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Conference, District, and Local Organization Mission
Teams, and all members and special guests, I wish to thank
each of you for your attendance and support at our 39™ An-
nual Meeting. Those of you who were not able to attend, I
hope you will make a special effort to attend next time. We
missed you. It is time to evaluate where we are
in relationship to where we want to be at this time in fulfill-
ing our Purpose of United Methodist Women. We have
served most of the 2011 annual cycle of UMW events. Have
we grown spiritually; have we become more effective lead-
ers; are we educating ourselves on social action issues, on Christian mission, on racial
justice, and legislative concerns? I hope on all levels the answer is yes. Paraphrased
from 2Peter 1:5-7, Peter tells us to support our faith with: goodness, knowledge, self-
control, endurance, godliness, mutual affection, and love. He explains, “If these things
are yours and increasing among you, they keep you from being ineffective and un-
fruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Have you met your Pledge to Mission? You still have the fourth quarterly re-
port to go—time for another project to help you go over the top, to help the Virginia
Conference UMW meet the $760,000 Pledge to Mission for the year 2011. Remember
the only things that count toward the $760,000 Pledge to Mission are the Pledges you

send in, your Gifts to Mission, Gifts in Memory, Special Mis-
sion Recognition, World Thank Offerings, and Candle Burn-
ing Programs. Have you done all these? Have you sponsored a
special fund raiser to boost your Gifts to Mission. Remember

al when we fail to reach our Pledge, we fail women, children,
and youth that desperately need our help. What would Jesus
do? I believe we know the answer.



Page 2

VIRGINIA CONFERENCE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
NEWSLETTER THE LINK

DoN't
FORGET VIRGINIA CONFERENCE
" THE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
% a6 OFFICERS 2012
ﬂ 2 President — Olivia Hinton 245 Cypress Circle, Portsmouth
d JJﬂz\/ VA 23701 e-mail: libbysmule@aol.com  (757)488-1031
* M Vice President — Ruby Lee Anderson 100 Hume Stone
Mr&\ Drive, Alberta VA 23821 e-mail: rubyleca@aol.com (434)

T— 949-7979

Secretary — Jean Swann 9011 Dorothy Lane, Mechanicsville
VA 23116 e-mail: jmswann@msn.com (804)730-0680

Treasurer — Geraldine Sanderson 81 Angola Road, Farmville VA 23901
e-mail:geraldines(@starband.net (434)392-4402

Mission Coordinators for:

Spiritual Growth —Mary Jane Rawley 4703 Spring Creek Road, Bridgewater VA 22812
e-mail: dwrawley@msn.com (540)828-2436

Education & Interpretation — Ann Klotz 830 Dexter Road, Roanoke, VA 24019
e-mail:jasncS@gmail.com (540)366-6872

Social Action- Linda Porter 2808 McLeod Road, Richmond, VA 23224-5928

e-mail: Ipfromnc@msn.com (804)674-5220

Membership Nurture & Outreach — Sue Boltz 6901 Stoneybrooke Lane., Alexandria, VA
22306-7499 e-mail: sboltzMNO@gmail.com (703)768-7499

Secretary of Program Resources — Gail Sutcliffe 3269 Corcyra Ct Woodbridge,VA22192
e-mail: Gfvs43(@aol.com (703)490-3381

Communication Coordinator — Joann McClung 1619 Linden Ave.
Chesapeake, VA 23325

e-mail: joannmeclung@cox.net (757)420-9022

Chair, Committee on Nominations (Class of 2013) — Lillian B. Sloane
468 Acton St., Front Royal, VA 22630-2102

e-mail: Isloane@centurylink.net (540)635-2623

Appointed Members (voice and vote)

Hispanic Coordinator- Vacant
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Committee on Nominations (No voice No vote)

Class of 2015 - Jessie Swann 9011 Dorothy Lane, Mechanicsville, VA 23116
e-mail: jlswann7@msn.com (804)730)-0680

Class of 2012 - Christine Cole 521 Lawyer Rd. Penn Laird, VA 22846-9712
e-mail: criscole(@ntelos.net (540)2 89-5182

Class of 2012 — Pat Owens 5005 Young St. Virginia Beach, VA23455
e-mail: patowens2(@cox.net (757)464-5565

Class of 2013 — Joyce McKay 419 Mosby Lane Winchester, VA 22601
e-mail: joyce.mckay@yahoo.com (540)662-9248

Class of 2014 — Annette Austin 1600 Cedar St, Pocomoke City, MD 21851
e-mail: anaustin@comecast.net (410)957-0059

Class of 2014 — Ruth Wilkinson 4209 West End Drive, Richmond, VA 23294
e-mail: cusmile2day@hotmail.com (804)747-6493

Charter for Racial Justice Committee

Class of 2014 Luz de Tablan 206 Rose Hill Circle, Staunton, VA 24401
e-mail:_detablan@gmail.com (540)885-7406

BUS TRIP TO BIRMINGHAM

Southeast Jurisdictional Meeting is June 1-2, 2012. Virginia Conference UMW will
have a bus going and everyone is invited to join us. We have two options to consider, each
option starts in Hampton on May 31, picks up in Richmond, Staunton, and Roanoke, and
travel to Sevierville, Tennessee. We will check into a hotel, enjoy dinner and a show in Pi-
geon Forge and continue on to Birmingham the next day. After a city tour, lunch and visit to
Civil Rights Museum we will check into the hotel and attend Conference.

