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Let’s Get Ready for Conference! 
The 226th Session of the Virginia Annual Conference will be held at the Roanoke Civic 

Center on June 15-18.  ―More Young People‖ will be this year’s theme.  One 

opportunity you won’t want to miss is the second annual “Let’s Get Growing!” Expo.  

It will be packed with resources as well as training during meal breaks to help you 

reach youth and young adults.   

All lay and clergy members should have made hotel reservations and received 

their Book of Reports and registration cards by mail—if not give the District Office a 

call.  The Book of Reports is also available at the Conference website. 

Our district will hold an orientation session in preparation for this year’s 

Conference on Sunday, June 8, 3 pm at Historic Cokesbury Church on Market St. in 

Onancock.  A notice will be mailed to lay members and an electronic mail to clergy.  

Local churches are encouraged to help raise money for global mission projects 

designated by the Bishop and collected during a special time during the session.  

This year’s offering goal is $300,000 and will benefit the following four projects:  

Brazil (inner-city youth ministry), Mozambique orphanage, Global HIV/AIDS Fund, 

and the rebuilding of Seashore U.M. Assembly Ctr, Biloxi, MS 

Once again “Kits for Conference” will be collected by churches with the 

emphasis on sewing, layette, health, and school kits.  Kits brought to Conference will 

be sent to the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) for distribution.   

Need tickets for the Laity Banquet on June 16 at Annual Conference?  Contact 

the District UMC Office at 757-665-6295.  Tickets ($23 per person) will also be 

available at the Orientation Session on June 8.  Commission on Religon and Race 

Prayer Breakfast is scheduled for June 18.  Tickets are $12.  Contact Iris Smith at 

757-787-3807.  Other banquets are listed at the Conference website. 

Volunteers are needed on June 17, 5:30 am at the far end of Parking Lot A at 

the Civic Center to help bag and load potatoes for pickup by regional food banks. 

For more information on Annual Conference, go to www.vaumc.org and click on 

―2008 Annual Conference‖.  250 Task Force’s ―All Things New‖ video is there too!  

Lay Speakers, You Asked for It! (article continues on page 3) 

Our Lay Speakers’ Convocation on Sunday, Aug. 10, 2008, 3:30 pm at Melfa UMC 

promises to be a spectacular day of learning and fellowship. We are planning a 

powerful worship experience and an opportunity for our lay speakers to network 

among each other.  Are you interested in puppet ministry, jail ministry, or 

evangelism?  There is probably another lay speaker also interested.  Find out at this 

gathering of all our lay speakers (whether you are local church lay speaker or district 

certified lay speaker) on Virginia’s Eastern Shore.  Remember Larry Dean our 

Conference Director on Lay Speaking will also spend time sharing with us.  If you 

have any ideas or suggestions, call Kathy Eberts at 757-787-8457.  

We have already had two training events this year and there is more to come. 

September 25-27, 2008 is the date of the Fall Lay Speakers’ Training (place, TBA) 
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Mississippi’s Bishop Hope Morgan 

Ward will be the featured speaker 

at the Virginia Conference in 

Roanoke.  She has helped restore 

a conference that was devastated 

by Hurricane Kartina. 

http://www.vaumc.org/
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CONFERENCE 

FOUNDATION 

OFFERS SERVICES 

The United Methodist 
Foundation of the 
Virginia Conference is 
available to assist local 
churches in three 
ways: developing 
endowment programs, 
assisting individuals in 
planning and 
implementing special 
gifts for endowment or 
for life income 
instruments to benefit 
local churches or other 
U. Methodist causes, 
or investing funds for 
local churches.   Spring 
is a good time to 
emphasize endowment 
and planned giving in 
the local church. Now 
is a good time to 
review your church’s 
investment strategies.  
Call 1- 800-768-6040, 
ext. 120 or ext. 122,  
or email JimBergdoll 

@vaumc.org   
 

 

 

 

A Word from our District Lay Leader 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

I want to thank all of you for your loving support these past months during the illness and 

deaths of my parents in Feb. and April.  I have been literally held up in prayer and love.  

God’s grace has been evident in so very many ways to me and my family. 

As we move into the busy months of summer we sometimes get so involved in 

vacations, children being home, increased business, more visitors in church, etc., we tend 

to turn our eyes inward and neglect our spiritual relationship with God.  We have just 

celebrated Pentecost--the birthday of the church, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  We 

are reminded of the role the Holy Spirit plays in the lives of those who follow Jesus Christ.  

