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New Pastors, Welcome to the Eastern Shore

Our Fall 2008 charge
conferences will look at
our gift and our
obligation of being a Sandra Benson  Ray McGarr Mina Sumpter Judy Worthington
disciple of Jesus Christ
in the United Methodist
Church. See page 2 Four new pastors were in the pulpits-of Eastern Shore United Methodist churches on
Sunday, July 6.

Sandra G. Benson from Eastville, licensed as a part-time local pastor at our recent
Annual Conference Session, is serving Oak Grove UMC on Seaside Road in Melfa.

In this Issue Former interim pastor, Darren Landon of Tangier was appointed to Floyd Parish on the
Roanoke District.

L. Raymond “Ray” McGarr from Shady Grove Charge on the Farmville District is
serving Epworth UMC on Seaside Road in Exmore. His predecessor, Elizabeth Freund
retired at the June Annual Conference Session. She and her husband Jerry are
residing in their home in Nassawadox.

Leemont Charge’s (Adams UMC and Metropolitan UMC) new pastor is Wilhelmina
“Mina” Sumpter who is a recent graduate from Wesley Theological Seminary in
Washington, DC. Gary Banks, the former pastor is pursuing chaplaincy in the military
and living in Hampton, VA.

Judith “Judy” G. Worthington comes to us from Washington Street UMC on the
Alexandria District where she served as an Associate Pastor. She is now the pastor of
Belle Haven and Bethel United Methodist churches. Former pastor Robert Schoeman
has been appointed to Brucetown Charge on the Winchester District.

Let us offer these four new pastors and their families radical hospitality in the name of
Jesus Christ!

We're Losing Teens. What can we do about it?

Your District Youth Ministry Committee needs to find out from your congregation ways in
which we can help reach the youth in our communities who are looking for a place to
belong. We also want to find ways to keep those youth who are a part of our church

v ) communities feeling like they belong. —see page 4
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Need Help
Navigating
Church Loans?

Your Virginia United
Methodist Credit Union
has been working with
churches for many years
and we understand how
involved your task may be.
We offer loans for:
Parsonages, New Church
Construction, Vans and
Buses, Lines of Credit and
Renovations and we will
consider any loan amount.
Visit us online at
WWW.VUMCcu.org or
contact our loan manager,
Mike Haydon, at 866-657-
0004 or email:

mhaydon@vumcu.org.

Spaghetti Dinner to
Benefit OOTB %
Summer Camps 2

~
Franktown UMC is hosting
a Spaghetti Dinner on
Wed., July 30, 6-9 pm.
Donations only. Dinner
will be served by 2-Week
Mission Campers. Is God
calling you to help a child
so they may have an
opportunity to experience
camp this summer? Thank
you for your support! For
more information, contact
Summer Camp Coord.
Michael Henry, Camp
Office @757-442-7836.

Picnic to Welcome New Pastors and Their Families

It's been an Eastern Shore tradition of our District Clergy Association to welcome our
new parsonage families with a picnic at Camp Occohannock. This year it will be held on
Saturday, August 9, beginning at 4 pm. All clergy and their families are encouraged to
attend. Please bring a side dish (salad, dessert or vegetable). Hotdogs, hamburgers
and beverages will be provided. Dress is casual. The food is good and the fellowship is
great! Each new pastor will be contacted by one of our clergy families to offer them a
ride. For more information, contact the District UMC Office at 757-665-6295.

All Things New Begins with Charge Conferences

This year, our charge conferences will look at our gift and our obligation of being a
disciple of Jesus Christ in the United Methodist Church. We will meet in charge/church
groupings that have similar size, settings and circumstances. Together, we will
celebrate the ministry of the past year and look forward to the new thing God is calling
forth in our midst. In preparation for the upcoming charge conferences, the district will
host a Charge Conference Orientation at Grace United Methodist Church on Tuesday,
August 5" at 7:30 pm. Every pastor, lay leader, Church Council Chair, nominated
Recording Secretary and any other interested persons should attend. Directly before
this meeting, at 7:00 pm at Grace UMC, the elected District Stewards of each church
and charge will meet to approve the District apportionments for 2009. May this be an
exciting fall to gather as the Body of Christ, alive in the world!