At this point we have the options: (1) to travel to Atlanta, GA (2.5 hours away) and
spend two days on a city tour, travel to Asheville, NC and visit Biltmore and Brooks-Howell
Home, dinner and overnight. Returning to Virginia on June 6; or (2) Travel from Birming-
ham to Asheville, NC, visit Biltmore and Brooks-Howell Home, spend night and return to Vir-
ginia on June 4.

Contact Joyce Winston, buckrow(@aol.com, or (757)851-6897, to put your name on the
list FOR INFORMATION ONLY - no commitment yet.

SEJ HERE WE COME!
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UNITED METHODIST DAY
AT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

20 YEARS OF FAITH & JUSTICE

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2012

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA
Presented by
THE BOARD OF CHURCH & SOCIETY &

THE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN OF THE VIRCGINIA CONFERENCE

e invite you 0 join uf af we
celebrate our 20th  United
Methodist Day at the General

Assemnbly. This i Our OppOrtunity tO
help faith communities become empow- S
ered tO Serve as missionaries of justice, as
well as the more traditional missionaries
of mercy. B
United Methodist Day and other awvenues
faithful advocacy help us to look beyond mercy
ministry 10 ask: "What caused this problem?
What causes hunger? Unemployment? Powerby?
Inadequate health care? CGlobal warming®™ By
joining together and establishing relationships
with Our elected Officials, we empOwer members
of our congregations to wonder, “"How can |
make a difference? How can | be a G0o0d Samari-
tan in cur world to its fullest sense?”
] This ewvent giveds cOngrefa-
" tions a wehicle for reaching be-
yond themselves and introduces
| them to the Sodal Princples of
The United Methodist Church in
= a meaningful way.

Schedule of Events

T:00 a.m. Gather at Bon Air UMC
for Registration & Breakfast

8:00 a.m. Trawvel together t0 General Assembly
& Capitol Square

8:30 a.m. Attend committee hearings and meet
with legislators. *
(Capitod tours will e ovarleble)

11:20 a.m. Cathering in Capitol
for large group achivity

Moon Joint Session of House & Senate
Resolution honoring Bishop

Kammerer

12:45 p.m. Returmn o Bon Air for lunch,
discussion & speakers, including
Bishop Kammerer & Rew. Jim
Winkler, General Secretary of the
UM Board of Church & Society

2:30 pm. Adjourn

* Contact your Legislotors” Bichmond offices in advance to set
Lp an Sppeeintmend.

“The church should continually exert a strong ethical influence upon
the state, supporting policies and programs deemed to be just
and opposing policies and programs that are unjust.”

Social Principles of The United Methodist Church, 2009-2012

AVAIBLE ON VA CONFERENCT UMW WEB PAGE
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« Important Information "

n | We strongly recommend using Online Registration! Visit the conference website (www.vaumc.org) to reg- u
nister and pay online. i

EE "] Early bird registration and payment of $20 per person must be received by Friday, January 20, 2012. After
» that date, registration will be $30 and no refunds will be available. i

Ei "1 Our host church is Bon Air UMC, 1645 Bu-ford Road, Richmond. Breakfast will be pro-vided by the Bon
« Air United Methodist Men. "

Ei '] When registering, please provide an email address. We will email links to maps and directions as well as ~ =»
» information about the Virginia General Assembly and faithful advocacy. This information is also available on
» the conference web site. We will not be mailing registration confirmations this year to reduce costs and "
usave paper. r

a [ As in the past, your registration includes a delicious Boxed Lunch. You will select your lunch at UM Day, "
wand the selections will be very similar to those in the past—sandwich, salad, and vegetarian options. n

Ei 1 Since we have limited time at the General As-assembly, we want you to be prepared to make the most of your EE
" morning there. Be sure to view this video on how to advocate: www.youtube.com/watch?v=b2EULIeHq9w. "

EE How Do I Register? We encourage you to register online at the Virginia Conference website. The $20 early |,
w bird price is available until Friday, January 20, 2012; the registration price increases to $30 on January 21. Reg-
Ei istration includes information packet, hot breakfast, snack, lunch, parking, transportation to the Capitol grounds,
" and afternoon speakers. You may also complete the registration form and mail it to the address below. Make "
. checks payable to Virginia United Methodist Conference. Jennifer Kennedy 12945 Crescent Park Drive #303, .
Ei Midlothian, VA 23114 n

EE Group Registration -If you are registering as a group, mail one check together with a completed registration EE
" form for each person. Questions may be directed to Natalie May at nbmay@verizon.net or (804) 320-8524. "

Ei Hotel Reservations -Rooms for February 1 are available at the Hyatt Place Richmond/Arboretum Hotel, 201 ;,
a Arboretum Place, Richmond, 23236, near Bon Air UMC. Rooms for our event are available for $79/night. Call
Ei (804) 560-1566 to make your reservation and mention “United Methodist Day” to receive this special room rate. v
" The deadline for hotel reservations is Friday, January 13. "

" 2012 UM DAY REGISTRATION n

n
n type or print neatly. List your name as you would like it to appear on your nametag. n

uw Name: y
Ei Address: "
" Email: Age: [ 121 & under [ 146 - 55
w[122-35[]56-65
» Phone: [136-45[] over 65 "
Ei Church: | am (check all that apply): Ei
w[1UMW [] UMM
District: [ 1 BCS Member [ ] Other "

i Is this your first time attending UM Day? Y / N "
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VIRGINIA CONFERENCE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Volunteer In Mission Team to
MOZAMBIQUE

Purpose of the trip is to meet with women of the Women’s Society of Mozambique and to work together with
them on some of their projects within Mozambique.