Jesus says in John 14: 26—―When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the 

Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf...”   The 

Advocate is the encouraging, strengthening work of the Spirit; the Spirit of truth points to 

the teaching, illuminating, and reminding work of the Spirit—the ―conscience‖.   Don’t 

forget; take time to listen to the leading of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  --Love and Peace, 

Barb Mason, District Lay Leader, 757-336-6436; barmason26@yahoo.com  

Sponsor a Camper Today! 

20% of those who attend Camp Occohannock are unchurched.  Camp is their first 

experience with Christian fellowship and worship.  Often, camp lights the fire in 

these children to want to know more about God and church.  Your congregation 

has the opportunity to provide a camp experience: 

 Offer full or partial campership (camp fees) to children and youth in your 

congregation.   

 Seek out a child in your church neighborhood and offer a full campership.  

Remember there may be more involved than paying camp fees.  Make sure the 

family knows what to expect at camp and help with supplies as needed. 

 Network with other church leaders and pastors.  There may be children in other 

congregations who would enjoy the opportunity. 

 Make a donation directly to the OOTB Campership Fund. 

There are six sessions from June 22 thru August 8.  Day Camps for ages 5-6 are 

conducted 5 days a week per session from 8:30-3:30 daily.  Day Camp fee is $140.  

Mini Camp for ages 7-9 are 2 days and 2 nights, Wednesday through Friday.  Mini 

Camp fee is $160.  Elementary Camp for ages 9-12 is 5 days, 5 nights.  

Elementary Camp fee is $285.  There are also four special interest elementary 

camps this year.  Sport Camp is June 22-27 ($290); Soccer Camp is June 29-July 4 

($290); Bay Ecology Camp is July 13-18 ($300) and Visual Arts Camp is August 3-

8 ($310).  Middle School Camp is 5 days, 5 nights.  Middle School Camp fee is  

$300.  Middle School Missions Camp is a 12-day camp, July 20-August 1st.  There is  

a limit of 10 campers and the deadline to apply is July 7th.  The Missions Camp fee 

is $565.  Youth ages 14-16 have two options.  The Beach Trek to the Outer Banks,  

July 7-11 or the Pocomoke/Assateague Adventure, July 6-11.  Both are limited to 

10 campers.  Deadline to apply is June 23rd.  Beach Trek is $515 and Pocomoke 

Assateague Adventure is $310. All camps are first come, first serve.  Some 

sessions may already be full. For more information on camps, go to 

www.ootbay.org or call the camp at 442-7836 or email ootbay@verizon.net.  Don’t 

wait; summer camp begins in a few weeks.  Do it today!   
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Barbara Mason, 

District Lay Leader  

Horntown Charge invites 

you to their July events at 

Friendship UMC that will 

support the following 

mission projects:  Agape 

Center, Accomack Interfaith 

Crisis Ctr., and the African 

Students Education fund:  

July 12th Benefit Concert, 

July 13-18 Tent Revival, 

July 19th Benefit 

Barbeque.  For more 

information call the church 

office at 757-824-0750 

mailto:barmason26@yahoo.com
http://www.ootbay.org/
mailto:ootbay@verizon.net


 
  Lynda Hewitt  

Construction Begins on Camp’s New Worship Ctr. 

On Saturday, May 17th, members and friends of the Board for Occohannock on the 

Bay Camp and Retreat Center broke ground for the new Cokesbury Worship 

Center.  The land has been prepared for the foundation to be poured, the building 

pieces are here, and the workers have been hired.  Drive by and take a look at the 

progress of a dream coming true!  

 

Lynda Hewitt, She Was a Quiet Hero for Many 
On April 30, 2008, the Eastern Shore lost one of its beloved friends and Christian 

witnesses.  Lynda Hewitt, wife of our previous District Superintendent, died in her 

home in Winchester after a brave and grace–filled battle with lung cancer.  A service 

was held at Braddock Street UMC in Winchester on May 5 with Bishop Charlene 

Kammerer officiating.  On May 10th, a private memorial service was held for her at a 

place she truly loved here on the Shore, Camp Occohannock.  A private burial followed.   

