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Come and Worship as the Body of Christ at the 

District-Wide Pentecost Sunday Service on May 18 
Did you know that the church was born on Pentecost Sunday when the Holy Spirit 

filled the people who had been diligent in prayer?  People from all nations were 

affected and some 3,000 people were taken into the membership of the Church of 

Jesus Christ.  God still has a vision of a church that is interracial in make-up and 

diverse in backgrounds.  Today, our many of our churches have moved to a much 

more limited and exclusive congregation where we are divided not only by race but 

also by economics, theology, physical agility, age and birth families.   

 

On Sunday, May 18, 2008, 3:00 pm in the afternoon, we will gather as the one 

church of Jesus Christ for a district-wide Pentecost service at Drummondtown UMC 

in Accomac.  We will not be separated from each other but united by the Holy Spirit 

of Jesus Christ.  There will be special music by the children of the Horntown Charge 

and Rev. George Warner pastor of the Horntown Charge will be our preacher.   

 

Previous to serving in the Virginia Annual Conference, Rev. Warner (originally from 

Liberia) served as a Board of Global Ministries Missionary of Hope in Senegal and 

Tanzania, Africa and as a hospital chaplain in Kenya.  He has been pastor to Deas 

Chapel, Friendship, and St. Marks U.M. churches on the E.S. since July 1, 2005. 

 

Come and celebrate the birth of the Church of Jesus Christ at Pentecost!  Come and 

worship as the one Body of Christ where there are no barriers from the amazing 

grace of God!  Reservations are not required.   

 

God just wrote you a letter...What do you do? 

You open your mailbox and there is a letter from God…addressed to  

you.  What do you think?  What do you do?  How do you respond?   

Seven different letters--seven different speakers will share their  

reactions, feelings, blessings, and challenges when God sends them  

a personal letter.  

 

Men from up and down the Shore are invited to a time of gathering  

and connection--an event to feed both the body and the soul.  All men are invited to 

this day of food, fellowship, music, a Spirit lead word, and communion with brothers 

in Christ. 

 

Place:  Grace United Methodist Church, 18484 Wilson Ave., Parksley, VA 

Date and Time:  Saturday April 19, 2008 – 8 AM to 10:30 PM 

Breakfast:  Eggs, sausage, biscuits, sausage gravy, coffee and juice 

Breakfast will be provided at no cost. A free will offering will be collected. 
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Rev. George Warner will be the 

preacher for our Pentecost 

Service at Drummondtown UMC  
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LET’S GET READY 

FOR CONFERENCE! 

Orientation  for Annual 

Conference Session is 

set for Sun., June 8, 

2008, 3 pm at Historic 

Cokesbury Church in 

Onancock. 

All clergy and lay 

members  of Annual  

Conference should 

attend in order to 

prepare for the June 

15-18, session.  

Last year Annual  

Conference was 

given the challenge 

“Let’s get growing; 

more people, more 

young people, more 

diverse people, all 

for Jesus!”  The 

emphasis this year 

will be on “More 

Young People .” 

 

 

 

A Word from our District Lay Leader 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

I would like to thank everyone for their prayers and support at the time of my 

father’s death.  My family and I appreciate your continued prayers as my mother is 

now in the hospital and has been for approximately two weeks.   Her health is very 

fragile at this time.   

   We have received an overwhelming response for the District Board of Laity’s 

―Spring Training‖.  Registration is now nearing 200 –some of our workshops are 

filled to capacity while others are nearly filled!  I look forward to being with all of 

you on Apr 5. 

   The E.S. District’s Mini School for Lay Speaking Ministries brochure is included in 

this newsletter. Remember that Lay Speaking is more about empowering lay 

people to fulfill their call to ministry than just preaching from the pulpit. Please lift 

this opportunity for ministry to your congregations.   
 

Love and Peace, Barb Mason, District Lay Leader 

757-336-6436; barmason26@yahoo.com  

 

Our 2008 Summer Camp theme is ―Handle with Care‖ which focuses on: being good 

stewards of God’s creation, learning how to lessen our carbon foot print, and 

becoming green.  Michael Henry will be the Summer Program Coordinator, leading 

the campers and 23 staff members to commune with and grow closer to God.  As 

well as our regular Day Camp, Mini Camp, Elementary and Middle School Camps we 

are offering Sports, Soccer, Visual Arts, and Bay Ecology camps for ages 9-12.   

There is a 12-Day Mission Camp for middle school-aged campers.  The Outer Banks 

Beach Trek and Pocomoke Assateague Adventure camps are for ages 14-16. 