PROPOSED DATES: June 28 — July 15,2012* COST: $3,500*%* DEPOSIT: $300.00 with application***

Departure date for Mozambique may change to June 29. Airline and planes have not been confirmed and we
wish to spend two Sundays in Mozambique.

**Cost may change depending on airfares (may go either up or down).
***Make checks to VA Conference UMW

The team will consist of 13 United Methodist Women of the Virginia Conference.

Team Leaders: Suzanne (Sue) Boltz phone: 703-768-7499 (home) 703-568-7553 (cell)
email: sboltzmno@gmail.com
6901 Stoneybrooke Lane, Alexandria, VA 22306
And
Christine (Chris) Cole - phone: 540-289-5182 (home) email: criscole@intelos.net

NAME: HOME PHONE:
MAILING ADDRESS: WORK PHONE:
CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE CELL PHONE:
PASSPORT NO. Date of Issue Place of Issue:
AGE: Languages Spoken:

Mission Experience:

Name of Church Pastor

Church Address and Telephone No.

Local Unit President President’s Telephone No.

More information will be requested once you have been accepted as part of the team.
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National Seminar August 2011
Birmingham, Alabama

It was my honor to represent the Virginia Conference UMW at the National CM} 5‘5 v
Seminar related to Social Justice. This year’s theme was Mission: Reconciliation: these tn heed
Restoring Justice, Building Community. The Women’s Division Social Action is-
sues are Climate Change, Human Trafficking, Domestic Violence and Immigration. ™
I felt the goal of the seminar was to give us the opportunity to use the concept of |
reconciliation in the work for justice. We used the 4 Women’s Division issues as
examples of how we can use the concepts of reconciliation. It doesn’t matter what
social issue one is concerned about the process can be the same.

Our days included Bible Study, Big Group sessions, Issue Group activities,
skill Building workshops, Worship and Circle reflection groups. Meals were provided which allowed for
time of connecting with other United Methodist Women. They also used the meals to promote how to use
local foods so we had A Lot of Asparagus!!!

Worship was led by Dr. Ada Maria Isasi-Diaz. She was born in Cuba and came to the US in 1960.
She currently is a Professor of Christian Social Ethics and Theology Emerita at the Theological School of
Drew University. The theme was Reconciliation is the face of justice in the 21* century. The practices of
Jesus and his disciples were the practices of reconciliation: healing and exorcism, teaching, forgiving and
table fellowship. Her big question to us was: “Are we admirers of Jesus or are we disciples of Jesus? If we
are disciples of Jesus what is it that we do that certifies that we are indeed his disciples?”. Other messages
included “As disciples of Jesus we are not to slavishly imitate Jesus but to faithfully and creatively live his
values according to the needs of our time”. “The task of Jesus was to establish the kin-dom of God. He
taught us what values to have, how to live in order to be part of the family of God. These values are listed in
Luke 7:18-23 and in the Beatitudes. The parables are stories to make these values concrete. Of particular
importance is Matt.:25:31-46.

Although none of the issue groups were the civil right movement, one cannot be in Birmingham
without being aware of the social injustices that continue today in the area. The entire group of UMW vis-
ited the Civil Rights Institute. It was one of the most moving experiences for many of us.

I was assigned the Climate Change issue group. In our Big group session, we were given exercises
to assist us in examining the issue and we applied these exercises to our issue and how it applies to the city
of Birmingham and state of Alabama, The beginning exercise is too difficult for me to explain without a
demonstration, but involves a lot of free flow of ideas and thoughts. Ex: Increase in hot weather means one
needs to use their air conditioner more. If you are low income, you can’t afford air conditioning so you sit
outside on the porch. Your neighbors are outside too...everyone is hot and cranky. Someone starts fighting
and gets arrested. Since they can’t work because they are in jail...the family income decreases even
more...they now can’t afford their medicines, so stop medicines which contributes to another problem.

This exercise demonstrated to us how many issue can be broken down into the same root causes ideology,
economy, political & legal systems, in society.

On our site visit morning we took a turn of Pratt City, a poor community that was leveled by a Tor-
nado last April, Southern Environmental Center at the UM College and McCoy Adult Day Care Center. We
heard from several speakers on issues affecting Birmingham: inadequate public transportation, air pollution
and its effect on water and health of residents. As part of our Public Witness/Action activity, we partici-
pated in a rally in the park where we made placards and marched to the streets and placed our signs on one
of the city’s trolleys.