While she lived on the Shore, Lynda touched the lives of many students and 

teachers at Metompkin Elementary School where she taught.  She helped feed the 

hungry as the Harvest of Hope gleaning coordinator.  Lynda offered the hospitality of 

Christ by traveling with Carmen Colona into the migrant camps and serving on the 

District’s Hispanic Ministry Board.  She was a friend to many --the kind of friend that 

waited until you left the office for the day; took the 850 district newsletters fresh from 

the copier and folded them before you returned in the morning (she did that often).   

Lynda lived a life that exemplified love and grace to all in her quiet unassuming way, 

never seeking recognition for her actions.   

Our prayers go out to her husband Jim, her children Aaron and Emmy, her 

mother, Evelyn and her brothers, Johnny and Billy.  The family has requested that 

memorials be given to the Braddock Street UMC Relay for Life team that Lynda help 

start or to the Society of Saint Andrews whom she served.  Memorials may be made to 

―Braddock Street UMC‖ for their Relay for Life Team, 115 Wolfe Street, Winchester, VA 

22601 or to the ―Society of Saint Andrew‖, 3383 Sweet Hollow Road, Big Island, VA 

24526.  The new dock at Camp Occohannock has been dedicated to the Hewitts for 

their faithful support of the Camp.   
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Lay Speakers, You Asked for It!  –continued from page 1 

and on October 3-4, 2008 we’re on the road (or boat, that is) to Tangier for the 

Satellite Lay Speakers’ Training at Swain UMC with the advanced course, This Holy 

Mystery. Plans will be underway to have other extended trainings (one course taught 

in 5 sessions) and to offer a Refresher Course for lay speakers who have not taken a 

basic course in 3 years who wish to remain a local church lay speaker.  Contact me if 

you have any questions.  Your District Lay Speaking Ministries Committee wants to 

hear from you! --Brenda Laws, District Director on Lay Speaking 

(luvdoves@intercom.net or 824-0795 
 

 

Franktown Receives SEMAR Award 
District Superintendent Estep presented Franktown UMC with the 2007 Robert M. 

Pitzer Award from the Southeastern United Methodist Agency on Rehabilitation 

(SEMAR) on Sun., May 18, 2008.  The award recognizes their exemplary leadership, 

dedication, inclusion, and commitment to persons with disabilities. Franktown UMC 

has offered love, acceptance, and full inclusion in the community to people with 

special needs throughout the past 46 years.  This ministry has been carried out 

without drums and without trumpets but with great faith, joy, and love.  

Elementary-Aged 

Children, Experiencing 

God in Nature, June 7 
This one day Saturday event 

(10 am to 3 pm)  is for 

children who come with their 

chaperoned church group or 

with a parent –to explore and 

experience God in nature at 

one of our beautiful U.M. 

camps.  Groups will rotate 

between four activities: Bible 

storytelling center, crafts, 

games and recreation, and a 

nature walk/scavenger hunt.  

The date for the one at 

Occohannock on the Bay 

Camp in Belle Haven is June 

7, 2008.  The cost is only $10 

which includes lunch and all 

supplies.  For more 

information/registration go to 

www.vaumc.org, and under 

“Events” link on the date, or 

call the Conference Office of 

Children’s Ministries at  

1-800-768-6040 ext. 138 

 

 

 

SEMAR, INC. has a 

helpful website at 
www.semar-umc.org.  
Click on “Downloads” to 
find links to useful 
resources, such as a 
sample worship service 
for Disability Awareness 
Week.  For information 
about existing laws or 
proposed legislation 
related to disabilities go 
to www.umc-gbcs.org; 
select “disabilities” 

mailto:luvdoves@intercom.net
http://www.vaumc.org/
http://www.semar-umc.org/
http://www.umc-gbcs.org/


 
United Methodist Men in Action 

There is power in God's Word…no matter when, where, or how you receive it.  Men from 

up and down the Shore gathered to hear the power in God's Word in "Letters from 

Heaven", an event sponsored by the Eastern Shore District United Methodist Men.  This 

Christian men's gathering was held on Saturday morning, April 19, 2008 at Grace UMC in 

Parksley.  80 men gathered for a morning of fellowship, praise, singing, prayer, and 

communion.  The men represented over 25 different churches in our District. The event 

opened with prayer and group fellowship.  After a few songs of praise, accompanied by 

Scott Chesson on guitar, breakfast was served.  Rob Kelly was the king of the scrambled 

eggs in the kitchen with help from Mike Chesson.  After breakfast there was a great time 

of reflection on God's Word.  Seven men (Curtis Dix, Milton Christian, Jessie Poulson, Ivan 

Turner, Don Walter, Henry Cathey, and Walt Hopkins) shared their response from a ―letter 

from God‖ in the form of a scripture and words of God’s relationship with each of us. 