   Other events at OOTB this year are: Experiencing God in Nature; Hearts, Hands, 

and Smiles Camp; All God’s Children Camp; On a Mission Camp; Family Camp;  

Grandparent/Grandchild Camp; Advent Open House; and New Years Eve Family Fun.  

   Statistics tell us that 45% of our campers are United Methodist, 35% are from  
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Barbara Mason, 

District Lay Leader  

General Conference, What is it? 

As the top policy-making body of the international United Methodist Church, 

General Conference is the only body that officially speaks for the 11.5 million 

member denomination.  During the nine-day session (April 23-May 2, 2008), 992 

delegates will revise the Book of Discipline, which regulates the manner in which 

local churches, annual conference and general agencies are organized.  The book 

also sets policies regarding church membership, ordination, administration, 

property and judicial procedures.  Let us be in prayer for the delegation that has 

the responsibility to make these changes. 

(For more information on 2008 General Conference go to www.vaumc.org) 

The 2008 General 

Conference will be held 

April 23-May 2, 2008, at 

the Fort Worth  

Convention Center in 

Fort Worth, Texas. 

 

2008, Marks Fifty 

Years in Ministry 
 

mailto:barmason26@yahoo.com
http://www.vaumc.org/


Occohannock on the Bay ïcontinued from page 2 

other denominations, and 20% are TOTALLY UN-CHURCHED.  These un-churched 

campers are living in your communities.  Reach out to them—offer them a 

scholarship to go to camp.  Invite them to church, your VBS, and to youth group 

events.  Make a difference, be responsible for these children’s faith journey. 

   25% or 53 of our campers need financial assistance.  The Eastern Shore District 

contributes atleast $3000 (or provides 10 camperships).  We do not turn campers 

away. We need your help sponsoring children beyond your local church. 

   Additional opportunities to serve at Summer Camp include volunteer Chaplains 

and nurses.  If you serve as our camp nurse for a week your child/grandchild or 1 of 

the 20% un-churched can attend a summer session free.   

   Don’t forget our last ―Volunteer Work Day‖ is Saturday, May 3, 2008 beginning 8 

am Please contact the Camp Office to let us know you will be coming. 

   For more information, call or email Camp Director Jerry Mobley at 757-442-7836 

or ootbay@verizon.net.  Camp’s website is www.ootbay.org  

 

Kit Supplies Needed at UMCORôs Sager Brown Depot 

UMCOR’s relief supply warehouse, Sager Brown Depot in Baldwin, La., is requesting 

donations for 33,000 layette kits, 64,000 sewing kits and approximately 1,000 bedding kits 

to meet upcoming needs.  Donations for all kits are needed to prepare for uncertain times 

and future relief efforts.  Sager Brown has received fewer kits over the last year and stocks 

are becoming alarmingly low.  Visit UMCOR’s Relief Supplies webpage at http://new.gbgm-

umc.org/umcor/work/sagerbrown/ to learn more or you can give to the Domestic Disaster 

Response, UMCOR Advance#901670 thru your local church treasurer. 
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Christian Menôs Gatheringðcontinued from front page 

Please let us know you are coming.  RSVP to the Eastern Shore District United 

Methodist District Office (757-665-6295; esdsumc@verizon.net) by Tuesday April 

15.  We need a head count for the food, so please respond early!  Come be 

uplifted and connected!  Come be part of this day of blessings.  You do not need 

to be a UMM member.  You only need to want to know the Lord better.  All men 

are welcome!  Bring a friend! This event is sponsored by the Eastern Shore 

District United Methodist Men 
 

Lay Speakers’ 

Convocation will be 

held on Sun., Aug. 10, 

2008, 3:30 pm at Melfa 

UMC.  Conference 

Director on Lay Speaking 

Mr. Larry Dean will be 

the featured speaker.  All 

lay speakers are invited 

and encouraged to 

attend.  More information 

soon! 

Elementary-Aged 

Children, Experiencing 

God in Nature 
This one day Saturday event 

(10 am to 3 pm)  is for 

children who come with their 

chaperoned church group or 

with a parent –to explore and 

experience God in nature at 

one of our beautiful U.M. 

camps.  Groups will rotate 

between four activities: Bible 

storytelling center, crafts, 

games and recreation, and a 

nature walk/scavenger hunt.  