(cont’d on next page)
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(cont’d from previous page)

We were provided with a booklet called: Ubuntu:Day of Service. Ubuntu is a Zulu word and con-
cept that captures the concept “I am human because you are human.” It recognizes that everyone is part of a
community and focuses on the importance of being in relationship with our neighbors. This relationship
requires that we be in mission with them instead of being in mission to them. This booklet is available from
Women’s Division and gives tips on how to work with your community to identify an issue analyze it and
then plan how it will be addressed.

I am sorry I am missing this Annual Meeting but look forward to discussing the National Seminar
and what I gained from attending at a later date.

Jessie Swann, Past Ashland District President

—

The United Methodist Women

United Sam ipti i

) pler Subscription is even
Methodist more convenient than ever! Your
Women

yearly UMW Sampler Subscription
will include:

- Spiritual Growth Study
» Mission Study
» Program Book

FAITH - HOPE - LOVE IN ACTION

UMW Sampler
Subscription

» Prayer Calendar
» Date Book

» Updated Women'’s Division
literature and resources
as available

Please sign me up for the UMW Sampler Subscription, at the cost of $35 per year:

Name:

Shipping Address:

City

State: Zip+4:

Phone:

e-mail:

| am enclosing $ 35.00 per subscription by:
O Check enclosed  #

Credit Card #

OR Charge to:

O MasterCard O Visa

Exp

Signature:

CC Billing Address:

City:

State.____ Zip+4:

MAIL TO: Mission Resources Center, 1221 Profit Dr., Dallas, TX 75247-3919
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VA Conference United Methodist Women

w
THE PURPOSE OF MISSION TODAY IS TO fulfill the PURPOSE of
UMW by: - Energizing United Methodist Women to be more involved in
: mission through prayer, study and action; - Increasing contacts between
All Things o units and mission personnel and projects; - Encouraging use of mission
New in . . .. . . . . .
Qh“s*i" resources; and - Expanding concepts of mission including social justice as

mission

Becoming a Mission Today Unit is a way to increase emphasis on
what United Methodist Women have been doing for more than a century: turning faith,
hope and love into action on behalf of women, children and youth around the world.

Period covered in this report: September 1, 2011- August 31, 2012

How to become a Mission Today Unit:
All units must complete item # 1. The number of additional items required is then dependent

on the size of your unit.
( ) A MISSION TODAY UNIT: includes eight additional items, including four (*) items, or,

for Units with 15 or fewer members, a minimum of four other items, including two (*) items.
( ) A MISSION TODAY SILVER UNIT: 13 additional items, including at least six (*) items.
( ) A MISSION TODAY GOLD UNIT: 20 additional items, including at least twelve (*) items.

(*) 1.THE UNIT WILL MAKE AND MEET ITS PLEDGE TO MISSION. (Must be completed)
(*) 2. At least two members, other than a District or Conference Officer, attend the District or
Conference Annual Meeting.

(*) 3. At least one member, (other than a District or Conference officer that has their way paid by Dis-
trict or Conference), attend the Conference Spiritual Life Retreat or the District Spiritual Life
Event. (If a District or Conference officer goes to the Spiritual Life retreat paying their own
way, they may count themselves as going representing their unit.)

(*) 4. Have at least one member, other than a District or Conference officer, attend the Conference
School of Christian Mission, or a District Mission Celebration/Mission School event.

(*) 5. Sponsor a young woman to attend the Conference or a District Young Women’s Event. Name of
event attendee:

(*) 6. Use the Prayer Calendar at each Unit Meeting to pray for mission workers and mission projects
for women, children, and youth.

(*) 7. Use at least two programs from the UMW Program Book during the year. Which ones:

(*) 8. Each Unit, Circle, or Subgroup include a “response Moment” where an item from response
magazine is lifted up as a way to tell a mission story.

(*) 9. The Unit, Circle, Subgroup, have at least one mission study from the School of
Christian Mission during the year. Which one:

(*) 10. Include having the UMW Purpose at every meeting.
(*) 11. Qualify as a Five- or Six-Star Unit by contributing to five or six Channels of Mission Giving.
(*) 12. Increase the local unit Pledge to Mission for the coming year.
(*) 13. Invite a District or Conference Officer, other than a unit member, to one of your
Unit meetings during the year and/or United Methodist Women’s Sunday.



(*) 14. Select a mission Broject which is supported b}{ funds from Women’s Division (Wesley Community Service
Centeg, or the 2012 Ministry Grants of VA (listed in the conference yearbook) and visit and/or contribute
needed resources. Name of the project:

(*) 15. Add at least two new members to the roll, or one new member for Units with 15 or

fewer members.
(*) 16. Have at least two members who subscribe to response magazine.
(*) 17. At least two members participate in the Reading Program and complete Plan 1.
(*) 18. Implement the Charter for Racial Justice Policies in one way during the year. Some
ideas include: - have two or more members attend a District Charter for Racial Justice Program/Workshop
- Have members read books and articles about other races and cultures; give report to unit.
- Plan a joint unit meeting with a unit of a different racial/ethnic background.
- Hold a joint Vacation Bible School with a church of a different racial/ethnic background.
- Encourage your church to support a refugee family.

- Write to elected representatives to support legislation affecting issues such as immigration, affirmative ac-
tion, programs serving a low-income population, civil rights, etc.