There were tears, laughter, unfolding understanding of God's will, and a strong sense of 

the Holy Spirit in the room.  Pastor Romy Velasco closed the event with Holy Communion. 

 It was a morning of connection and being uplifted.  There was no cost for this Christian 

men's event.  A free will offering was taken, and proceeds will be used for several 

upcoming UMM mission projects within the District.   

A work day of scraping and painting windows was held on May 17 at the Pittsville 

United Methodist Church.  The final result was about 60 man hours of labor, a few sore 

backs, and a significant improvement to the external beauty of the church.  Plans are in 

process to replace window screens and some additional painting will need to be completed 

on doors and frames.  Contact Don Walters at 757-442-3618 for the date and time.  Come 

join the fellowship and fun while making a difference here on the Shore. 

Future activities of the Eastern Shore District United Methodist Men will include 

more local "one day" mission projects, attending a Delmarva Shorebirds game (tenta. Jul. 

26), and another gathering with a meal this Fall.  Details soon!  If you are interested in 

joining us or have any questions, please call Henry Cathey at 757-336-3179.  The Eastern 

Shore District United Methodist Men want to connect men and connect with God's Word. 

"God's men doing God's work for the will of God‖. –Henry Cathey, District UMM President 

 

United Methodist Women News 
A UMW Breakfast will be held on June 17th @ 7 AM at the Holiday Inn Airport in 

Roanoke during Annual Conference.  Anyone interested in attending, please contact 

Annette Austin, District President at (410) 957-0059 for tickets.  The price is $12.00. 

  All units interested in making a donation for "Nothing But Nets" project are asked 

to send checks payable to ―Eastern Shore District UMW‖ c/o Mary Bracy, District 

Treasurer by June 13th.  One check will be sent to the Annual Conference on behalf 

of the District.  Donations will be used to purchase nets for malaria prevention.  Five 

members of the Virginia Conference UMW will be traveling to Mozambique Ubuntu in 

August.  As part of this journey, members will assist with the distribution of these 

nets to women and children.      

  The next District UMW Mission Team meeting is scheduled for July 12th @ 10AM 

at the Hermitage in Onancock.  This is a meeting of importance. 

  "Living the Sacred" is this year's theme for the School of Christian Mission at the 

Virginia United Methodist Assembly Center in Blackstone.  The weekend session is 

July 25-27, and the week session is July 28-31.  For more information, you may visit 

the website @ www.vaumc.org/mission or www.vaumw.org.  This event is open to 

men, women, youth, children and families. 

The District UMW Annual Meeting will be held on Saturday, September 20th at 

Onley United Methodist Church, 11:30-1:30.  Be a 5 or 6 Star Unit or a Mission Today 

Unit! --Annette N. Austin, E.S. District UMW President 
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“Living the Sacred” 

is the theme of this 

year’s SCHOOL OF 

CHRISTIAN MISSION 

to be held July 25-27 

(weekend) and July 

28-31 (weekdays) at 

the Virginia United 

Methodist Assembly 

Ctr. in Blackstone.  

The school features 

three studies: “Israel 

and Palestine”, “ I 

Believe in Jesus,” 

and “Giving Our 

Hearts Away: Native 

American Survival.” 

A great opportunity 

for men, women, 

youth, and children 

to learn about being 

partners in God’s 

global mission and 

to grow spiritually 

through study, 

worship, Christian 

fellowship.  To 

register, visit 

www.vaumw.org , or 

call the District Office 

for a registration. 

Calvary U.M.C. on 

Hopkins Rd., in Parksley 

invites you to join them 

for their 120
th
 Annual 4

th
 

of July Supper!  From 2-

6 pm.  Crabcakes, clam 

fritters, fried chicken, 

baked ham and all those 

yummy traditional side 

dishes. Eat in (all you 

can eat) is $18 and 

children 6-12 is $8; or 

Take out is $14 and 

children under 12 is $7. 

