of
the April 16 tornadoes can be
sent to the Virginia Conference,
P.O. Box 5605, Glen Allen, VA
23058. Checks should be made
payable to “Virginia Annual Con-
ference” with “Virginia Tornado/
Storm Damage” indicated on the
memo line.

Bring your snapshots to Annual Conference!

In celebration of our special mission culture there will be a mission wor-
ship/celebration on Thursday evening, June 16, at Annual Conference.
The design team for that event is aware that there are many acts of
compassion and care that create our "mission culture" here in Virginia
that are not recognized. The team is asking the delegation from every
church to bring two 8x10 photos to the celebration that represent what
their church is doing in mission. Those photos will be a part of the wor-
ship experience and then will be displayed in the exhibit hall for the du-
ration of the conference. Photos need not be professional and can even
be printed on printer paper. The name of the church and what mission
activity is represented in the photo should be indicated somewhere on
the photo. If you have any questions about the photos please contact
the Mission and Global Justice office at the conference center at
<Mission@vaumec.org> or call 1-800-768-6040 ext. 144 .

Also, don't forget, in preparation for Annual Conference our district
will have an Orientation Session for all clergy and lay members and any
interested United Methodists at Metropolitan UMC, 21445 Bayside Rd.,
Onancock on Wednesday, June 1, 7 pm.

AC Laity Banquet tickets on sale now!

Annual Conference Laity Banquet Tickets. This year's Laity Banquet will
be held on Friday, June 17, 2011 at 5:00 P.M. at the Hotel Roanoke
Conference Center. Dr. Scott Johnson is the speaker. Cost is $29.

Dr. Scott Johnson is the Conference Lay Leader for the Upper New
York Area. He is Dean of University College and Associate Vice President
for Undergraduate Education at Buffalo State College. A member of First
United Methodist Church in Buffalo, Johnson is the President of the Asso-
ciation of Annual Conference Lay Leaders of The U. M. Church and previ-
ously served as the Lay Leader of the Western NY Conference. He has
served on the Western New York Conference Commission on Religion and
Race, Board of Higher Education and Campus Ministry and the Urban
Ministry Strategy Team, and has led several diversity trainings for the
annual conference. For tickets, contact: Iris Smith at 757-787-3807 be-
fore the deadline of June 9. Checks payable to Va. Annual Conference.

Churches can help victims of April 16 tornadoes
Tornadoes, severe storms and flash flooding tore through Virginia on
April 16 causing loss of life and property. Gov. Bob McDonnell has de-
clared a state of emergency. Particularly hard hit in our conference was
Gloucester County in the Rappahannock District. The best thing churches
can do right now is pray, begin organizing volunteer teams for later work
trips, and donate money. (see information below photo on the left)
Update: Holsten Conference and North Carolina Conference are now
ready for UMVIM teams. For more information contact Keith Mottley,
Conference UMVIM Coordinator at 804-275-2325; <umvim@vaumc.org>


mailto:Mission@vaumc.org
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Off to Camp They Go!

Camp Occohannock on the Bay offers 14 different camps over seven
weeks for campers 5-16 years of age. First session begins June 20
and the last, July 31, The Camp provides an outdoor ministry that is
a viable and effective means for fulfilling the ministry and mission of
the church. Summer Camp 2011 will provide living experiences in “a
place set apart” to explore God’s story, to experience the vitality of
Christian living, and to grow in Christian faith. The 2011 curriculum is
titled Got Spirit, Finding God in the Everyday! Sessions fill up quickly!

Registration is now open. Brochures with application forms are
available through the local church, at the district office, or online at
www.ootbay.org. A $50 non-refundable deposit is due with the appli-
cation form, which is applied to the full price of the selected camp ses-
sion. Camperships (scholarships) are available. Camperships are
available through generous love donations . Donation forms for cam-
perships are also available on the website.

Children and youth have a variety of camps to choose from. Ages 5
-6 attend Day Camp 8:30-5:00 pm, Monday - Friday. (Sessions 1, 2,
5, 6 and 7) Lunch and a nap is included. Costis $160. Ages 7-9 at-
tend Mini-Camp a 2-day, 2 night camp filled with fun in and out of the
water, nature study, crafts, Bible lessons, bedtime stories, and special
campfire programs. Mini-camp is offered in sessions 1, 2, 5, 6,and 7.
Cost is $190. Elementary 9-12 enjoy a variety of camps: Day Camp
8:30-5:00 Monday-Friday in session 3 for $175; Basic Camp, 5 days, 5
nights in Sessions 1, 2, 3, 5, and 6 for $300; Sports Camp Session 6;
Bay Ecology Session 5; and Moon Camp (most activities are at night)
Session 1 and 7. These three camps are $350. Middle School age 12-
15 can select Basic Camp in Session 1, 2, or 3; Bay Ecology Session 3;
and Robotics Session 7 for $350. For campers age 12-16 there are
three speciality camps: Bay to Mountain Trek (Session 4) is limited to
12 campers for $450. Deadline to enroll is July 1% ; Kayaking Session
5 - deadline to enroll is July 7 for $445; and Coast Guard Auxiliary
Boating Safety Camp in session 2 is $350 with a ABOUT BOATING
SAFETY certificate issued. Middle schoolers, age 12-15 may also select
a 12-Day Mission Camp in Session 6 and 7 which is 5 days of tradi-
tional camp and 5 days of mission work (deadline to apply is July 14;
space limited to 12 campers). All camps include a free t-shirt!