The date for the one at 

Occohannock on the Bay 

Camp in Belle Haven is June 

7, 2008.  The cost is only $10 

which includes lunch and all 

supplies.  For more 

information/registration go to 

www.vaumc.org, and under 

“Events” link on the date, or 

call the Conference Office of 

Children’s Ministries at  

1-800-768-6040 ext. 138 

 

 

 

Young People, Not only Leaders for Tomorrowôs 

Church, They Are Leaders in the Church Today! 
―As part of my work, I am regularly involved in conversations about the critical need 

for young adult leaders.  The conversation often turns to the reasons we need them.  

More often than not, people say these new young leaders must be prepared to lead the 

church 20 years from now.  They insist that we need people who we can train to ―take 

over the reins‖ when today’s leaders retire.  While this may be a legitimate goal, they 

are missing the big picture.  Young adults are not only leaders for tommorrow’s 

church.  They are leaders in the church today.  If the church is to fully integrate young 

people in ordained leadership positions, all levels of the church must find new ways to 

invite them to consider ordained ministry and then respond to the gifts and skills that 

young people already bring.òðWritten by The Rev. Meg Lassiat, Director of Student 

Ministries, Vocation and Enlistment at the General Board of Higher Education and 

Ministry, in a Feb. 19 UMNS commentary (The U.M. Newscope, March 14, 2008) 

mailto:ootbay@verizon.net
http://www.ootbay.org/
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/work/sagerbrown/
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/work/sagerbrown/
http://www.vaumc.org/


 We Now Have a District U.M.M. Cabinet  

The men who volunteered to serve as a district steering committee last spring at the 

Men’s Breakfast have been working diligently for the past year to bring the men on 

our district together where they can connect on a deeper level with each other and 

with God.  In August, this committee rallied UMM presidents from all over the district 

to brainstorm ideas on other events such as last fall’s luncheon with the Conference 

UMM Chaplain --another well-attended spiritually uplifting gathering.  And let’s not 

forget the upcoming ―Letters from Heaven‖ Men’s Breakfast on April 19 that began 

as a seed planted in the August meeting.  These events are for ALL MEN on the 

district, not just chartered United Methodist Men fellowships. 
 

Now guess what?  Many of those on the district steering committee (you know, the 

men who rolled up their sleeves and said ―I feel called by God to serve in this way‖), 

have taken on yet another commitment and that is in forming a UMM Cabinet for our 

District.  So here they are, our brand new (and might I say, very hard-working) 

Cabinet members:  Henry Cathey of Christ UMC is the President, Curtis Dix of Adams 

UMC is the Vice President, Ivan Turner of Epworth UMC is Secretary, Aaron Johnson 

of Grace UMC is Treasurer, Donnie Walters of Epworth UMC is Chaplain and the 

Mission and Outreach Chair. 
 

You’ll be hearing more from them soon! 

 

 

 E.S. District UMW News 

On Tuesday, March 4th, graveside services were held at the Belle Haven Cementary 

for Mrs. Georgia Mae Taylor.  Mrs. Taylor was an active UMW member at 

Craddockville United Methodist Church, and she served as Area I Leader for 

the District for a number of years.  She will be remembered for her enthusiastic 

personality, encouraging words, and her love for people everywhere.  On behalf of 

the District, a gift in memory donation will be given to missions in her honor. 
 

The Southeastern Jurisdiction Quadrennial Meeting is scheduled for April 4-6, 2008 

in Hampton, VA.  All UMW members, who have registered, please notify District 

Secretary Tammie Townsend @ 665-4934 or District President Annette Austin @ 

(410) 957-0059. 
 

The UMW District Fellowship Luncheon was held on Saturday, February 16th at Deas 

Chapel United Methodist Church, Horntown, VA.  Ms. Holly Evans of Hospice was the 

guest speaker.  She shared information about Hospice services here on the Shore.  

An offering was collected to assist patients with personal and other needs.  More 

volunteers are needed to serve patients between Melfa and the Temperanceville 

areas.   A delicious oven baked chicken lunch was prepared by the UMW of Deas 

Chapel.  About 103 members attended.  Mrs. Doris Cropper, former District 

President for five years, and Mrs. Charlotte Custis, 99 years young and former 

President of the Craddockville unit were recognized for their outstanding years of 

service.  Mrs. Custis served for 30 years as the President of her local unit.  Each 

received a framed certicate and corsage.   
 

Mark your calendars for the September 20th UMW Annual Meeting at Onley UMC! 

                 

--Annette N. Austin, E.S. District UMW President 
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“Living the Sacred” 

is the theme of this 

year’s SCHOOL OF 

CHRISTIAN MISSION 

to be held July 25-27 

(weekend) and July 

28-31 (weekdays) at 

the Virginia United 

Methodist Assembly 

Ctr. in Blackstone.  

