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All interested persons are wel-
come , all clergy and Lay dele-
gates to the 2009 Annual Con-
ference are urged to attend. 
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Letôs Get Ready for Conference! 
The 227th Session of the Virginia Annual Conference will be held at the Scope in 

Norfolk, June 14 -17, 2009. ñMore Diverse Peopleò will be this yearôs theme.  All 

AC lay and clergy members should have made their hotel reservations by now.  

The Book of Reports (includes the schedule, conference procedures and recom-

mendations) and registration cards will be mailed by middle or end of May.  

 

Our district will hold an orientation session in preparation for the 2009 Annual 

Conference on Wednesday, June 3, 7 -9 pm at Painter -Garrisons UMC in Painter.  

An emphasis will be on the thirty - two (32) amendments to the church constitu-

tion that were approved by the 2008 General Conference.  In order for the 

amendments to become church law, they must be ratified by a two - thirds vote of 

the members of all the annual conferences.  A ñyesò or ñnoò vote will be taken on 

each amendment at the 2009 Virginia Annual Conference session. Three key is-

sues have emerged among the proposed amendments: Voting rights for local 

pastors; Regional conferences world -wide; Definition of ñinclusivenessò . To pre-

view the text of the constitutional amendments, and to read articles summariz-

ing reasons for and against each amendment visit: <www.vaumc.org/index.cfm/

fa/cal.view.htm>.    

 

So donôt forget! Itôs a must  for all AC clergy and lay members to come to the 

Orientation Session on June 3 at Painter -Garrisons UMC.  Others who are inter-

ested in hearing about the amendments are also welcome. District Superinten-

dent, Rev. Tammy Estep will lead the session and Rev. Dr. Susan Garrett will 

present the amendments information.  

 
 

Clergy Day Retreat and Farewell Dinner Planned  
Eastern Shore pastors, plan on attending the April 14th Retreat at Camp Occo-

hannock from 9 am ï4 pm.  Cost of the event is $20 (includes continental break-

fast, lunch and camp usage fee).  Dress is casual.  Make your check payable to 

E.S. District Clergy Assoc. and bring with you. Reservations are required.  Con-

tact the District UMC Office at 757 -665 -6295 by Apr. 7.  And donôt forget the 

Farewell Dinner for all of our E.S. clergy and families on Friday, May 8, 6 -8 pm 

at Tammyôs and Davidôs home in Belle Haven.   

 
 

Officer Training for E.S.ô U. M. Women 
All district and unit officers are strongly encouraged to attend a local training 

session conducted as follows:  District UMW Leadership Team  is Friday, April 17, 

2009, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. at Bloxom UMC.  Local UMW Unit Officers Training is 

scheduled for  Saturday, April 18, 2009, 10 am to 12 noon at Market Street 

United Methodist Church, Onancock, VA.  For more information, contact Annette 

Austin, District President at 410 -957 -0059 or District Vice Pres. Pauline Mil-

bourne at 757 -665 -5495.  Donôt forget, district officers training Fri., Apr. 17 and 

local unit officers training Sat. Apr. 18.  See you there!  

E.S. Spring School 

of Lay Speaking 

Ministries  

ïsee insert! 

Wed., June 3, 7 -9 pm  
Day of Listening and  
Orientation Session for 
2009 Annual Conference  
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Check out 
www.ootbay.org  

for more information 
on Summer Camps  

Itôs Time to Register for Summer Camps! 

Is it that time already? Yes, itôs spring and time to start thinking about what 

your children will be doing this summer.  Registration is now open for summer 

camp sessions at Occohannock on the Bay Camp and Retreat Center.  Complete 

camp information, color brochures and registration can be viewed and 

downloaded from www.ootbay.org   Brochures were also sent to each of our 

churches.  A $50 non - refundable deposit is required with all registrations.  All 

Eastern Shore UM churches have been challenged by the Campôs general board 

to send two new/additional campers to summer camp.  Day campers are ages 5 

and 6.  The cost of day camp is $150 for 5 days, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m..  Camp-

ers age 7 -9 can begin their camping experience with a Mini -camp session.  Mini -

camp is 2 days and 2 nights for $175.  Classic Elementary Camp is for campers 

ages 9 -12.  Classic Elementary Camp is $300 for 5 days and 5 nights.  Elemen-

tary Campers also have the option to Sports, Visual Arts, Bay Ecology, Missions 

or Moon Camp which are also 5 days and 5 nights for $330.  Classic Camp for 

Middle Schoolers, ages 12 -15 is a 5 -day, 5 -night camp for $330.  Middle School-

ers also have the option to attend a 12 -Day Mission Camp which is one week of 

classic camp and one week of mission work in the local area.  Mission Camp is 

$600.  New this year for middle schoolers, ages 12 -16, is the Auxiliary Coast 

Guard Boating Skills Camp for 5 days and 5 nights.  The fee is $330.  Questions 

about camp can be directed to ootbay@verizon.net  or call the camp at 757 -442 -

7836.  

 

Cokesbury Worship Center Dedication Service!  
Saturday, June 6, 2009 is the date scheduled for the dedication service of our 

new worship center at Camp Occohannock.  Service will be open to the public.   