On a Mission for God

The District United Methodist Men (UMM)are alive & well! They have combined their
many career expertise, hobbies, etc. and are putting their talents to good use. The
UMM have started ministry outreach here on our own Eastern Shore. Our first project
was to paint one of our UM churches. All the exterior doors, windows & screens needed
to be scraped, primed & painted with two coats of finish. Also new screens were
needed to replace the old. This worthy job will be completed soon. On June 30 the
District UMM received an E-mail from one of our clergy that shared with us a need of a
local family for major Air Conditioning repair. There are three children in the family
including a “new preemie baby” and a father being treated for cancer. After going to
the home and seeing the need, the decision was made to hire a professional to make
the repairs. The District UMM's mission outreach is so new that there are zero funds in
the account. The decision was made to step out in faith trusting the Lord to

provide. Anyone wishing to make a donation to this account should send it to the
District UMM, c/o E.S. District UMC Office, P.O. Box 317, Parksley, VA 23421. Any
excess funds will be used for future projects and there will be many of those in the
future. This could be a good opportunity for any local church UMM's unit to take on a
worthy project. All efforts to assist will be greatly appreciated.

--Don Walters, District UMM Mission Outreach Coordinator (757-442-3618)

Lay Speakers’ Convocation-first time ever!

Mark your calendars for Sunday, August 10*", 3:30 PM, Melfa UMC. We plan to
worship and fellowship together and to celebrate the ministries of Lay Speakers on our
district. You'll have a chance to participate in small group discussions. Holy Communion
will be celebrated and refreshments served. Guest speaker will be former Conference
Director on Lay Speaking, Mr. Larry Dean. E.S. Lay Speakers, look for your invitation in
your mailbox soon! You can also go to www.easternshoredistrictumc.org for more
information. —Rev. Brenda Laws, District Director on Lay Speaking



http://www.vumcu.org/
mailto:mhaydon@vumcu.org
http://www.easternshoredistrictumc.org/
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Construction progress of
the Worship Center at
Camp Occohannock is
right on schedule.

Adams VBS
Teaches all
Generations!

Adams UMC, one of the
eight African American
congregations on the
Eastern Shore used the
multi-cultural Vacation
Bible School program
Awal k |t Out:
the Way of Je
Participants of all ages
were shown how
movement and methods of
marching, walking and
dancing were important in
gaining understanding,
making change and

moving forward in self, in
community and in God
during many important
times in history. Through
five lessons held July 23-
27, children, youth and
adults in five class age
sessions communicated
Godds tr apowef o
through old and new
songs, movement, food,
crafts, drama, story,
games, role-plays and
video. The youngest
participant was 10 months
old and the oldest 83 years
young. Monda
attendance was 35 and by
weekbds end we
Food was provided each
evening by Parks & Rec.
The Walk It Out program
continues throughout the
year with Praise Dance
Workshop and a T-Shirt
Workshops that leads up

to our Annual Youth Day
on August 17", This will

be a youth-led service in
our Fellowship Hall with
the youth giving the
message from the VBS
lessons. Everyone travels
to Ocean City by bus
following the service.

United Methodist Women News

The District UMW Annual Meeting will be held on September 20, 2008 at Onley United
Methodist Church. Registration will begin at 11:00 AM. A delicious Chicken Salad
luncheon will be served. The cost is $7.00. Addie Haynes, Conference UMW President will
be our guest speaker joined by Janice Webb, Conference UMW Vice President. An offering
will be collected for a special mission project. All members are invited! The unit with the
most members attending will be awarded its very own copy of The Virginia Originals, a
great booklet filled with inspirational readings, poems, and hymns. Anyone wishing to
have a personal copy of the book may purchase it at the Annual Meeting. The cost is
$12.00.