The school features 

three studies: “Israel 

and Palestine”, “ I 

Believe in Jesus,” 

and “Giving Our 

Hearts Away: Native 

American Survival.” 

A great opportunity 

for men, women, 

youth, and children 

to learn about being 

partners in God’s 

global mission and 

to grow spiritually 

through study, 

worship, and 

Christian fellowship.  

To register, visit 

www.vaumw.org , or 

call the District Office 

for a registration. 

Henry Cathey is   

our new District 

UMM President 

http://www.vaumw.org/
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-from our District Superintendent 
April 2008 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Jesus has risen! He has risen indeed!  The promise of our faith, of Easter and of the 

scriptures is that there is always new life just around the bend, whether we are a 

people who have lost a loved one, been hurt be a friend, are in the middle of a divorce, 

being attacked by terrorists, or individuals who have lost their faith.  There is always 

new life waiting around the bend!  That is the promise of the Gospel!   

 The disciples and the other followers of Jesus thought the life of faith that they 

dreamed of and experienced in the person of Jesus the Christ was over.  They were 

confused…and devastated…they didn’t know what to do.  So they returned to life as 

usual…fishing, shepherding, and begging for alms.  But Christ came to some of them in 

a mighty way that brought them hope, energy, faith and NEW life!  They began to pray 

together and to wait for Christ’s Spirit to direct them.  Pentecost came and they were 

empowered and emboldened by the Spirit.  A small room of people left their ―prayer 

room‖ to go into the world and offer the new life of Christ to all those who were beaten 

down by the world and all that life threw at them.  Within one day of resurrection 

evangelism, 3000 people became disciples of Jesus Christ the risen Lord. (Acts 2:41) 

 Imagine what it took for those disciples who betrayed…denied… deserted Jesus in 

his greatest hour of need…Imagine what it took for them to stand boldly in the face of 

a world that crucified their Jesus and to proclaim Good News!  Imagine what spiritual 

energy that their resurrected Lord gave to them that enabled them to leave everything 

behind and take on the religious society of the day and the whole Roman Empire with 

one single purpose of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 

world into the reign of God.  Can you imagine? 

 I believe that God still calls us to pray, still fills us with God’s Spirit, and still calls 

us to go out into the world to make disciples of Jesus Christ, not for our sake but for 

the world’s sake.  ―For God so love the world‖, not just the Eastern Shore, not just 

Virginia, not just the United States, but the world.  There are people who are waiting 

and longing for a new life. Some, have given up on it ever being a possibility in their 

life or in the world.  But we, the church, cannot give up on the reality and possibilities 

of Easter resurrection for all people and for the world.  We must be diligent, prayerful, 

bold, and outreaching to those who are bound up by religious laws, by past sins, by 

deep hurts, by hopelessness and despair.  Even though we are small in number, we 

Christians called United Methodists must reach out to the world and to all those who 

don’t know resurrection because God reached out to each of us. 

 At the 2008 session of the Virginia Annual Conference, we will be asked to commit 

ourselves as individual Christians, and as the Body of Christ to open our doors to the 

refreshing breath and energy of the Holy Spirit.  We will be asked to offer Christ to 

others who need the gift of resurrection and new life in their own lives.  We will be 

asked to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  We will be 

asked to stop being a church that is concerned about the needs of its membership to 

being a church focused on the needs of those outside our walls who do not know the 

saving grace of Jesus Christ.   

 To learn more of this proposal for us and our church, go to the conference website 

www.vaumc.org and click on ―All Things New‖.  I am excited about the challenge and 

the possibilities that this proposal puts before us here on the Eastern Shore.  I pray 

that we will be prayerful and bold enough to live out our faith in the community and in 

the world so that all will see the reality and truth of new life in Jesus Christ!  Here’s to 

resurrection and new life in our own personal faith journeys, in our own churches, and 

in bringing God’s reign on earth as it is in heaven!  May resurrection and new life be 

ours today so it can be someone else’s tomorrow! 

 I wish you…         Grace upon Grace, 

Tammy Estep 

 

 

District Superintendent 

Tammy L. Estep 

 

 

250 TASK FORCE 

RELEASES DRAFT 

 

The 250 Task Force, 

established by action 

of the 2006 Annual 

Conference and 

tasked to formulate a 

plan to accomplish 

the goal of starting 

250 new faith 

communities in the 

next 30 years, has 

completed a first draft 

of its “All Things 

New” plan.  A draft of 

the plan as well as 

supporting 

documents, can be 

found at 

www.vaumc.org.   