For session dates and more information refer to the brochure and
application. —article by Barbara Justis, OOTB Public Relations Director

Ordering of Ministry, a clergy event May 15-16
Come to the Ordering of Ministry event at Blackstone and learn about
the changes to the Book of Discipline that will be proposed at the 2012
General Conference that could significantly impact everyone who
serves in appointed ministry in the U.M.C. To register go to
<www.vaumc.org> select “Event Calendar” and then select the date.

.

“Got Spirit, Findi
Ev er y doaplete’Summer

Camp information is available

online at <www.ootbay.org> or

call the camp at 757.442.7836 or

email <ootbay@verizon.net>.

Also, updates are available on

Facebook at Camp Occohannock

on the Bay Camp & Retreat Ctr.

Epworthods Art
at the garden and home of
Berkley and Maxine Ashby on
May 22, 2011 from 2 - 5 PM.
Local artists, jewelers and
craft artists will be displaying
their work for purchase. Re-
freshments will be served and
there will be live musical en-
tertainment. Proceeds will
benefit the building fund of
Epworth United Methodist
Church. The address is 35367
Cove Lane Belle Haven, VA
23306. For more information
call 442-4451.


http://www.ootbay.org
http://www.ootbay
mailto:ootbay@verizon.net
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District-wide Youth in Service Day

Youth (grades 6-12), are invited to be a part of a Volunteer Youth Com-
munity Service Day. Come to Occohannock on the Bay Camp and Re-
treat Center in Belle Haven on Saturday, May 21 from 10 until 3 pm.
We're going to build small shelves to be placed on the wall next to every
top bunk in the cabins. The idea for this project came from Elizabeth
Sweeney who needed a spot for a few of her little things last fall at the
Earthkeepers’ Youth Retreat. Cost is $5 (for lunch). No special skills are
required. Join the service, fun and fellowship! Sign up before May 19th
to participate by calling Connie Owens 757-665-6295 or for more infor-
mation, call District Youth Coordinator Karen Hatch at 757-414-0339.
Bring your lunch money on the day of the event.

Gleaning on the Eastern Shore

This summer, Tidewater Wesley Foundation at ODU is partnering with
the Society of Saint Andrew to direct the efforts of the Tidewater Glean-
ing Network. They hope to connect farmers, churches, youth groups,
UMM’s and UMW's, service organizations, food pantries, and soup
kitchen’s to do the Biblical work of gleaning fields to feed the hungry in
our community. They are looking for farmers to donate fields, people to
come and harvest produce, drivers to bring produce to food pantries, and
food pantries to distribute food. They hope that churches as far north
as Williamsburg, as far West as Suffolk, as far South as Knotts Island
and as far East as the Eastern Shore will be a part of this gleaning net-
work. If you are interested or just want to know more about the Tidewa-
ter Gleaning Network, please email John Haynes, Jr. at <tidewater glean-
ing@gmail.com> or find them on Facebook: “Tidewater Gleaning Net-
work — Society of Saint Andrew”.

Consider supporting the AII
This summer children of incarcerated mothers will come together for a
week-long adventure at camp where they will swim, fish, hike, sing,
roast marshmallows, learn how much God loves and cares about them,
and discover that they are not the only ones with an incarcerated
mother. Occohannock on the Bay Camp and Retreat Center will again be
hosting All God’s Children Camp sponsored by the Virginia Conference on
August 14-19, 2011. Prayerfully consider how you can help by —
mentoring, providing supplies, prayer, financial contribution.

For more information about All God’s Children Camp visit the website
at www.vaumc.org/agcc or contact Casey Torrence, Director of All God’s
Children Camp at 1-800-768-6040 ext. 138 or email her at
<caseytorrence@vaumc.org>

Congratulations to

Rev. Carl L. Perez.
Perez is the pastor of Metro-
politan and Adams churches!
== Rev. Perez

was recom-
mended by

i the Confer-
ence Board
of Ordained
Ministry as
an elder and
full member
of the Virginia Conference.

He will be ordained by our
Bishop on Fri., June 17, Annual
Conference in Roanoke.