Attention All Presidents and Treasurers!

Please remember to pay your District Administrative Fee $3.00 per member. A check
payable to E.S. District UMW Treasurer is due immediately to cover postage, copies,
and other business related expenses.

September 10, 2008 - Reports on September 2007 - August 2008 Reading Program
and Mission Today Units and Candle Burning are due. Mission Today Units should
contact Annette Austin to give your report.

It is my prayer that we have a full slate of officers for 2009. If you, or someone you know
would be a good asset to the District Mission Team, please submit names to Peggy T.
Colone, Nominating Chair at 824-5504. Listed below are the job descriptions for the
vacant positions:

Area I Leader —Responsible for contacting unit presidents with information of
upcoming events and programs and communicating to host church number attending.
Serve on the Executive Committee.

Mission Coordinator for Education and Interpretation —(1) Promote and interpret the
work of the General Board of Global Ministries that the Women's Division supports (2)
Promote mission education opportunities such as the School of Christian Mission and
supply material resources (3) Serve as the contact person for local unit mission
coordinators for education and interpretation, provide resources, and conduct training
at least annually (6) Work with the Executive Committee to urge local and district
units to becom Mission Today units. (7) Serve on the Executive Committee
Communications Coordinator —(1) Provide training for local unit mission team to
develop skills and techniques in publicity (2) Establish contact with church and secular
press (3) Serve as editor or cooperate with editor of newsletter (4) Serve on the
Executive Committee

Mission Coordinator for Social Action —(1) Work with the Executive Committee to
select several priority issues on which to focus district prayer, study and action, taking
into consideration conference priorties (2) Coordinate public polity and legislative
activities of the district (3) Promote and interpret the biblical basis for social action
and the position of The United Methodist Church on social issues. (4) serve as the
contact person for local unit mission coordinators for social action, provide resources
and conduct training annually (5) Serve on the Executive Committee

Mission Coordiantor for Membership Nurture and Outreach —(1) Work with the
Executive Committee to determine needs of the membership and plan for the
organization of new local and district units. (2) Work with Executive Committee to
resource and nurture district units (3) Recommend ways for district members to
participate fully (4) Work with the Executive Committee to provide regular creative
fellowship activities for the committee (5) Serve as contact person for local unit
mission coordinators of membership nurture and outreach and conduct training
annually. Serve on the Executive Committee.

Enjoy the rest of the summer, and I look forward to seeing all of you at the Annual

Meeting in September. Blessings!

i Annette Austin, District UMW President
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Time: 10 afml pm

Sat., July 26, 2008
Drummondtown UMC
rummondtown
c, Virginia

. Peter Surran
480
ran@gmail.cor

by July 23rd

Who is invited? All pastos, parents,
youth, youth leaders and anyone who is
interested in youth ministry!

Reaching the youth on the Eastern Shore? It&
every congregationsoresponsibility to bein
relationship with young people.

A Gathering to Focus Ol
Ministering to Our Yout

Come to: Many of you have just come back from
- Network with one another Annual Conference, where our theme,
- Vision together 0, A060 ' AO " OI xEl G4

was emphasized through daily worship
~Share goals ATA OEA %@Pi 50 EAID
- Pray for our young people | OEAOO AOOAT AAA OEA
4 0AET EI Co6 x1 OEOET PO
What to bring? WiIIiams.. .Some church es have a st.rong
. youth ministry, while others are looking
-Your ideas for help. Everyone has something to
- Baglunch (drinks and share. In this time together, we will seek
snacks, provided) ways to minister to our young people.
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-from our District Superintendent

August 2008
Dear Friends,

When David and I were married, we used the text from Isaiah 43:18-19 in our
wedding ceremony. “Do not remember the former things nor consider the things of
ol d. Behol d, I am doing a new thing, now if sj
had been single for all my life, 39 years, when we were married. My husband had been
married for 29 years before his first wife died of cancer. Truly God was doing a new
thing in our lives. The first couple of months of our marriage were not easy for me
since I was used to living alone and doing my own thing. Likewise, David had his grief
and his children and a new wife to deal with. In that time, we literally experienced God
melting and molding us which was quite painful at times. But with God’s loving grace,
God did a new thing in me and in us so that David and I are truly blessed in our
marriage.