Since releasing the 

plan, the Task Force 

has solicited 

feedback from clergy 

an laity.  On Feb. 2, a 

conference-wide 

“listening post” was 

held at Shady Grove 

UMC,  Mechanicsville. 

In response to the 

feedback shared, the 

250 Task Force will 

contine working to 

revise the “All Tings 

New” plan. For more 

information or to offer 

feedback of the plan 

contact, Rev. Marc 

Brown, 250 Task 

Force Chair at 804-

521-1100 or by e-mail 

RichmondDS@vaumc

.org   

http://www.vaumc.org/
http://www.vaumc.org/
mailto:RichmondDS@vaumc.org
mailto:RichmondDS@vaumc.org
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The Eastern Shore District of                             
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
18291 Jones Ave.            

P.O. Box 317 

Parksley, VA  23421 
 

Tammy L. Estep, District Superintendent  

Barbara Mason, District Lay Leader  

Connie M. Owens, District Administrative Assistant  

Office Hours:  8:30-4:30, Monday-Thursday 

Phone:  757-665-6295 

E-mail:  <esdsumc@verizon.net> 

Website: <www.easternshoredistrictumc.org>  

Virginia Conference website: <www.vaumc.org>  

 

Check out the 2008 

District Calendar   

for important upcoming 

events, & workshops.   

ñWe envision churches where all 

Godôs people are welcomed at table, 

nurtured and transformed to be 

Christ to others in the world.ò 
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District Calendar 
Á Apr. 1- May 15, Parsonage 

Reviews/Inspections 

Á Apr. 1-2, Richmond Hill Retreat 

for E.S. Clergy and Spouses 

Á Sat., Apr. 5, 8:30-3 pm, E.S. 

UMC’s Training Event at Nandua 

Middle School, Onley.   

Á Tues., Apr. 8, 8 am, Morning 

Prayer for Pastors at 

Craddockville UMC 

Á Tues., Apr. 15, 5:30 pm, E.S. 

District UMC Hispanic Ministry 

Board meets at Onley UMC 

Á Wed., Apr. 16, 7 pm, District 

Board of Trustees meet at 

District UMC Office, Parksley 

Á Thurs., Apr. 17, 10 am, 

District Board of Church Loca. 

and Building meet at Onley UMC 

Á Thurs., Apr. 17, 7 pm, Agape 

CCCC Board members meet at 

Agape Center, Horntown 

Á Thurs., Apr. 17, 7 pm, OOTB 

General Board Members meet at 

Onley UMC 

Á Sat., April 19, 8-10:30 am, 

Men’s Breakfast ―Letters from 

Heaven‖ at Grace UMC.  RSVP 

by Apr. 15.  See article inside. 

Á Tues., Apr. 29, 8 am, Morning 

Prayer for Pastors,Downing UMC 

 

 

Á Thurs., May 1-2 (7-9 pm) 

and Sat. May 3 (8:30-4 pm), 

Basic Course for Lay Speaking 

at Grace UMC, Parksley. See 

brochure inside this newsletter.  

Á Fri., May 2 (7-9 pm) and Sat. 

May 3 (8:30-4 pm), Advanced 

Course: Lay Speakers Lead in 

Mission Outreach at Grace UMC. 

See brochure inside this nwsltr.  

 Tues., May 6, 8 am, Morning 

Prayer for Pastors at Franktown  

 Thurs. May 8, 7 pm, OOTB 

Execu. Committee at Onley UMC 

 Thurs., May 15, 7 pm, Agape 

CCCC Board meets at Center 

(tentative due to Agape’s 

Center’s graduation) 

Á Fri., May 16, 6 pm, District 

Clergy Association’s ―Farewell 

Dinner‖ in honor of pastors who 

are moving and retiring.  

Á Sun., May 18, 3 pm, District 

Pentecost Celebration at 

Drummondtown UMC, Accomac 

Á Mon., May 19, 7 pm, District 

Board of Laity meet at District 

UMC Office, Parksley 

 Tues., May 27, 8 am, Morning 

Prayer for Pastors, 

Drummondtown, Accomac 

 Sun., June 8, 3 pm, Orienta-

tion for Annual Conference at 

Historic Cokesbury Church  
May 15 

For more information  

go to our new district website at                      

www.easternshoredistrictumc.org 

mailto:esdsumc@verizon.net
http://www.vaumc.org/
http://www.easternshoredistrictumc.org/