Call 757-665-4132 

http://www.vaumc.org/mission
http://www.vaumw.org/
http://www.vaumw.org/


 

 Prayer Meeting to Discern God’s Will for Bloxom UMC 
On April 6th, we celebrated the ministry of Bloxom United Methodist Church and all the 

people and lives it touched in the name of Jesus Christ.  We also acknowledged that 

Bloxom’s season of ministry had come to an end. Bloxom’s sister churches on the Charge, 

St. Thomas UMC and Guilford UMC, were present with prayers and songs of celebrations 

and food for fellowship.  Even though services at Bloxom were discontinued, the Foodbank 

that has been operating out of the church by its loyal members, continues.   

At the 2008 Annual Conference, we will look at ―All Things New‖: a conference proposal 

for planting 250 new churches and revitalizing existing churches.  The revitalization program 

is called ―The Elijah Project‖ where a church that has ended its season of ministry may pass 

its torch of ministry to a new congregation or vision of ministry.  Our hope on the District is 

that Bloxom UMC will become one of the first Elijah Projects in our conference.  The people 

of Bloxom UMC have already passed the stole of ministry to the District Board of Mission. 

The question before us is what new vision of ministry does God have for the facilities of 

Bloxom UMC?  

 I invite you to join other district leaders, pastors and church members for an old 

fashion prayer meeting at Bloxom UMC on Sunday, July 27th at 7:00 pm.  Come and 

worship together, pray together, sing together, and let’s listen together for God’s vision for 

new ministries in this place.  Bring your children, youth, family members, choir members, 

pastors and fellow church members for a new thing in an age old building to discern God’s 

new thing in an old and continuous story of faith.  PS, you can begin to pray even now for 

God’s revealing of God’s vision to us on that night. –-District Superintendent Tammy Estep 

 

 

May We Seek Shalom for Our New Pastors 
―For I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to 

give you a future and a hope.  Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I 

will hear you. –Jeremiah 29:11-12 

In Hebrew the word ―welfare‖ translates into ―shalom‖ or ―peace.‖  The word ―shalom‖ 

is much more than simply the absence of war.  ―Shalom‖ represents a state of well-being--a 

place where peace blends with safety and wholeness of life without need. 

This summer many of our clergy begin the process of new beginnings as they move to 

a new appointment.  They will say ―goodbye‖ to people who have become friends and 

extended families.  For many this is a time of anxiety, a time for questions and the 

unknown.  These clergy persons face newness and will need our prayers and support as 

they transition into a new church and community.  May we, as members of their 

congregations, truly seek ―shalom‖ for them.  May we make every effort to help them and 

their loved ones be in a place of well-being.  I pray we will look after the welfare of our 

pastors as we serve together to share peace with the world.‖ –Rev. Mary M. Jones, Living 

the Word, A Path to Peace, reprinted with permission from the Virginia Advocate, July 2007. 

 

Scouting News 

 The Virginia District of the BSA will be hosting a Camporee on the weekend of Sept. 19, 

2008 at Camp Occohannock. The theme will be water sports. All units will be constructing a 

cardboard boat and competing in them. This is a great opportunity for all churches 

sponsoring scouting groups to urge their participation as we have a great facility and a 

beautiful camp. As we all know the rising cost of fuel, food and other services have put a 

crimp in our budgets, so we are trying to put on a great weekend for our scouts with the 

least expense. Anyone wishing to contribute to help offset our camporee cost can send a tax 

deductible donation to Jerry Mobley at the camp with a note stating the purpose. I would 

like to thank all who support the scouting ministry here on the Shore.  God bless you.  For 

more information, contact Ed Tyson, District UMC Scouting Coordinator at 787-4855 or 

email 5tysons@verizon.net 
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Check out the new 
website at 
http://new.gbgm-
umc.org/Advance/ 

There you will find a 
variety of 
resources, including 
short videos clips to 
help connect your 
congregation with 
the work of United 
Methodists all 
around the world.  
This year marks the 
60

th
 anniversary of 

the ADVANCE FOR 
CHIRST AND HIS 
CHURCH. We have 
much to celebrate 
as we continue the 
work of Christ in our 
world.    