Friday, May 6 is the Annual
Plant Sale at the Hermitage in
Onancock. Stop by between 9

and 3 pm. Just in time for
Mother’s Day! Come and sup-
port the Guild members’ pro-
jects for the residents!


mailto:tidewatergleaning@gmail.com
mailto:tidewatergleaning@gmail.com
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Sunday, May 15th
beginning 3 PM

at Occohannock on

the Bay Camp and
Retreat Center,

9403 Camp Lane,

Belle Haven, VA

~~~~~~~

Finally, spring is here and when we think of spring we want to be outside enjoying the sunshine
and just having fun. What better place to have fun, than at Camp Occohannock on the Bay!

Occohannock on the Bay Camp and Retreat Center’s Development Team is sponsoring a fun day
on Sunday, May 15, 2011 for everyone —families, individuals, and church groups. The day will be-
gin at 3 pm with everyone gathering in the Worship Center. Kids and grown-ups alike will enjoy
canoeing, the ropes course, volleyball, basketball, bean-bag toss, hayrides, good music and lots
more. The Camp is furnishing hotdogs and hamburgers and participants are being asked to bring
a beverage, a side dish, blankets, and chairs for their family. There is no cost for the event. A love
offering will be received.

Shake off those winter blues and come to Camp Rally fun day! In addition to the great time
you’ll have, it’s also an excellent opportunity to introduce your children and youth to the Summer
Camp staff and the facilities. Church groups can take in a tour and think about possibilities to util-
ize the camp for their own retreats or programs.

For more information and to reserve by May 8, contact Camp Director Jerry Mobley at 757-442-
7836 or email him at <ootbay@verizon.net>.
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from the District Superintendent
May 2011
Dear Friends in Christ,

The first part of April, I was in Atlanta, GA for the Southeast Jurisdic-
tional Clergywomen’s Consultation of The United Methodist Church. I
was blessed to attend with 25 other clergywomen from the Virginia An-
nual Conference and the 3 women bishops of the Southeast College of
Bishops. On the first night of the conference, all three of the Bishops
preached —Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor of the South Carolina Confer-
ence, Bishop Charlene Kammerer of our Conference, and Bishop Hope
Morgan Ward of the Mississippi Conference. Bishop Taylor preached on
the woman at the well from John 4. She reminded us that the Samari-
tan woman went to the well in the heat of the day because of her fear
and tire of the judging comments of the town people. At the well she
met Jesus and was so filled to overflowing with the living water of grace
that she left her water jars at the well and ran to the town’s people she
feared and told them about Jesus and invited them to "Come and See”
the Messiah. Bishop Kammerer preached on Shiphrah and Puah in Exo-
dus 1, the two midwives who let the Jewish baby boys live despite the
threat of Pharaoh. Shiphrah and Puah saved the people of God be-
cause of their bold faith and trust in God to be with them, even with a
threatening Pharaoh breathing down their necks and endangering their
lives. Bishop Ward preached on Walter Brueggeman’s book, Disruptive
Grace: Reflections on God, Scripture and the Church. She preached on
how grace disrupts things as they are because with grace there is al-
ways forgiveness of others and self, hospitality for all, and abundance to
meet everyone’s needs, not just some. Grace shakes things up and dis-
rupts life as normal because we can’t hold grudges, we can’t keep “our”
pew to ourselves for hospitality is the norm, and we can’t let others go
without food or shelter because there is an abundance to share with
others.

I wonder how disruptive God’s grace is in your life and in mine and
especially in the church? Are we willing to go to those we fear and
those we tire of and tell them about Jesus’ living water of grace? Are
we willing to stand up boldly for justice, for peace, for love, for life and
for grace with skeptics breathing down our backs? Are we willing to al-
low grace to disrupt our lives by offering forgiveness to the one who
hurt us so, by offering hospitality to those who are different from us, by
sharing generously of what we have because of the abundance of grace
that has been shared with us in Christ?

I am writing this article in Holy Week...a time in which God’s grace
disrupted the synagogue, the government, and the world. Thanks be to