Is your church listening, praying and anticipating God’s new thing in your midst or
is your church still remembering the past, the things of old? As I mentioned above,
new things are not easy. Often, God’s new thing in the church and in the world
requires that God do a new thing in us first- personally and spiritually. It often
requires that God melt us and mold us into a new creation which pulls and stretches us
in places we would prefer to stay the same. But God is doing a new thing...do you not
perceive it? Will we open our lives and our churches for it to happen?

Our Conference presented All Things New to us in Roanoke. All Things New is a
program to create a culture of fruitfulness and harvest. It is a program that asks us to
multiply and share the gifts God has given us rather than sit on them and save them
for ourselves. This program will require prayer, transformation, and God melting and
molding us into the Body of Christ. Jesus calls us to welcome the stranger, to reconcile
with each other, to pray without ceasing, to make disciples of Jesus Christ, to seek
justice and to walk humbly with our God. It is not going to be easy, change never is.
Just as Abraham and Sarah packed up everything to go where God would lead them,
not knowing their destination, we too must trust God to show us the way. Like
Abraham and Sarah, if we will follow God’s lead, we too will be blessed to be a blessing
to others.

So Eastern Shore United Methodists, will we follow God’s leading? Will we allow
God to melt us and mold us into the new creation God is calling forth in us this day?
Will we let God do a new thing in our churches, not remembering the former things of
old, but looking ahead expectantly for God’s new thing to happen in our midst? Will we
pray for God to make all things new in us? If we will perceive God’s new thing in our
midst, we will be blessed to be a blessing to the Shore and to the world!

I wish you... Grace upon Grace,

Tammy Estep

Hospitality Begins at the Curb!

Creating a welcoming and hospitable climate begins at the curb and continues into the
heart of the congregation. The ministry of welcoming is not the responsibility of a few
people or a committee. It is the responsibility of the entire church family. In a
welcoming and hospitable church, the following “bare minimums” are firmly in place:
(1) Greeters have the special ability to make everyone feel welcome and appreciated.
They are the front line for welcoming God’s guests. (2) Ushers are our hosts. They
make sure guests and members are seated comfortably. (3) The congregation engages
people they don’t know in conversation, even if those people are members. (4) The
pastor or core leadership team creates a worship atmosphere that exudes the
excitement of having a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. They make it a point to
greet members and newcomers after the service. —-for more information on “Welcoming
and Hospitality Ministry”“go to www.ignitingministry.com

District Superintendent

Tammy L. Estep

Youth Ministry
Video Clips
Available @
Website

Many people who
attended this year's
Annual Conference
sessionhave asked

for copies of the Youth
Ministry video clips that
were shown during
Annual Conference.
These video clips,
produced by Pheath
Ram, Conference
Videographer, feature 10
exciting youth and young
adult ministries that are
currently reaching out to
young people in the
Virginia Conference.
Pheath has uploadedthe
videos to the Internet
site, GodTube. You can
access them throughthe
Virginia Conference Web
site -- www.vaumc.org.
Just click on "2008
Annual Conference
Information" and you
will see a list of the Youth
Videos. Or, you can go
directly to
www.Godtube.com and
do a search for
vaumcommunications.
All of the videos should
be there.



http://www.ignitingministry.com/
http://www.vaumc.org/
http://www.godtube.com/
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Check out the 2008
District Calendar "

Looking for highlights of 2008

District Calendar

e Tues., July 22, 8 am, Morning
Prayer for Pastors at Wattsville UMC

e Sat., July 26, District UMM
sponsored Shorebird game contact
Henry Cathey at 757-336-3179

e Sat., July 26, 10-1 pm Gathering to
Focus on Ministering to our Youth @
Drummondtown UMC, Accomac

e Sun., July 27, 7 pm, Prayer Service
@ Bloxom UMC

Annual Conference Session?