 

The Mission 

Education Seminar 

at the General Bd. of 

Global Ministries is 

scheduled for 

September 7-11, 

2008. The seminar is 

a working experience 

designed to equip 

Virginia U. M. clergy 

and laity for the work 

of mission in the local 

church, and provides 

an opportunity to learn 

first-hand about the 

activities and 

responsibilities of the 

General Board of 

Global Ministries. The 

event is held in New 

York at the General 

Board offices and 

includes a day at the 

United Nations 

Church Center. For 

more information 

please contact 

Livingstone Dore by 

telephone at 804-

266-3551 or  email 

lsdore@yahoo.com. 

 

http://new.gbgm-umc.org/Advance/
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/Advance/
mailto:lsdore@yahoo.com


African-American Transformation Celebration in Nov. 
The Virginia Conference’s Common Table, the Committee for Ethnic Local Church Concerns, 

and Black Methodist for Church Renewal have been working collaboratively in a three-step 

process to address the most challenging needs of our African-American congregations.  A joint 

task force polled churches and used survey findings to help develop strategic plans to address 

their identified needs.  The plan invites our African-American congregations in ministry 

assessment, leadership training with a coach or mentor, celebrating success and creating 

ministry action plans.  ―Celebration‖ is an event that came out of this planning process. 

The ―African-American Tranformation Celebration‖ is an event you don’t want to miss! 

Clergy and laity from our Virginia Conference African-American churches will gather at St. 

Johns UMC right here one the Eastern Shore for this spectacular event on November 13-15, 

2008.  Speakers will be Rev. Carrol Fields of St. James UMC in Westover, Md.; Rev. Dr. 

William B. McClain from Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, DC; Rev. Dennis 

Blackwell, Pastor of Asbury UMC in Merchantville, NJ; and Rev. Vance P. Ross, Associate 

Secretary of the General Board of Discipleship. Come and experience great preaching, 

teaching, inspirational singing and good fellowship!  Come and connect with your brothers and 

sisters from around our conference.  For more information and to register contact Rev. Gary 

Miller at the St. Johns U.M. Church office in Atlantic at 757-824-6241; or email him at 

garycmiller@verizon.net  

  

A Clergy Retreat That Will Long Be Remembered 
In the heart of Richmond lies an oasis of calm, a place of spiritual renewal.   In the mid 1800s 

Sisters of the Visitation established a monastery and girl’s school on the highest hill in 

Richmond.  Eventually that monastery would become present day Richmond Hill Ecumenical 

Retreat Center.   

On April 1st the clergy of the Eastern Shore visited this amazing place for an overnight 

retreat.  Behind the walls of this old monastery we discovered beautiful gardens, historical 

insights, and a community of wonderful Christian fellowship.  As we ate, prayed and 

worshiped together in this peaceful setting we were all renewed-- spiritually and physically. 

During our visit we were blessed to have Rev. Ben Campbell, Rev. Mpho Tutu and Rev. 

Doug Tanner guide us on an historical tour of the African slave trade in Richmond.  The most 

compelling part of the tour was walking the old slave trail that leads from the river to the Way 

Station some three miles away.  Arriving in ships from Africa, the human ―cargo‖ was 

unloaded, placed in chains and forced to walk through the dark of night to the station where 

they were held for auction.   The location of one of those stations, Lumpkin’s Jail, has been 

designated as an archaeological site and hopefully it will one day be excavated. 

Walking single file and holding hands to simulate being chained, we were transported 

back in time to the terror and humiliation of the human slave trade.   As we stumbled over 

the uneven ground, edged by the river, ducked hanging branches, while clinging to hands in 

front and behind, we were able to experience in a small way how the people, torn from their 

native lands, arrived in the ―New World‖.  It was an overwhelming experience; one that left 

most of us in tears. 

Back at the monastery we discussed with Rev. Campbell and Rev. Tutu how the racial 

tensions of the African slave trade have affected Richmond down through the years.  Today 

the community of Richmond Hill, together with local clergy, work to bring about reconciliation 

between the descendents of the slaves, slave owners and slave traders.  As part of this on-

going ministry, on March 31, 2007 the Reconciliation Statue, a 15’ bronze statue depicting 

two people melded in an embrace, was placed in a small plaza at 15th and East Main Streets 

near the former slave market in Shockoe Bottom.    

This was a clergy retreat that I doubt any of us will ever forget. –Author: Rita Kanten, 

Pastor of New Hope Charge (Evergreen, Harborton, and Mears Memorial U.M. Churches) 
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#Rev. Dr. William B. 