Describe what you did

() 19. One or more members participate in hands-on mission such as gleaning, working in a
food pantry or clothes closet, bagging potatoes, etc.
Describe what you did:
() 20. Have “Green Meetings” or make some other special effort toward saving God’s earth
(i.e. recycling, using glasses instead of disposable cups, etc.) Describe what you did:

() 21. Participate in the Campaign for Children (Children’s Sabbath Service, support
public education, etc.). Some ideas for action:
- Help sponsor a church or community program for children or youth needs.
- Get involved with children in mentoring or tutoring programs.
- Visit and show support to your local schools, (attend school board meetings, sponsor
a class, provide funds or items of special need)
- Write congressional representatives regarding children’s issues.
Describe what you did
( ) 22. Have at least one member attend the United Methodist Day at the Virginia General Assembly.
( ) 23. Have at least one member attend UMW Day at Ferrum College.
( ) 24. Provide at least ten UMCOR kits and funds for shipping for the VA Annual Conference.
( ) 25. Members shall write at least once a year to five mission workers listed in the
Prayer Calendar

() 26. Have at least one person join the UMW’s Action Network to receive and respond to legislative information.
The on-line registration can be found at: http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/act/network/

UNIT/CHURCH

Number of members in your unit

President/Contact Person

Phone E-mail

Mail to <Your District UMW Mission E&I>
by: <date set by your district, or by September 1, 2012>.

Form may be found on UMW web page at vaumc.org


http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/act/network/
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Ruby Lee Anderson—Vice President

As year’s end approaches and there are so many calls on our

time and efforts, let’s take some time for remembering. In

2012 we will celebrate the 40™ anniversary of the VA Confer-

ence UMW. Also in 2012 we are called on to “WALK IN

WHOLENESS”. As we walk forward, let’s remember some of

the UMW missions of the last forty years. Gather a history of

the ways your unit has served our UMW PURPOSE and write =%

them down. We would like to hear the mission works that you remember as most sig-
nificant in your unit. In what ways have you been privileged to make life better for
women, youth and children around the world? How have you been able to carry the
story of the risen Christ to the lost?

Are there UMW programs that have helped interpret missions to you?

Are there UMW events that stand our in your memory, such as School of Christian
Mission studies, teachers, speakers at UMW events? Are there other things you re-
member that praise God? Please begin gathering these memories and send them to us
so we may use some of them at the 40™ Annual Meeting in October 2012.

God loves you for all you do in His name, Rubyleca@aol.com

(cont’d from next page)

in July. You can look forward to some exciting changes in format, wonderful teachers, good fel-
lowship, and a lot of learning. The courses will be: Immigration in the Bible*

* (Bible study), Poverty (issues study) and Haiti (geographical study). (*You might note that this
Bible study topic was previously announced for 2013. Living Sacramentally and Walking Justly
wasn’t going to be ready for 2012, and Immigration was, so the years the topics are studied have
been switched.)

Let your work on behalf of women, children, and youth give glory to God!
Keep growing in Faith, Hope and Love!

Ann Klotz

jasncS@gmail.com (540) 366-6872
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Ann Klotz - Education & Interpretation

Mission Education and Interpretation: by Ann Klotz

At UMW Annual Meeting, districts were recognized for the percent participation their units have in being
Mission Today units. The 2008-2012 UMW Handbook sets the goal of 75% participation by 2012. Winchester
and Harrisonburg Districts achieved over 75% Mission Today participation, and I know that many other districts
can do the same in 2012.

Did your unit complete enough items to be a Mission Today unit? (The Mission Today form is in this issue
of the LINK, and on the UMW website http://vaumw.org/mission-today/ ) This is the time of year for goal setting
(see the January 2012 program in the Walking With Wholeness Program Book). It is time to make a plan for what
you can do to better fulfill the PURPOSE of United Methodist Women.

Here are some ideas:

- Your unit (or individuals) can subscribe to the UMW Sampler. For only $35 per year, you receive the Program
Book, Prayer Calendar, Date Book, Spiritual Growth and Mission Study books, and any updated Women’s Divi-
sion literature. You get the materials in a timely manner instead of having to pay individual postage or wait to pur-
chase them at a district meeting. Call Mission Resource Center: 800-305-9857.

- do you find your circle meeting “too long” to include a “response moment”? Assign someone each month to read
the current issue and “report” by e-mail before the circle, reviewing an article or sharing an idea that the group
might like to incorporate (copies of the e-mail can be printed for those that don’t use e-mail).

- Promote the Reading Program by including book reviews in your church newsletter. One of the great joys of

reading is being able to share ideas from what you’ve read. Many have found that sharing Reading Program books
is a great way to invite new members. Don’t forget your local library as a source for some of the Reading Program
books.

- One of the ways to make mission alive is “hands on mission”. Whatever project(s) your units undertake, remem-
ber to always be inviting and inclusive of women of all ages, in and outside of your church; this is another good
way to reach new members.

As you send in your Mission Today forms to your District Education and Interpretation coordinators, items
18, 19, 20 and 21 are all “tell what you did” items. It would be good to share and cele-
brate the variety of these projects with each other at District meetings, in newsletters,
with posters, pictures, articles and lists. Let others know what works for you! I've seen
Virginia Conference “bright lights” in two recent response magazines, maybe your unit
will be next!