1 pm will be presentations at the Lynch Building and tours of the camp; 2 pm 

fellowship and refreshments at the Worship Center; 3 pm worship and the dedi-

cation service at the Worship Center   

 

Occohannock Polar Dip, Great Success!  
Camp Occohannock hosted the first annual Polar Duck Dip on Saturday, February 21, 

2009.  Over 20 participants of all ages took a chilly dip in the Occohannock Creek.  

This was an early afternoon of fun, camp fire, coffee and hot chocolate. Exmore Fire 

Department and lifeguards were on site for emergency assistance. This event sup-

ported ministries of  the Camp.  Dippers raised $5,650   If you missed this one, donôt 

worry a 2nd Annual Polar Duck Dip is scheduled for February 20, 2010!  

Drum roll for returning 
Michael Henry, Sum-
mer Program Coord.! 

New this year is the 
Boating Skills Camp and 
returning Sports Camp! 

And donôt forget the ever 
popular 30 ft. rock climb-
ing wall at Camp OOTB! 

Meet new friends,  
renew old friendships at 

Camp Occohannock!  

Director Jerry Mobley, 
when he lets his hair 
down can be a lot of fun! 

Discovering bay life at 
the Bay Ecology Camp 
is a popular camp! 

http://www.ootbay.org/
mailto:ootbay@verizon.net
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YOUTH BASKETBALL! 
{ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ 
Church Recreational Minis-
tries outreach is trying to put 
together a youth basketball 
league and are looking for 
churches that might be inter-
ested in playing in a league 
or  a one-time game.  Pri-
mary target age group would 
be 12-15 years old.  If your 
church is interested in put-
ting a team in or becoming a 
sponsor please contact:  

Pastor Gary C Miller at    
garycmiller@verizon.net  or 
call  1-757-824-6241 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
What is Dollars for United 
Methodist Scholars?  

Virginia Wesleyan College will 
match a United Methodist 
church's scholarship of $1000 
offered to a first-time full-time 
student for the upcoming aca-
demic year.  For more infor-
mation contact the Va. 
Wesleyan College Financial Aid 
Office at 757-455-3345 

Eastern Shoreôs Youth Ministry  
April 4 th  2009, 10 -1 pm is the District Youth Ministry Gathering at St. Thomas 

UMC in Parksley. Letôs get together and share news about youth ministry in the 

district and discuss how we can be more effective in reaching our young people!  

Youth, parents, adult youth leaders, pastors and anyone interested in youth min-

istry can attend .  We will also plan for the upcoming events listed below.  Snacks 

and drinks will be provided.  Participants should bring a bagged lunch.  

(Directions to St. Thomas UMC: from Rt. 13 turn west on Rt. 176 (Parksley 

Road), cross railroad tracks and proceed 1 mile to stop sign.  Turn right on Big 

Road and go approx. ¼ mile to St. Thomas Rd. and turn left.  Church is 1 mile 

on the left.)  
 

May 16, 2009, beginning 9 am is our District Youth Ministry Service Project at 

Camp Occohannock on the Bay.  What a better way to serve our district than by 

helping out around the camp cleaning up?  A good dayôs work will be followed by 

a celebratory cook out and worship service on the grounds.  Youth who wish to 

participate should contact their churchôs youth leader or contact Peter Surran, 

using the information below by May 1 st .  Permission forms can be obtained by 

calling the District UMC Office at 757 -665 -6295 or on the District website at 

www.easternshoredistrictumc.org    See ñDistrict Youth Service Projectò on the 

menu on the right of the screen.   
 

June 26 -27 2009 ñAwakeningò is back!  Join youth from all over the conference 

in Fredericksburg for an unforgettable experience.  We will talk about the feasi-

bility of attending as a district at the April 4 th  District Youth Gathering .   
 

Oct. 9 -11, 2009 is the Eastern Shore District Youth Retreat at Occohannock on 

the Bay Camp and Retreat Center.  Thomas Wynn is returning as retreat leader. 

More information on this soon.  
 

If you have any questions about these events or district youth ministry in gen-

eral, please contact Peter Surran at 757 -709 -1480 or at peter.surran@gmail.com  

 

 

Youth Teams Needed in Baton Rouge This Summer!  
In response to the devastating damage caused by Hurricanes Gustav and Ike, 

First United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge, LA, of the Louisiana Confer-

ence,  has created Terrebonne Area Restoration Project.ñTARPò is an opportunity 

for youth age 14 and older to participate in the repair and restoration of homes 

in Terrebonne Parish, where the eye of Hurricane Gustav made landfall in Sep-

tember.   They are in desperate need of youth volunteers willing to dedicate one  

week of their summer to help the people of South Louisiana recover.   Volunteers 

will be working to repair roofs, floors, siding, and everything in between.  TARP 

begins June 14, 2009.   Applications are now being accepted.  For more informa-

tion contact:  Laurie Byland, TARP Director at 225.383.4777 x 255 or go to  

www.thebluetarp.com  

 
 

For United Methodist Scholars!  
May 1, 2009 is the deadline to apply for the Virginia Wesleyan College Dollars 

for United Methodist Scholars for the Fall Semester of 2009.   All students cur-

rently participating in the program and prospective students should act quickly 

to avoid missing the deadline.  To download an application form go to VWC Dollars 

for United Methodist Scholars Application Form   

Upcoming 
District  

Youth  
Events 

mailto:garycmiller@verizon.net
http://www.easternshoredistrictumc.org
mailto:peter.surran@gmail.com
http://www.thebluetarp.com/
http://www.vwc.edu/news_events/e-news/2009/03/UMDollarsforScholarsApplication.pdf
http://www.vwc.edu/news_events/e-news/2009/03/UMDollarsforScholarsApplication.pdf