McClain of Wesley 

Theological 

Seminary and  
$Rev. Vance P. 

Ross, Associate 

Secretary for the 

General Bd. of 

Discipleship -- 2 of 

the “Celebration” 

speakers 

 

C 

Richmond Hill 

Clergy Retreat 

mailto:garycmiller@verizon.net
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   -from our District Superintendent 
June 2008 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

When our General Conference of the United Methodist Church met on April 23rd in the 

Fort Worth Convention Center, history was made.  Out of the 992 delegates, 278 of the 

delegates were from outside the United States.  When Bishops and delegates from 

other countries stood up to speak, they did so in their native tongue. Then interpreters 

translated their words to us in English.  When English speaking Bishops and delegates 

spoke, the interpreters translated their words into each delegate’s native tongue.  

During the 10 days that we gathered, it was ―Christ for the world we sing, the world to 

Christ we bring‖.  It was a holy conference as we worshipped, prayed, did legislative 

work dealing with petitions to change the Book of Discipline, and worked together as 

one body for the sake of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.   

We are  a universal church, making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 

of the world.  We have become the church John Wesley envisioned when he said, ―The 

world is my parish.‖  So, what difference does General Conference make to our 

churches here on the Eastern Shore?  Hopefully, we will become more of the church 

God envisioned at Pentecost, where people of all backgrounds, all ages, all economic 

strata, all ethnicity and all nationalities will be welcomed into our churches and at the 

Lord’s table with the radical hospitality of Jesus Christ.  I pray that we will no longer be 

separated by one another on Sunday mornings but be the one Body of Christ. 

 For the first time, youth and young adults made a report to the General 

Conference.  They were urgent for a church that does more than just sit in the pews on 

Sunday mornings.  They longed for a church that is at work outside the church walls 

making a difference in the world and in their own community.  They longed for a 

church that is willing to try new things, new music, new expressions of worship, new 

programs to invite and welcome their peers to Christ.   Youth and young adult 

delegates were active in every aspect of General Conference.  Will we on the Eastern 

Shore hear their plea?  Will we reach out to the youth and young adults that are so 

drastically absent in so many of our churches?  Will we branch out and try something 

new to make sure all people are welcomed at the table, youth, young adults, new 

agers, middle agers, and senior citizens?  If we are going to be whole, we need to 

reach out to those who are missing from the church and from our worship, even if it 

means we have to try something new.  Peter Surran is heading up our youth program 

for the District.  If you need any help or assistance or want to know what is happening 

with the youth on the District, please email Peter at peter.surran@gmail.com. 

 Bishop Machado from Mozambique preached during one of the morning worship 

services.  He told a story of a new pastor who preached the same sermon to her 

congregation four Sundays in a row.  When the PPR committee met with her, they 

asked her if she knew what she had preached on.  She said, ―Oh yes, I preached the 

exact same sermon every Sunday.‖  They asked her why she preached the same 

sermon and not a different one each Sunday.  She replied, ―I thought I would preach 

this sermon until the people began to live the faith rather than just talk it.‖  Bishop 

Machado reminded us that if we want our world and our church to be transformed, 

then we must be transformed ourselves.  Paul writes in Philippians 2:  ―Let the same 

mind be in you that is in Christ Jesus.‖  May we be so transformed by God’s holy Spirit 

that we live and act and think with the mind of Christ! 

 Our denomination is a wonderful place to be!  We, The United Methodist Church, 

are working together to offer Christ to everyone around the world, no matter what age 

or nationality or color or status.  Let us reach out to the poor, the sin-sick, the young, 

the lonely, the down trodden, the imprisoned.  Let us be Christ to those who do not 

know that they are God’s beloved.  Let us live as though the ―World is our Parish‖! 

I wish you…           Grace upon Grace, 

Tammy Estep 

 

 

District Superintendent 

Tammy L. Estep 

 

 MISSION AT WORK! 

The Missions’ Committee 

of St. Thomas UMC in 

Bloxom offers a free lunch 

(not just a sandwhich, but a 

really nice hot lunch) once 

a month to older adults, 55 

and up in the community.  

The luncheon includes a 

program and devotional.  