The 2012 Prayer Calendar has wonderful new features: a Table of Contents,
numbered pages, Introductory Notes, the list of almost 100 National Institutions, selected
prayers by Dr. Glory Dharmaraj. I use the Prayer Calendar in my personal devotions,
and I hope that you find it valuable as well. There is plenty of space to write your own
prayer concerns (and answers!) and the names of those you want to remember in your
family, unit, church and mission team.

Now is also the time to begin to promote, invite, encourage, and set aside funds
for those that will attend the 2012 School of Christian Mission in Blackstone

(continued on previous page)
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Mary Jane Rawley—SPIRITUAL GROWTH

May 2012 Spiritual Life Retreat

It was wonderful to see everyone at Annual Meeting and I look for-
ward to seeing you again at the Spiritual Life Retreat in May.

Please put on your calendar the Spiritual Life Retreat for 2012. The L ’
Rev. Dr. Deborah Fair will be leading our May 4-6, 2012 Spiritual |}
Life Retreat on the theme "Near to the Heart of God: Images of
Spirituality from Holy Women of the Middle Ages".

During the upcoming Thanksgiving and Christmas holiday, I give
thanks for each of you as you do God's work through United Methodist Women.

Gail Sutcliffe—PROGRAM RESOURCES

New exciting books in the 2012 year list. Get started now and read books from 2008 —
2012.

NOTE: Changes is the Reading Program Plans. With the addition of the Leadership
Development category, in Plan I — you must now read S books (instead of the past 4
books), one from each of the five (5) categories (Social Action, Nurturing for Commu-
nity, Spiritual Growth, Education for Mission and Leadership Development). It also
changes Plan II, Plan III and Plan IV respectively to reflect the five (5) categories.
Please be aware of this change when you fill out the forms for reporting at end of the
year.

Sampler Mailings are available from the Resource Center for $35; included in the Sampler Mailing will be:
Prayer Calendar, Program Book, Spiritual Growth Study Book, Mission Study Books, yearly Date Book and
copies of all the new flyers, book marks and other miscellaneous materials. 1 encourage each unit to order one of
these to have the most up-to-date information available to you. It is the least expensive way to receive all of
these materials. A form is available in this newsletter.

The Lending Library is still a busy activity. I make at least two trips a week to the post office with about 60 cur-
rent users. Some ladies read just for themselves and others order books for their units/circles/groups. Reading a
book and then discussing it with the other women who have also read it is a great way to encourage more folks to
read. A few of the books encourage study groups with questions in the back. Think about it! I have brought
UMW books into my Sunday School class for a study. It is one way to get more people involved in the reading
program. Remember — you can read the children’s books to Sunday School classes and count all the children in
the Reading Program count. It encourages them to become readers in the future. Can you think of more ways to
encourage reading ?
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Geraldine Sanderson - TREASURER

for your records.

“You will .. give birth
to a son, and

Iou are to

Jive him

the name

N

1

I am excited about being a part of the Virginia Conference United
Methodist Women especially after attend the Annual Meeting on October 29
-30. I could feel the excitement with all those in attendance!! As your treas-
urer [ had a big job to fulfill at this meeting, a lot of work before attend-
ing. I have some money total that I think you will be interested in having

Offering for "Mission Giving" - Saturday - $2,383.92
Offering for "Mission Giving" - Sunday - $ 797,00

b
!

)ﬂ
'L] Sale of shirts and etc. - $1,246.00

i

Collection for Doors for Wesley
Community Center - $160.64

Collection from Ice Cream Social
for Wesley Community Center - $367.00

Gift in Mission Cards sold - $615.00

Last year the Virginia Conference did not make there
pledge to missions of $760,00. This year so far we are only at
64% of our pledge. Ladies we can make our pledge this year if
all of you work just a little harder. It is near the end of the year
so_'empty' your treasurer. You do not need to have money sit-
ting around when there are so many needs around the
world. Help us too know that those women, youth and children
around the world do not go without our support.

If I can be of help to your or your unit, just let me know.

ual 5 Star Giver.

BECOME A RAINBOW GIVER:
i
A $60.00 donation to Mission Giving makes you an individ- Jmu’k’kx

Ask your unit Treasurer for the Rainbow Giver Form.
$5.00 to Pledge
$5.00 to Gift to Mission J \

$5. 00 to Gift in Memory v
$40.00 to Special Mission recognition
$5.00 to World Thank Offering *
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Sue Boltz—MEMBERSHIP NURTURE & OUTREACH

Having just returned from Annual Meeting, I can assure you that we had a “great” time. For
those of you who couldn’t be there, I missed you. And if our paths didn’t cross at the meeting — I'm
glad you were there. Isn’t that what membership is all about?
Seeing old friends, meeting new ones and inviting everyone to
come along! I have been blessed to attend each meeting that
was expected of my position this year. It is a joy to work with
committed women.

The Membership Count is coming. This year it is avail-
able online. I know your local units will be thrilled to know
that only four things are required of them: 1. the number of
members reported as of December 31, 2010 (check with your
district MNO if you don’t know); 2. the number of members
added during the year. 3. the number of women who removed

because of death or any other reason; and 4. the total number of members as of December 31, 2011.
The report is due to your District Membership Nurture and Outreach Coordinator by January 30, 2012.
This is probably the easiest report you will ever have to make. Please do this at your first January
meeting so they can get the information to me by the date required.