¢ Wed., July 30, 7 pm, District
Go to www.vaumc.org

Committee on Nominations @ District
UMC Office, Parksley

e Mon.,Aug. 4, 7 pm, District
Committee on Lay Speaking @
District UMC Office, Parksley

e Tues., Aug. 5, 8 am, Morning Prayer

N for Pastors @ Franktown UMC
-eaSternS 0 - e Tues., Aug. 5, 7 pm, District
. - Stewards Session @ Grace UMC
trictut e Tues., Aug. 5, 7:30 pm, Orientation
R : Session for Charge Conferences @
EE—— Grace UMC, Parksley

e Sun., Aug. 10, 3:30 pm, Lay
Speakers’ Convoca. @ Melfa UMC

e Thurs., Aug. 14, 7 pm, OOTB
Execu. Committee @ Onley UMC

e Mon., Aug. 18, 7 pm, Board of Laity
meeting @ District UMC Office

e Tues., Aug. 19, 8 am, Morning
Prayer for Pastors @ Adams UMC

e Thurs., Aug. 21, 7 pm, Agape CCCC
Bd. @ Center, Horntown

Sept. 15 « Thurs., Aug 28, 7 pm, District

Disaster Response Team @ TBA

RELIEVE EDITORIAL STRESS:

TURN IN
YOUR ARTICLES

REMINDER:

DEADLINE FOR
NEWSLETTER

ARTICGLES 18

Tues., Sept. 2, 8 am, Morning
Prayer for Pastors @ Trinity UMC
Tues., Sept. 2, 7 pm, Committee
on Superintendency meeting @
District UMC Office, Parksley

Wed., Sept. 10, 9:30 am, Fall
Guild Coffee/Mtg. @ Hermitage
Thurs., Sept. 11, 7 pm, O0TB
Executive Committee @ Onley UMC
Thurs., Sept. 18, 7 pm, Agape
CCCC Board meeting @ the Center
Sept.19-21, BSA Camporee @OOTB
Sat., Sept. 20, 11:30 am, UMW
annual meeting @ Onley UMC
Tues., Sept. 23, 8 am, Morning
Prayer for Pastors @

Drummondtown UMC, Accomac
Thurs. Sept. 25, 7 pm, Disaster
Response Team Meeting @ TBA

Fri., Sept. 26, 9-12 n, Farmers
Mkt. & Bake Sale @ Hermitage
Thurs., Sat., Sept. 25-27, School
of Lay Speaking Ministries @ Market
Street UMC, Onancock

Mon., Sept. 29, 7 pm, Cheriton and
Cape Charles-Capeville Charge
Conferences @ Trinity UMC, Cape Ch
Tues., Sept. 30, 7 pm, Pittsville-
Pocomoke-Wattsville and Sanford-
Saxis Charge Conferences @
Wattsville UMC

Nov. 13-15 African-American
Transformation Celebration @ St. Joh
UMC, Atlantic. Early registration $30
after Aug. 1, $50 per person. Contac
Rev. Gary Miller at 757-824-6241

The Eastern Shore District of

THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
18291 Jones Ave.

P.O. Box 317

Parksley, VA 23421

Tammy L. Estep, District Superintendent

Barbara Mason, District Lay Leader

Connie M. Owens, District Administrative Assistant
Office Hours: 8:30-4:30, Monday-Thursday
Phone: 757-665-6295

E-mail: <esdsumc@verizon.net>

Website: <www.easternshoredistrictumc.org>
Virginia Conference website: <www.vaumc.org>

iwWe envisionalthu
Godds people are
nurtured and transformed to be

Christ to others
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