Reservations are required 

in order to have enough 

food prepared.  For those 

who cannot get there they 

take a lunch to them, or 

they will provide 

transportation.  They serve 

approximately 50 people 

each month.  St. Thomas 

knows that “mission” is not 

a project, it’s the purpose of 

the church.  For more 

information, contact  

Barbara Carr at 757-665-

5746.  Heifer International 

is also another project they 

are supporting this year! 

 

The Agape Christian 

Children’s Community 

Center will begin their 

summer session soon.  

Scholarships are needed!  

$65 provides one week’s 

tuition for a child.  Your 

tax-free donation can be 

made payable to ACCCC  

in care of Barbara Mason, 

Treasurer P.O. Box 704, 

Chincoteague,VA  23336 

For more Information, call 

the Ctr. at 757-824-0072 

mailto:peter.surran@gmail.com
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Check out the 2008 

District Calendar  " 
 

Looking for 2008 General 

Conference Session News? 

visit www.gc2008.umc.org 

ñWe envision churches where all 

Godôs people are welcomed at table, 

nurtured and transformed to be 

Christ to others in the world.ò 
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District Calendar 
 Tues., June 3, 8 am, Morning 

Prayer for pastors @Trinity UMC  

 Sat., June 7, 9:30 am, 

Experiencing God in Nature @ 

Camp Occohannock 

 Sun., June 8, 3 pm, Orientation 

for Annual Conference @ Historic 

Cokesbury Church 

 Mon., June 9, 7 pm, District Bd. 

Of Mission (budget plan.) @ District 

UMC Office, Parksley 

 Tues., June 10, 5 pm, District 

Committee on Lay Speaking 

@District UMC Office, Parksley 

 Thurs., June 12, 7 pm, OOTB 

Executive Committee @ Onley UMC 

 Sun., evening-Wed. noon, June 

15-18, 2008 Annual Conference 

Session, Roanoke Civic Center 

 Thurs., June 19, 7 pm, Agape 

CCCC Board @ the Center in 

Horntown 

 Tues., June 24, 8 am, Morning 

Prayer for pastors @ Market St.UMC 

 Tues., June 24, 5:30 pm, District 

Hispanic Ministry Bd. @ 

Drummondtown UMC 

 Mon., June 30, 7 pm, District Bd. 

Of Laity @ District UMC Office, 

Parksley (budget plan.) 

 Wed., July 2, Moving Day for 

Pastors in Va. Conference 

 Tues., July 8, 8 am, Morning 

Prayer for Pastors @ Cheriton  

 

 Wed., July 9, 7 pm, District 

Finance Committee (budget) @ 

District UMC Office, Parksley 

 Thurs., July 10, 10 am, District 

Bd. Church Loca. & Bldg. @ Onley 

UMC (interviews) 

 Sat., July 12, 10 am, District 

UMW officers @ Hermitage 

 Wed. – Sat., July 16-19, SEJ 

Conference, Lake Junaluska, NC 

 Thurs., July 17, 7 pm, Agape 

CCCC Bd. @ Center, Horntown 

 Sat., July 26, (tentative) District 

UMM sponsored Shorebird game 

 Sun., July 27, 7 pm, Prayer 

Service @ Bloxom UMC 

 Sun., Aug. 10, 3:30 pm, Lay 

Speakers’ Convoca. @ Melfa UMC 

 Thurs., Aug. 14, 5:30 pm, OOTB 

Execu. Committee dinner with 

campers, mtg. to follow @ OOTB 

 Thurs., Aug. 21, 7 pm, Agape 

CCCC Bd. @ Center, Horntown 

 District Stewards & Charge 

Conference Orientation Session 

(late July or early Aug.-TBA soon!) 

 Sept., Charge Conferences Begin! 

 Wed., Sept. 10, 9:30 am, Fall 

Guild Coffee/Mtg. @ Hermitage 

 Sept.19-21, BSA Camporee @OOTB 

 Sat., Sept. 20, 11:30 am, UMW 

annual meeting @ Onley UMC 

 Fri., Sept. 26, 9-12 n, Farmers 

Mkt. & Bake Sale @ Hermitage 

 Thurs.-Sat., Sept. 25-27, School         

of Lay Speaking Ministries @ TBA 

   

July 15 

For more information go to 

our new district website at                      

www.easternshore

districtumc.org 

mailto:esdsumc@verizon.net
http://www.vaumc.org/
http://www.gc2008.umc.org/
http://www.easternshoredistrictumc.org/
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