This year we are planning two events for Young Women (18-35). The first will be at the Spiri-
tual Life Retreat. We will be having a special “small” group for your age group for the program and
hopefully a surprise at an additional time. All this for the same price as the Spiritual Life retreat and
you won’t have to come to a separate Event! The second event will be in September (TBA) and will be
held at the Wesley Community Service Center. This is our only National project that is located in Vir-
ginia. John Hatcher is looking forward to having us. It will be a combination Topical and Working
Retreat. More details will follow quickly so keep checking our website at www.vaumw.org

We are hoping to have a “Teen Women” (14-18) Day in the spring in the lower Shenandoah/Roanoke-
Lynchburg vicinity sometime in late March. This would a Saturday affair with a work project — singing
— worship and lots of fun! Bring the teens from your church and join the fun!

I am looking forward to 2012. Please know that I am ready, willing and able to come to you if you
need help or just a little encouragement. And remember — we need to keep working on the women in
the middle too! Have a joyous Christmas season and I’ll see in 2012. Please make your check out to
the Virginia Conference UMW.  If you have questions, either email me at sboltzmno@gmail.com or
call at 703-768-7499. Can’t wait to travel.



http://www.vaumw.org
mailto:sboltzmno@gmail.com
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Lillian Sloan . CHAIR NOMINATIONS

Greetings to all.

Happy Thanksgiving and early winter. It was wonderful to see
many of you at Annual Meeting. Let me begin by thanking my
Committee on Nominations for all you did to help get our job
done. May God bless you collectively and individually.

Then thanks to all of you that accepted the appointment or
nomination you were asked to fill.

I say to you:
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not rely on your own insight.
In all your ways acknowledge him and he will make straight your paths. (Proverbs 3:5&6)

Nominees for Board of Directors for Women’s Division are: Maxine Mallory, Janice Webb and
Joyce Winston with Charlotte Edge as alternate.

Voting delegates to the Quadrennial Meeting of the Jurisdiction are: Olivia Hinton, Ruby Lee
Anderson, Jean Swann, Geraldine Sanderson, Mary Jane Raw-
ley and Lillian Sloane.

I pray God's blessings on each of you as we look forward to a
New Year as we live out our purpose and carry out God's great
Mission.

Joann McClung - COMMUNICATIONS

Please send to me the e-mail addresses for your new
District officers and local unit Presidents & Secretaries
for 2012 as soon as possible. If they do not have an e-
mail address, do they have someone who will pass in-
formation on to them. We are trying to cut cost so that
we will have more funds for “Mission Giving”
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Virginia Conference United Methodist Women—39™ Annual Meeting
Saturday, October 30, 2011—Olivia T. Hinton, President

Beloved friends in Christ, welcome to the 39" Annual Meeting of the
Virginia Conference United Methodist Women. What a joy and privilege it has GLORY G OD
been to serve this year as your Conference President with so many women who -
are passionate about making a difference in the lives of women, children, and et heaven, ing
youth! This has truly been a time of learning many new things about both the A Ll e %4
Conference United Methodist Women and the Conference United Methodist ' :
Church. Like many organizations the more deeply involved we become the
more we appreciate the magnitude of the effort being made to accomplish the
purpose and goals. I see the United Methodist Women assisting and partnering
with the church in so many ways: equipping the women for leadership roles
through officer training, opportunities for spiritual growth, strong reading pro-
grams that serve to educate on social action issues, Christian mission, racial
justice, and legislative concerns. A large contingency of United Methodist
Women attended the United Methodist Day at General Assembly to address
some of those issues with their legislators.

How exciting it was to meet with my Mission Team for the first time in January to begin the proc-
ess of team building and to set goals for the biennium! We came together at the Virginia United Method-
ist Center in Glen Allen to do the work. I began to realize that one of the first major tasks that I needed to
accomplish was to write the UMW Report for the Book of Reports for Annual Conference as it had to go
to press. The urge to say, “Wait! I have only been in office a month.” Prayer and self-talk has always
been helpful when time is pressing. Many times I have said, “All things are possible with God,”and I be-
lieve it.

Redistricting the United Methodist Women local organizations to align with the new districts to
which their churches were assigned and to be ready to do so on July 1 was a challenge, but the women
achieved the task. A word of deep gratitude is due to those who helped facilitate necessary changes, such
as merging standing rules, preparing new budgets, arranging for audits, nominating and electing new offi-
cers to create a shared leadership in the newly organized districts. Leadership is not only being shared
among UMW members being redistricted but also among UMC members on district committees. While
some women grieved the changes at first, many are becoming refreshed and energized by making new
friends, sharing new ways of doing mission to achieve our vision of putting faith, hope, and love in action
for women, children, and youth around the world. The new names of the districts are rapidly taking hold.

Another interesting change was the change in my car license plate tag. Before becoming presi-
dent, I did not know that each Conference UMW President was expected to pass the UMW license plate
on to her successor. Actually I did not know the plate existed before I was told. Mission was accom-
plished on February 1 at the DMV in Gloucester.