God for God’s disruptive grace and for those who dare to live it boldly in
our lives, in our churches and in the world. Wherever there is disruptive
grace, Christ abounds and resurrection happens! Look for it! I wish you
a resurrected life with disruptive grace upon grace, Tammy L. Estep

Tammy and David

OWhereve
disruptive grace,
Christ abounds and
resurrection happens
Look f

Some young person
you know needs to

hear about Exploration
2011, scheduled for Nov. 11-
13,2011 in St. Louis, Mo.
Someone 18 to 26 years old
who is gifted for ordained
ministry, but hasn't yet iden-
tified his or her gifts to serve
the Church and the world. A
young adult who is already
considering a call to or-
dained ministry in The
United Methodist Church.
Do you have a desire to im-
pact the Church for the fu-
ture? Your invitation may
help these leaders for the
future hear a call to ministry.
Pass this invitation on so
that they can explore their
passion and possibilities.

Information on the event is
available online at <www.
gbhem.org/exploration>.

t

r

he
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RELIEVE EDITORIAL STRESS:

TURN IN
YOUR ARTICLES

R EMINUDTER

DEADLINE FOR
NEWSLETTER

ARTICLES IS

June 15

Thursday, April 28 -May 1, 2011, Emmaus
Women’s Walk at Camp Occohannock

Monday, May 2, 2011, 7 pm District Board of
Trustees, District UMC Office, Parksley
Tuesday, May 3, 2011, 8 am, Morning Prayer
for Pastors @ Cheriton UMC

Tuesday, May 3, 2011, 5:30 pm, District His-
panic Ministry Board @ District UMC Office
Friday, May 6, 2011, 9-3 pm, Hermitage
Guild’s Plant Sale, ES Hermitage, Onancock

Monday, May 9, 2011, District Board of
Laity, District ice; Parksley

o \Mnufday, May 12, 2011, 7 pm 00TB Execu-

tive Committee @ Onley UMC

Friday, May 13, 2011, Conference UMW Spiri-
tual Retreat @ Blackstone

Sunday, May 15, 2011, District Camp Ralley,

3 pm @ Occohannock on the Bay Camp & Re-
treat Center, Belle Haven. Alllocal churches
invited to participate!

Tuesday, May 17, 2011, 9-12 N, District
Clergy Assoc. program “What are we doing in
worship?”, Rev. Kirk Mariner program leader
@Historic Cokesbury Church, Onancock
Thursday, May 19, 2011 6 pm, Agape Center
Graduation @ Deas Chapel UMC ; Bd. mtg. later
Friday, May 20-21, 2011, Spring Lay Speakers
Training (Advanced Courses)@Market St. UMC
Saturday, May 21, 2011, 10 AM UMW Area III
meeting at Friendship UMC, Wattsville
Saturday, May 21, 2011, 10-3 pm, District-
wide Youth in Service Day @O00TB

Tuesday, May 31, 2011, Morning Prayer for
Pastors @ Painter -Garrisons UMC
Wednesday, June 1, 2011, 7 pm, Orientation
Session for Annual Conference @ Metropolitan
UMC, Bayside Rd., Onancock

Monday, June 6, 2011, 6 pm DCA sponsored
Clergy and Families Farewell Dinner @ Estep/
Outten residence, Belle Haven

Tuesday, June 7, 2011, 8 am, Morning Prayer
for Pastors @ Travis Chapel UMC

Thursday, June 9, 2011, 7 pm, OOTB Execu-
tive Committee Mtg. @ Onley UMC

Saturday, June 11, 2011, 10-12 N, Children’s
Event “Stop Hunger Now”, St. Johns UMC
Saturday-Sunday, June 11-12, 2011, Youth
Retreat on Tangier and Port Isobel Islands
Sunday, June 12, 2011, 3-5 pm, Lay Leader
Training @ Onley UMC, Onley

Monday, June 13, 2011, 7 pm, District Board
of Mission @ District UMC Office, Parksley
Wednesday, June 15, 2011, Deadline for The
Shoreline newsletter articles

Wed. , June 15 (7pm) thru June 19 (12N)
2011, Annual Conference Session, Roanoke
Thursday, June 16, 2011, 7 pm, Agape CCCC
Bd. @ Agape Center, Horntown

Tuesday, June 21, 2011, 7 pm, District Fi-
nance Committee meeting @ District Office
Monday, June 27, 2011, 6 pm, District Com-
mittee on Lay Speaking @ District UMC Office
Tuesday, June 28, 2011, 8 am, Morning
Prayer for Pastors @ Mears UMC, Keller
Wedneday, June 29, 2011, Moving Day

e Tuesday, July 5, 2011, 8 am Morning Prayer

for Pastors @ (Northampton County)

Tuesday, July 26, 2011, 8 am, Morning Prayer
for Pastors @ (Accomack County)

Saturday, July 30, 2011, 10 am, District UMW

Executive Officers meeting @ TBA

Saturday, September 17, 2011, 11 am, Dis-
trict UMW Annual Meeting @ Market St. UMC
Thursday, September 22 -24, 2011, Fall
School Lay Speaking Franktown UMC
Sunday, October 2, 2011, Safe Sanctuaries
Training w/Angie Williams @ Grace UMC
Friday, October 14 -16, 2011, District Fall
Youth Retreat @ OOTB

Saturday, November 5, 2011, 11 am, Lay
Speakers Convocation @ Snead Memorial UMC
Sunday, November 13, 2011, 4-6 pm, District
Conference at Grace UMC, Parksley
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