What a joy it is to serve with so many fine church leaders. As chair of the Committee on the Char-
ter for Racial Justice Policies, I convened one meeting of the committee and reported the planning to the
Executive Committee. At this writing [ am aware of only two missed meetings, and they were due to
scheduling conflicts.

As president, I represent the Conference United Methodist Women on the Annual Conference
Common Table and Grants Committee, the Conference Board of Global Ministries, the Conference
Board of Laity, and the School of Christian Mission.
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(Cont’d from pg 17)

I have had the privilege of visiting and speaking at a number of District

Sharin ¢ Annual Meetings and other district UMW gatherings in Portsmouth, Norfolk,

Christimas York River, James River, and Eastern Shore. Also, it was my pleasure to ad-
= dress the ladies at United Methodist Women’s Day at Ferrum College, at the
South Atlantic Regional School of Christian Mission, and our own School of
Christian Mission in Blackstone, and reporting to the Virginia United Method-
ist Annual Conference. It was through your support at the Annual Conference
that [ was elected as a delegate to the 2012 Southeastern Jurisdictional Confer-
ence. | have attended four meetings thus far to prepare for SEJ and General
Conference.

I have always enjoyed new learning opportunities so it is a privilege to
serve on the Ferrum College Board of Trustees and its Academic Affairs Com-
mittee. It is amazing the growth and expansion the college has experienced
under the very capable leadership of Dr. Jennifer Braaten, President. The hos-
pitality extended to the Conference UMW Executive Committee and the South
Atlantic Regional School of Christian Mission could not have been better while meeting on the Ferrum Col-
lege Campus.

Since January I have come to know many of the other conference presidents and directors and staff at
the Women’s Division. I have found that all United Methodist Women who serve the Lord with joy, regard-
less of race or culture, are friends waiting to be met. Yes, we are bold in our efforts to fulfill the scripture
found in Micah 6:8: “He has told you, o mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to
do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”

A definite highlight in the events this year occurred the first week in October when I had the privi-
lege of attending the Women’s Division Annual Meeting in New York City as an observer. It proved to be a
value added experience to witness the body in action during the business session, to worship with them, and
to attend the Christian Social Action Session. Maggie Jackson, Social Action Chairperson, described social
action as “an arm of the church that is not always comfortable. To be the voice of the voiceless is a tall or-
der, but we are bold women, able to embrace!” I came away feeling very much assured that we can influence
the future. Part of that assurance came when it was announced that three women were named to share the
Nobel Peace Prize: Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, Africa’s first democ-
ratically elected female president; Leymah Gbowee, a key role
player in ending the Liberian war by forming a group of women

who daily protested to promote peace talks; and Tawakul Kar-

man, a journalist and human rights activist who inspired youth .

rallies for civil rights. How wonderful it was to hear Leymah U N |ted

Gbowee speak the same day she received the honor! How I M ethod | st

wished all of you could be present to hear her speak! Her passion

for peace was clearly stated — her story told from the viewpoint WO men

of women on the heavy toll that war casts on women and chil- FAITH - HOPE - LOVE IN ACTION
dren.

The Conference UMW Mission Team has promoted and
facilitated the formation of prayer chains and prayer partners throughout local units, districts, and confer-
ence. We firmly believe that with more prayer there is more power. All members are urged to offer prayer
daily for all of our mission workers, our church leaders, and for the fulfillment of our purpose and vision.
There is much work to be done as we look toward the future. To God be the glory for all we accomplish.
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Linda Porter—SOCIAL ACTION

It was a joy to see everyone at our UMW Annual Meeting. What a blessing it is to
know that we are working to make a difference in the world as we get involved in social
justice issues and work together to bring about change to an un-
just system. I am happy to know that the units are working to-
ward the Social Action Awards’ goals to become a Social Action
Unit. There is much work to be done and I know that with God’s
help we can do it.

The Social Action Awards form is on the UMW website,
www.va.umw.org, and everyone is invited to take a look at it and
work on it as a unit to accomplish the goals. [ know we can do
better next year as we become advocates for issues that demand
our attention. If we want to see change, we have to be the ones to work to see that there
1s peace with justice in today’s world.

Mark your calendars for United Methodist Day at General Assembly on February
2. We will again meet at Bon Air UMC to board buses to
take us to the General As- g+ C sembly. 2012 marks “20
Years of Faith and Justice” \:}.,P‘ - I .. for United Methodist Day
at General Assembly. Come, »:..?’ . be a part of this celebration
of discussion and speakers, *including Bishop Kam-

merer and Rev. Jim Winkler, ::: E . General Board of Church &

Society. Learn more about  : | being faithful advocates to
bring about justice. I look U “2 forward to seeing you at
United Methodist Day at W / General Assembly. You
can go to the Conference Q website or the UMW web-
site to download a copy of IV LSYR the registration form. You
can also register on line.

I will continue to post Social Action information on the UMW website. You can
join www.umpower.org , click on an alert and start taking action. You are given all the
information you need to start taking action on issues. | encourage you to visit this site
and become an advocate for change.

Remember that God requires us “to act justly and to love mercy and to walk hum-
bly with your God”. Let’s work for peace and justice in today’s world.



http://www.va.umw.org
http://www.umpower.org
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